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Future Stage lighting 
 
The future of stage lighting is tremendously exciting. After the electric filament lamp, stage 
lighting was revolutionized in the 1930's by the development of the ellipsoidal reflector (Leko) 
fixture. The development of the SCR dimmer in the 1960's provided another radical change. 
Now the automated lighting fixture (first introduced in the 1970's) is revolutionizing the 
lighting industry again. New technology has recently produced colors, never before seen in 
lighting design.  
New light sources are developing including; Xenon, Metal Halide, Fluorescent, Induction and 
Sulfur lamps. The use of fiber optics as a carrier of both 'light' and 'data' and the further 
development of liquid crystal projection technology are all part of the exciting future of 
entertainment lighting design.  
Design software for the computer will continue to evolve and eventually allow the designer 
complete artistic 'interactive' control over his 'visual' technology.  
Lighting software now provides assistance with design, drawings and paperwork. Design 
software in the future will use both 'touch screen' and 'speech recognition' technology. Can the 
mental control of lighting systems be far away? 
 


