Lesson 36

CHOOSING A DOCUMENTING STYLE - APA

Details that are needed for citation:

APA

Author’s or editor’s or organization’s full names

Title of article, book or chapter (if each chapter has a different author)
Name of the book, journal or periodical

Version or edition

Name of publisher

Year of publication

Place of publication (for books only)

Volume and issue numbers (for journals only)

Page numbers (for articles and chapters only)

> supporting a thesis

Choosing a documentation style

Select a style appropriate for your discipline

APA- American Psychological Association

Supporting a thesis in a typical way

Forming a working thesis and support with a well —organized evidence
Organizing your ideas

Using sources to inform and support your argument

Example (Hacker & Sommers, 2011, p. 445).

RQ: Is medication the right treatment for the escalating problem of childhood obesity?

WT: Treating cases of childhood obesity with medication alone is too narrow an
approach for this growing problem.

Organize your ideas: APA recommends headings — standard model - Method, Results,
Discussion

Providing background information or context



Explaining terms or concepts

Supporting your claims

Back up your assertions with facts, examples, and other evidences from your research
Lending authority to your argument — provide expert opinion

Construct your argument in your own words — cite others’ judgment on it

Anticipating and countering alternative interpretations - don’t ignore sources contrary to
your position

APA: citing sources — avoiding plagiarism

Choose an appropriate documentation style

Select a style appropriate for your discipline

Citing quotations and borrowed ideas

Enclosing borrowed language in quotation marks

Putting summaries and paraphrases in your own words

Use software preferably (EndNote) also built in (MS Word)
Your research paper is a collaboration (sources)

Three acts are plagiarism:

(1) failing to cite quotations and borrowed ideas

(2) failing to enclose borrowed language in quotation marks, and

(3) failing to put summaries and paraphrases in your own words

Sources are cited for two reasons: (a) tell your readers about the sources of info (b) to
give credit to the authors from whom you take it.

APA: integrating sources

Choose an appropriate documentation style

Select a style appropriate for your discipline
Using quotations appropriately

Using signal phrases to integrate sources



Synthesizing sources
Quotations, summaries, paraphrases, and facts will help you develop your argument

But they cannot speak for you — so integrate them

Use quotations appropriately

When language is especially vivid or expressive
When exact wording is needed for technical accuracy

When it is important to let the debaters of an issue explain their positions in their own
words

When the words of an authority lend weight to an argument
When the language of a source is the topic of your discussion

Limiting your use of quotations



Using signal phrases in APA papers

To avoid monotony, try to vary both the lanpuage and the placement of
your signal phrases.

Model signal phrases

In the words of Carmona (2004),%. . "

As Yanovski and Yanovski (2002) have noted, ®. . "

Hoppin and Taveras (2004), medical researchers, pointed out that ®. . ."
¥ .. ) claimed Critser (2003).

* ..+ wrote Duenwald (2004),%. .7

Researchers McDuffie et al. (2003) have offered a compelling argument
for this view:®. . "

Hiltz (2002) answered ohjections with the following analysis:®. . "

Verbs in signal phrases

admitted contended reasoned
agresd declared refuted
argued denied rejected
asserted emphasized reported
believed insisted regponded
claimed noted suggested
compared observed thought
confirmed pointed out wrote

APA: documenting sources

Choose an appropriate documentation style

APA in-text citations
APA list of references
Software and manual uses
EndNote

Also built in MS Word

Various kinds of documenting techniques required



Ask yourself:

* Which sources inform, support, or extend your argument?

« Have you varied the functions of sources — to provide background,

» Explain concepts, lend authority, and anticipate counterarguments?

» Do your signal phrases indicate these functions?

» Do you explain how your sources support your argument?

« Do you connect and analyze sources in your own voice?

* Is your own argument easy to identify and to understand, with or without your sources?
The three types of in-text references:

e APA -e.g. (Bailey, 1990, p.34)
e Harvard —e.g. (Bailey, 1990: 34)
e MLA —e.g. (Bailey 34)

IN-TEXT CITATION
Yanovski and Yanovski (2002) reported that “the current state of the treatment

for obesity is similar to the state of the treatment of hypertension several
decades age” (p. 600).

ENTRY IN THE LIST OF REFERENCES

Yanovski, 5. Z., & Yanovski, J. A. {2002). Drug therapy: Obesity. The New Englond
Jowmal of Medicne, 346, 591-602.

APA: manuscript format and sample paper
APA - documentation style

« Formatting your paper

» Manuscript format

« Sample APA paper

* Font — title — page number and running head



« Margins, caps, headings
* End list references etc.

APA: sample paper (Hacker& Sommers, 2011):
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