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Introduction 

ABOUT THIS BOOK 

W h o  is this book for? 
This book is for any advanced student of English but 
it is particularly relevant to people studying for the 
Cambridge Certificate in Advanced English (CAE) or 
the Certificate of Proficiency in English (CPE) 
exams. We assume that anybody using this book has 
a reasonable knowledge of and ability to use English, 
at least up to Cambridge First Certificate standard. 

W h a t  sort of grammar is in 
this book? 
This book covers the main areas of English grammar 
at advanced level and concentrates on areas you need 
to pass the exams. It looks, for example, at verb and 
noun structures, adverb and adjective structures, and 
ways of linking complex sentences and texts. It also 
provides information on style and register, for 
example whether some structures are more typical of 
written or spoken English. Although grammar and 
vocabulary are obviously important in al1 areas of the 
advanced exams, special attention is given to 
structures which are frequently tested in Paper 3 - 
Use of English. For example, modal verbs (see Units 
3 and 4) and relative clauses (see Unit i 1) have 
occurred in virtually every Paper 3 in the CPE exam 
in recent years. Some areas of grammar, such as 
relative clauses and determiners (see Unit 9), occur 
rnost frequently in the cloze test (see page 14 below), 
while modal Perfects are very common in sentence 
gapped sentences - the practice exercises in the book 
reflect this. Other areas of grammar, such as articles 
(see Unit 8), may cause you more difficulty in 
Paper 2 - Composition. Again, the practice exercises 
in the book reflect this. 

W h a t  sort of vocabulary is in 
this book? 
At advanced level, there is an enormous arnount of 
vocabulary to learn. No book can hope to cover it 
all. It is also much more difficult to predict 
vocabulary which will occur in the exams. This book 
focuses on areas of vocabulary that are useful in a 
wide range of situations, e.g. agreeing and 
disagreeing, frequency, problems and solutions, 
starting and ending, etc. Words that combine 

frequently with others are a particular focus. This 
involves a consideration of collocation (see Unit 1.6) 
as well as what grammatical structures we can use 
with certain words. 
Each Unit has two Sections dedicated to vocabulary, 
but there is also a lot of vocabulary in the Grammar 
Sections: groups of words often share similar 
grammatical patterns, e.g. verbs that are commonly 
followed by that-clauses or to-infinitive structures (see 
Unit 14.2), or verbs that are commonly followed by it 
+ clause (see Unit 12.2). The Sections often end with 
examples of common phrases and idioms which use 
the grammatical structures. vocabulary Sections 
complement the preceding Grammar Sections where 
possible, whilst others deal with separate topics. The 
Syllabus map (pages 6-9) shows this. 
Some of the grammar or vocabulary in the book 
may be formal or  used in limited contexts, though 
language that would normally be considered 
specialised, such as legal or technical jargon or  
academic or literary usage, is not included because it 
is not tested in the exams. 

How c a ~  I use this book? 
There are many different ways to use this book. 
You can use the Contents or Syllabus map to look 
up a particular area of grammar or vocabulary that 
you want to study. Or, you may want to study 
complete Units in the order in which they appear. 
Severa1 options are available to you. References 
within the Sections will point you in the direction 
of explanations of related areas of grammar or 
vocabulary in other Sections or Units. 

THE ENTRY TEST 

Each Unit begins with an Entry test. Each exercise 
in this test is related to one of the Grammar Sections 
within the Unit. If you have difficulties with an 
exercise, there is a cross-reference to the relevant 
Section which will provide al1 the explanation and 
practice you need. On the other hand, if you find the 
exercise easy, it may mean that you are perfectly 
competent in that area of grammar and you may 
wish to ignore that Section. 

THE OVERVIEW 

The Overview provides a summary of the grammar 
which students in advanced classes should already be 
familiar with. For example, with relative clauses (see 
Unit 11) you should already know about the 
differences between defining and non-defining 



relative clauses - these are summarised in the 
Overview. The Watch Out! boxes highlight areas that 
often continue to cause difficulty. If you have any 
difficulties with the points covered in the Overview, 
look at Grammar and Vocabularyfor First Certificate by 
Luke Prodromou (Longrnan). 

THE GRAMMAR SECTIONS 

Each Unit has between two and five Grammar 
Sections which deal with aspects of a particular area 
of grammar. These Sections contain explanations and 
descriptions with rnany of example sentences. The 
page ends with a short exercise so that you can 
check whether you have understood the main 
grammar points. 

PRACTICES 

Opposite is a page of related practice exercises. The 
first practice is always a straightfonvard test of 
understanding the main grammar points in the 
Section; the later practices are more complicated and 
reflect the leve1 and style of the advanced exams. 
These practices can be done in class or for 
homework. If you are doing them in class, you may 
want to discuss your answers with other students or 
with your teacher before checking the correct 
answers in the Key at the back of the book (in 'with 
Key' editions). Discussion helps everybody to 
understand and remember the main facts or issues. 

THE VOCABULARY SECTIONS 

Each Unit has two Vocabulary Sections. These deal 
with a particular area of vocabulary such as words 
connected with differences and similarities (see Unit 
7.4) or competing (see Unit 15.4). Lexical areas such 
as collocation, word formation, phrasal verbs, 
prepositions and idiomatic phrases are also covered, 
specifically in particular Sections and generally in 
other Vocabulary Sections. There are severa1 short 
Pre-practices within the explanations. The main 
Practice exercises contain much of the vocabulary 
presented in the explanations but also add other 
related items. 

' THE EXAM PRACTICES 

THE PROGRESS TESTS 

After Units 5, 10 and 15 there are Progress tests in 
CAE and CPE-exam format. They revise the 
grammar and vocabulary of the previous five Units 
together with any other previous Units. 

Will 1 pass Profciency if 1 do 
everything in this book  
One textbook is never enough to become fluent. 
We recommend that you read widely in English 
(books, magazines, newspapers.. .) as well as take 
every opportunity to listen to English (satellite 
television, film, radio.. .) and speak the language, so 
that you can use it naturally and easily. Everybody 
can learn a language (we have al1 already learned at 
least one!), but it takes time, patience and hard work. 

At the end of each Unit there is an Exam practice 
which revises the grammar and vocabulary in the 
whole Unit using CAE and CPE-type exercises. 
Each paper has the same score so that you can 
monitor your general progress as you work with 
different Units. 



ABOUT T H E  EXAMS 

What ZeveZ are CAE and CPE? 
CAE is an advanced exam at a leve1 between 
Cambridge First Certificate in English and CPE. It is 
recognised by many British Universities for English 
Language entry requirements at undergraduate level. 
CPE is more widely recognised for the same purpose 
as well as being a qualification in many countries to 
teach English. A pass at CPE is an indication that 
you should be able to follow lectures in English, 
write essays, understand the books you need to read, 
and contribute effectively in undergraduate seminars 
and classes. In other words, it is quite a high level. 
For both exams, grades A, B and C are passes. D is a 
narrow fail and E is a fail. 

Both exams consist of five papers. The first three 
papers are normally taken on the same day. Papers 4 
and 5 may be on different days within a week or two 
of the other papers. 

PAPER 1 

CPE - Reading Comprehension (1 hour) 
The first part, Section A, consists of twenty-five 
multiple choice vocabulary questions. The second 
part, Section B, consists of fifteen multiple choice 
comprehension questions on three texts. 
CAE - Reading (1 hour 15 mins) 
There are four texts followed by a total of 
approximately fifty matching and multiple choice 
questions. 

PAPER 2 

CPE - Composition (2 hours) 
You must complete two writing tasks of 350 words 
each out of a choice of five topics. These usually 
include a discussion of a topic, a description of 
something such as a festival or city, a story and a 
letter. You also have the option to write about one of 
three prescribed reading texts, usually novels. 
CAE - Writing (2 hours) 
You must complete two writing tasks usually 
including a letter, report, memo, infomation sheet, 
review, article, etc., but not a story. Section A is a 
compulsory task based on reading information with 
a maximum of 450 words. Section B consists of one 
task from a choice of four. 

PAPER 3 

This book concentrates on grammar and vocabulary 
needed for Paper 3, although this information is 
essential for al1 the other Papers in the exams. 
CPE - Use of English (2 hours) 
The first part of this paper, Section A, consists of 
four different grammar and vocabulary tasks based 
on a short text and sets of sentences. The second 
part, Section B, asks you to read a passage, answer a 
number of comprehension and vocabulary questions, 
and summarise a specified aspect of it. 
CAE - English in Use (1 hour 30 mins) 
This paper focuses on grammar, vocabulary and 
register, and includes tasks such as gap filling, proof 
reading and text completion. 

PAPER 4 

CPE - Listening Comprehension (approximately 
40 mins) 
CAE - Listening Comprehension (approximately 
45 mins) 
Both CAE and CPE consist of recordings of three or 
four different spoken situations, such as 
conversations, interviews, extracts from radio 
programmes, recorded telephone messages, etc., and 
a variety of matching, completion, and multiple 
choice tasks. 

PAPER 5 

CPE - Speaking (approximately 15 mins) 
CAE - Speaking (approximately 15 mins) 
This part of the exam consists of a conversation with 
an examiner. You are asked to talk about some 
photographs, give opinions and discuss some issues. 
The examiner will assess your pronunciation, fluency, 
range of vocabulary, grammatical accuracy and 
general ability to hold a natural conversation in 
English. CAE interviews are conducted in pairs - 
you will be asked to discuss things both with the 
examiner and the other candidate. 



What types of questions can we 
expect in CPE? 
PAPER 1 

Multiple choice 
In Section A, there are twenty-five multiple choice 
vocabulary items in a question like this example: 

In this section you rnust choose the word or phrase 
which best completes each sentence. On your 
answer sheet, indicate the letter A, B, C or D 
against the number of each item 1 to 25 for the 
word or phrase you choose. Give one answer only 
to each question. 

1 Even the tiniest . . . . . . . .  of dust can damage 
delicate electrical equiprnent. 
A piece B portion C shred D speck 

(Answer: 1 D) 

This question tests your knowledge of the different 
meanings of words, collocations, etc. 

PAPER 3 

Cloze test 
In Section A there is a short passage (under 200 
words) in which twenty words are missing. You must 
decide what the words are. Example: 

Fill each of the numbered blanks in the passage 
with one suitable word. 

THE HERRING GULL 

The herring gull's ability to eat almost (1)  . . . . . .  . . . . ,  
from fish to the young of its own kind, has made it 
one of the (2)  . . . . . . . . .  species in Britain to be 
actually thriving at this time. Its (3) . . . . . . . . . .  have 
multiplied in recent years because of the increasing 
(4) . . . . . . . . . .  of edible refuse which is a by-product 
of modern life. . . .  
(Answers: eat almost (1 ) anything from fish to.. 
one of the (2) few species.. . etc.) 

Words typically gapped include pronouns (including 
relative pronouns), articles, determiners and linking 
words such as however, but, such.. .that. It can also test 
collocation and prepositions. 

Sentence transformation 
In the second part of Section A, there are eight 
sentence transformations which ask you to rewrite a 
sentence using a different beginning. Example: 

that it is as similar as possible to the sentence 
printed before ¡t. 

(a) All the people I have contact with disapprove 

(Answer: None of the people I have contact with 
approve of the changes.) I 

Areas tested include conditionals, reported speech, 
inversion, changing verbs to nouns, etc. 

Gapped sentence 
Section A continues with six gapped sentences where 
severa1 words are rnissing in each gap. Example: 

Fill each of the blanks with a suitable word or phrase 

(a) You should . . . . .  that into account before you 
went and spent al1 your money. 

(Answer: You should haue taken that into account 
before you went and spent al1 your rnoney.) 

I 

Areas commonly tested in this question include 
moda1 verbs, conditionals and idiomatic phrases. 

Word transformation 
Section A ends with eight sentences which must be 
rewritten using a given word that cannot be changed 
in any way. Example: 

For each of the sentences below, write a new 
sentence as similar as possible in meaning to the 
original sentence, but using the word given. This 
word must not be altered in any way. 

(a) Nobody else in the country possesses his skills 
on the trurnpet. 
unmatched 

(Answer: His skills on the trumpet are unmatched by 
anybody else (or anyone else) in the country.) 

This question tests your knowledge of common 
phrases and changing verbs to nouns, etc. 



W h a t  types of questions can w e  
expect in CAE? 
The CAE has been revised from December 1999. In 
CAE, specific grammar and vocabulary questions are 
al1 in Paper 3 - English in Use. The Paper includes 
six Parts and a total of 80 questions. 

MULTIPLE CHOICE CLOZE 

This consists of a passage with fifteen gaps. For each 
gap you must choose one word from a choice of 
four. 

OPEN CLOZE 

The only exercise that is similar to CPE is the cloze 
test (a gapped passage). There are fifteen gaps in the 
CAE exam. 

ERROR CORRECTION 

A text about sixteen lines long is provided. Most lines 
have either an extra, unnecessary word which you 
must find, or a spelling or  punctuation mistake 
which you must correct. 

WORD FORMATION 

This new task is similar to FCE but the base words 
are more difficult and may involve more changes. 
There are two passages in which you are required to 
write the missing word in the correct part of speech 
using the word given. For example, transform 
becomes transformation. Remember to check whether 
you need to make a noun plural, an adjective 
negative, etc. There are fifteen gaps. 

INFORMATION TRANSFER 

This consists of a gapped text in which you are asked 
to rewrite information from another text in a 
different style or register. For example, you may have 
to fill the gaps in an informal letter with information 
taken from an advertisement. You must make any 
necessary changes in vocabulary and grammar so 
that the style is appropriate. There are thirteen gaps. 

W h a t  about the other exercises 
and papers in CAE and CPE? 
in addition to the above tasks, you will need to be 
able to recognise and use a wide range of grammar 
and vocabulary in order to: 

understand the reading passages in Paper 1 
write letters and compositions in the Paper 2 
answer the questions in Paper 3 Section B 
understand what is being said in the Paper 4 
understand and speak to the examiner and other 
candidates in Paper 5. 

The grammar and vocabulary in this book will be a 
great help. 

DISCOURSE CLOZE 

A text is provided from which various phrases have 
been omitted. From a list of these phrases, you are 
asked to put back the correct phrase in each gap. 
there are six gaps and three distractors. 



i Problem tenses 

Entry test  3 Fill each of the blanks with a suitable word 
or phrase. 

EXAMPLE: I have been writing this composition 
1 Finish each of the following sentences in such a 

al1 evening. way that it is as similar in meaning as possible to 
. . . . . . . . . .  the sentence ~ r i n ted  before it. a What doing with yourself over the last 

couple of days? EXAMPLE: I've never had to work al1 through the 
. . . . . . . . .  night before. b I to fix the engine al1 morning, but finally 

This is the$rst time I've had to work al1 through had to admit defeat. 
. . . . . . . . . .  the night. c Next summer, I living here for ten years. 

d He claimed . . . . . . . . .  meaning to tell me about it but 
a Most of us became salesmen when we left somehow forgot. , 

university. 
Most of us have .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

b Our current manager started working here ten 
years ago. 
Our current manager has ........................................ 

c 1 haven't heard from Sarah for a couple of months. 
The last . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

d I used to find computers difficult before I started 
taking these lessons. 
Since . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

e Michael Owen is the best player I've seen so far in 
this competition. 
I've yet .......................................................................... 

FOR PRESENT PERFECT, CEE SECTION 1. 

2 Fill each of the blanks with a suitable word 
or phrase. 

EXAMPLE: AS soon as he saw what had happened, 
he switched off the electricity. 

a When I started working for this company, I . . . . . . . . . .  
an architect for six years. 

b She'd . . . . . . . . . .  studying marine biology but she 
finally decided on geography. 

c They . . . . . . . . .  on the road for a mere five minutes 
when they had a puncture. 

d It's almost half past nine: I would think they . . . . . . . . . .  
got there by now. 

e My intention is . . . . . . . .  finished my studies by June. 

e I was . . . . . . .  asking her if she'd like to come to the 
races on Saturday. 

FOR CONTINUOUS TENSES. CEE SECTION 3. 

4 Fill each of the blanks with a suitable word 
or phrase. 

EXAMPLE: Look out! We're going to hit the car in 
front! 

a At this rate, we're . . . . . . . . . .  be exhausted by the time 
we finish. 

b The minute the train . . . . . . . . .  standstill, get on and 
try to find a seat. 

c By December, he'll . . . . . . . . . .  working there for 
eighteen months. 

d They claim to be virtually on . . . . . . . .  achieving 
everything they set out to do. 

e We were just about . . . . . . . . . .  the house when Sue 
called. 

FOR FUTURE FORMS, CEE SECTION 4. 

FOR FUTURE PERFECT, PAST PERFECT AND OTHER PERFECT 

FORMS, CEE SECTION 2. 



PROBLEM TENSES 4 
OVERVIEW 

1 USES OF PERFECT TENSES 

Present Perfed 
We use Present Perfect to talk abour things that 
took place: 

during a period that includes past and present: 
They've been waiting here for an hour. 
in the past, but we're not saying exactly when: 
Don't te11 me he's bought another new car! 
in the past with an effect or result in the present: 
1'm afraid I've forgotten my key. 
with the time adverb just meaning 'a short time 
ago' (American English uses Past Simple here): 
She's just gone out. 

Past Perfed 
We use Past Perfect to talk about thíngs that took 
place: 

before something else in the past (see Section 2.1): 
1 took the decision after 1 had spoken toJohn. 
during a period before an event in the past: 
Al1 day I'd been feeling nervous but thefeeling 
vanished as soon as 1 saw hev. 

Future Perfect 
We use Future Perfect to talk about: 

something that will be finished before a specified 
time in the future (see Section 2.2): 
1'11 have signed nearly a hundred letters by tonight. 

For, since, already, yet, still, often, etc. 

We often use Perfect tenses with these time words. 
Note important variations in their position: 
We still haven't heardfrom Olga. We'd still not 
heardfrom her by the time evening arrived. (= more 
formal) 1 haven't heard a convincing explanation of 
her absence yet. She's phoned already. Has she 
phoned already? She's already phoned. She hasn't 
already phoned, has she? 

2 USES OF CONTINUOUS TENSES 

We use Continuous tenses to talk about things: 
continuing over a period, and temporary. 
Continuous tenses show that we either view the 
event as incomplete, or that we don't know or 
don't need to say when it started or finished: 
We're studying Shakespeare at school at the moment. 
(= temporary activity during these weeks) 

It was raining when we left the building. (= we don't 
know or aren't interested in when the rain started 
or when it will finish) 
that are in the process of changing: 
WilliamS piano playing was improving every day. 
1 think 1'm getting moreforgetful as 1 grow older. 
With verbs that describe a short action, e.g. hit, 
knock, blink, the action is repeated rather than 
continuous: 
I've been ringing him al1 morning but he never seem to 
be in. 
We often use Past Continuous and Past Perfect 
Continuous to set the background to narrative 
events. Because it may not be clear when the 
activity begins or ends, they give the impression 
you are arriving in the middle of a scene: 
Jo had been working al1 morning and was now 
spending a happy halfhour doing nothing more taxing 
than staring into space. She was looking fonvard to 
her holiday in Scotland in afew days' time. 

3 EXPRESSING THE FUTURE 

English does not have one future tense. Instead, we 
use other tenses and moda1 verbs to refer to the 
future (see Section 4): 

This time next week we'll be sitting our exarns. 
(= we'll be in the middle of them) 
When you arrive, you are to go straight to the 
registration desk. 

We don't use Present Perfect when an exact past 
time is mentioned and there is no connection with 
the present: 

X-. 
J We went to London in 1997. 

ñut we can use the Present Perfect if the period 
mentioned includes the past and present: 
We've been here since half past six. 
1 haven't done much work today. 
1t's been raining for ages. 
We use Past Perfect for something that 
happened before something else. We can only 
use it with another Past tense: 
1 went tu see him because his wife had asked me to. 
We omit will in time clauses (see Sections 1.4 
and 4.2): 
X X .  
J 1'11 phone you as soon as we have arrived. 



SECTION 1 

Present Pe$ect 

Present Perfect often combines with other tenses in 
the same sentence. 

1 USES WlTH OTHER PRESENT TENSES 

We use Present Perfect with other Present tenses: 
with reporticomment verbs or phrases (guess, 
imagine, suppose, etc.): 
1 reckon Gloria's been held up in trafic. Do you 
suppose they've forgotten they're meant to be here? 
with the phrase This is / lt's / That7s thefirst / 
second /only, etc. time ... : 
This is theprst  time he's been late It's the only 
time I've ever really got angry with him. 
when an event is unusual or unique in your life 
(often with a superlative and ever or never): 
I've never met anybody who is so absent-minded. 

However, we commonly use a Past tense to refer to 
somebody who is dead: 

Princess Diana was the most extraordinary person I've 
ever read about. 
when commenting on the present results of 
something in the past (usually with appear, seem, 
sound, etc.): 
He sounds as $he has run al1 the way here. 
It seems they've already decided without consulting us. 

2 USES WlTH PAST TENSES 

We use Present Perfect with Past tenses: 
to describe states or events that have continued 
since a time in the past (with since, ever since, etc.): 
He's been a bit more careful since he had that warning. 
Ever since lfirst heard it I've been trying to find a 
recording of that song. 
to describe long-term or repeated feelings and 
thoughts about past events: 
I've often wondered why he decided to become a 
teacher. I've always felt we did the wrong thing when 
we took her on as an assistant. 

3 USE WlTH ANOTHER PRESENT PERFECT 

We use Present Perfect with another Present Perfect: 
to describe two states that have existed since a 
time in the past: 
Since I've known him, he's always worn the same 
sweater. 

4 USE WlTH FUTURE FORMS 

In time clauses (after when, as soon as, until, bejore, 
etc.) we don't use will, and so the Future Perfect will 
have done is not possible. In these cases we use the 
Present Perfect to refer to the future: 

We'll continue the meeting when he's recovered his 
composure. 

5 USE WlTH SlNCE AND YET 

Note the position and emphatic uses of since and yet: 
There was no news this morning but we've since 
learned that she's in Rome. 
1 haven't met anyone yet who can run asfast as him. , 
or: I've yet to meet anyone who . . . 

6 COMMON PHRASES 

They've made it! (= They've succeeded) I've had 
enough. (= I'm fed up. 1 don't want to do any more) 
You've had it! (= You're in trouble) That's torn it! 
(= You, we, etc. have done something that someone 
else will complain strongly about) Now you've done 
it! (= You've done something seriously wrong) 
SheS arrived. (= She's achieved fame, success, 
acceptance, etc. at 1st)  He's lost it. (= He's lost his 
patience or self-control) You've got me there! 
(= Good point: I've no idea what the solution is) 

3 Pnat's torn itl 1 

Correct these sentences. 

a It's the third time he missed a meeting. 
b As soon as he will finish, he's goin home. B 
c This is the best lasagne 1 ever have. 
d Since we've known each other, he always shows 

impecable manners. 
e Since I've met her, I've never seen her lose her 

temper. 



Fill each of the blanks with a 
suitable word or phrase. 

O Tick (J)  the sentences that are correct. Correct those that 
are not. 

a Do you think Vicky's always known the truth about us? 
b That's been the second time you've forgotten to post something 

for me. 
c 1 haven't seen Peter since he begins seeing his new girlfriend. 
d Ever since we met, you never asked me what 1 prefer to do. 
e in al1 my life, 1 &;ver spoke to someone who is quite 

so stupid. 
f 1 don't think Paul and Caro1 have seen much 

of each other of late. 
g This is the only occasion that I've seen him 

wearing a tie. 
h Since he's lived here, he was usually 

extremely friendly. 
i They'll join us after they'll get a bite to eat. 

j He says he hasn't yet come to a final 
decision. 

@ Fili each of the gaps in this passage with one suitable word. 

I've often ............ (1) that Stefan's success as a teacher is due to his 
eccentricity as much as his knowledge of the subject. From the first 
time he ever . . . . . . . . . . .  ( 2 )  into a classroom, students have always loved 
him. They've probably . . . . .  ( 3 )  met anybody who displays such an 
extraordinary mixture of enthusiasm and great personal warmth. It 
. . . . . . .  (4) also probably the first time they've . . . . . . . . . . .  (5) somebody 
who always wears a leather jacket and a scarf even at the height 
of summer. 

@ Fill each of the gaps in this passage with one suitable word. 

'When did you really begin to feel at home here?' Paul asked. 

'Oh, you've ............ (1 )  me there!' John replied. 'Let's just say you 
............ won't feel you truly belong until you've (2) out with your 

colleagues and then made it up severa1 times. Over the summer I've 

............ (3) it with al1 of them countless times, often over quite trivial 
t 

things. I've lost ............ (4) of the times I've said to myself - That's it! 

I've had ............ (5)! But 1 come back the next day, time after time. 

I've often ............ (6) why 1 do. As far as the boss goes, just wait until 

you make a major mistake. Your colleagues will go "Oooh, now you've 

............ (7) it!" or "Um, that's ............ (8) it!", and the boss comes in 

and just smiles at you. Then you'll know you've ............ (9) it. Then 

you'll definitely have ............ (1 0). 

Example: I'm not going to go out 
' 

again until the storm has blown 
over. 

a 1'11 phone him just as soon as 
. . . . . . . . . . .  typing al1 these letters. 

b 1 looked for that book everywhere 
. . .  but i'm afraid across it yet. 

............ c This isn't the first time he 
away from home. 

d i spoke to Sylvia last night: she 
. . . . . . . . . .  sounds had a hard time 

recently. 
e 1 went to the new pizzeria last 

night: it does the . . . . . . . . . . .  eaten. 
.......... f I've never understood what 

football so popular. 
g Since he got home from the camp, 

he . . . . . . . . . .  but sleep. 
. . . . . .  h i've yet over the shock of 

seeing her there. 
- e Finish each of the sentences in - 

such a way that it is as similar in 
meaning as possible to the sentence 
printed before it. 

Example: Make sure you finish this 
book before you start on the 
others. 
Don't start the other books until you 
have finished this one. 

a Nobody has seen Jo for over a 
month. 
JO was . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

b Bergkamp's goal was the most 
extraordinary one 1 have ever seen. 
I've yet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

c No one has asked me that before. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  This is the first time 

d The journey to Paris took much 
longer before they built the 

' 

Channel Tunnel. 
Since the . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

e ~ t ' s  almost a year since 1 stopped 
smoking. 
1 gave . . . . . . . . .  / ................................... 

f This café used to be a lot more 
popular before they opened the 
new one next door. 
Since .................................................. 



@ GRAMMAR 

Predicting SECTION 2 
Other Pefect forms 

1 PAST PERFECT 

Not always necessary 

Past Perfect emphasises that we are talking about a 
period before a time in the past. If the time sequence 
is clear (e.g. because we use after), both Past Simple 
and Past Perfect are possible. At other times Past 
Perfect is essential to understanding the sequence, 
and we ofien add already, as soon as, or until: 

1 got to work after Sirnon arrived / had arrived. 
When 1 arrived, they'd already started. (= they 
started before 1 arrived) When 1 arrived, they 
started. (= 1 arrived before they started) 

With definite time 

Unlike Present Perfect, we can use Past Perfect with 
a definite time reference: 

1 arrived at nine o'clock but he had got there at eight. 

With before 

There is one exception to the time sequence rules on 
Past Perfect. When we use before, the verb in Past 
Simple can refer to something that takes place before 
the verb in Past Perfect. The first action may prevent 
the second from happening: 

The waiter took rny plate away before I'dPnished 
ea ting. 
1 was blamedfor it before I'd even had a chance to 
defend rnyself: 

\ 

Unfulfilled plans 

We use Past Perfect with report verbs and with hope, 
intend, expect, etc. to talk about plans that have not 
yet been fulfilled. Had is usually stressed in speech 
with this use: 

1 had hoped to talk to hirn but he was too busy 
to listen. 
1 had thought ofphoning hirn but decided against it. 

2 FUTURE PERFECT 

With by 

We can ofien use Future Perfect with the preposition 
by or the phrase by the time meaning 'at some point 
before the time mentioned or indicated': 

1tS taking her so long to write that book that by the 
time she'sfinished it people will have forgotten the 
incident it's based on. 

We can also use will have done to say.what we think 
has probably happened: 

There's no point phoning: they'll have gone out. 
We can use should 1 ought to or rnay 1 rnight instead 
of will if there is some uncertainty about the 
prediction of present or future: 
1 should have finished making this cake by the time 
Sue comes horne. (= 1 think 1 will have, but I'm not 
sure. See Unit 4, Section 3.2 for moda1 Perfects) 

3 USES OF PERFECT INFlNlTlVES 

We use Perfect infinitives: 
after link verbs like seem and appear to refer to a 
previous time period (an ordinary to-infinitive will 
usually refer to the present or future): 
There seems to have been sorne sort of mistake. 
afier phrases expressing emotions and feelings: 
I'm sorry to have kept you waiting. 
She wasfelt not to have met the standards required. 

4 PERFECT -1NG FORMS 

When talking about results and time, we can use a 
Perfect -ing form to emphasise that one thing 
happens before another: 

1 didn't rernernber having met her before. Having 
finally grasped what 1 rneant, he got down to work. 

Perfect passives can sometimes be confusing 
because we use both be (= passive) and have 
(= Perfect) as auxiliaries: 
The refugees have been preventedfrorn entering the 
country. This picture is thought to have been painted 
by a pupil of Rernbrandt's. 

Which of the points in this Section do these 
examples illustrate? 
a 'How did you become a teacher?' 'I'd intended to 

be an actor, but things didn't work out.' 
b 1 turned on the computer, but before 1 had 1 - 

managed to log on there was a power cut. 
c Afier he told me what he wanted, we talked 

about the plans for the next day. 
d The exhibition will have finished by the time 1 get 

around to seeing it. 1 

e They appear to have accepted most of your terms. 



@ Match the beginnings (1-8) with a suitable ending (a-h). 

Example: O + i 
(O After I'd finished teaching 

earlier that morning) 
1 He told me that 
2 1 asked him 
3 He explained how a young 

man 
4 John had immediately 

assumed 
5 So, before the young man had 

had a chance to say anything 
6 John, who &as in a terrible 

hurry, then left the man to it, 
7 It wasn't until he returned ten 

minutes later 
8 He was actually a school 

inspector 

a and had come to ensure that 
the school was run efficiently. 

b he had made a terrible mistake. 
c that he wanted to enrol as a 

student. 
d had come to reception. 
e that the man was able to 

explain there had been a 
misunderstanding. 

f what had happened. 
g John had given him an 

application form. 
h wondering why he looked so 

puzzled. 
(i 1 found John standing outside 

my classroom.) 

Correct any sentences that are unacceptable. 
a By the time he is 50, he will live in this country for half his life. 
b It's a surprise party and they won't know anything about it until 

they got here. 
c They're probably planning a quiet evening together; 1 know they 

won't have guessed what we're doing. 
d The other seventy guests should be arrived before Mikis and Maria. 
e By the time we wi-K have finished, everybody will have eaten and 

drunk as much as they can. 

@ Cross out and correct eight errors in this extract from a 
composition. A ninth error has already been corrected. 

Dear S$= 
I h d r e c e n t l y  been on  a two-week holiday w i th  your company t o  the 
island o f  Thassos. 

I am sorry t o  bawxaidsay that  i t  was the  worst holiday I've ever 
had. Over the years I went  on  rnany holidays t o  Greece, a country I 
have n o w  come t o  know quite well. I think I can safely say that, unt i l  
this year, al1 o f  those holidays were wonderful. For exarnple I have 
once spent six weeks on  Crete, which I had not  visited before. I had 
loved that  holiday so much that  I returned every spring for the last 
four years. 

This year, however, was different. I honestly consider this t o  had 
_been the  worst holiday o f  my life. This is no t  the  fau l t  o f  Thassos: the 

fault  lies entirely w i th  your company whose inability t o  organise the  
simplest th ing is quite unbelievable. 

As b o t h  the outward and return flights have been delayed for  
several hours, there was nobody t o  meet us at  the airport or transfer 
us t o  our hotel, and when we eventually d id  reach the hotel, w e  
discovered it had been bui l t  over a mile f rom the beach. Reading 
your brochure carefully, w e  feel this was no t  what  we have expected. 

Finish each of the following 
sentences in such a way that it is 
as similar as possible to the 
sentence printed before it. 
Example: Don't use that milk until 

you've finished this carton. 
Make sure you'uefinished this 
carton before you use that milk. 

a I'm sure he will arrive before you 
get there. 
By the time . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

b 1 reckon the journey to Cornwall 
is over 200 miles. 
By the time we get ........................ 

c Afier keying that report, could 
you perhaps check this order for 
me? 
When that ..................................... 

d I'm sure Helen will have got 
there before everyone else. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Helen is 
e We will fax you further details 

on receipt of your completed 
application form. 

.............. ......................... Having .. 

@ Fill each of the blanks with a 
suitable word or phrase. 
Example: Al1 the best things will have 

gone if we don't get to the sale 
soon. 

a i was really happy when they 
announced . . . . . . . . . .  decided to get 
married. 

b She proceeded to fix the faulty 
wiring, having first . . . . . . . . . . . .  been 
switched off. 

c It wasn't until he mentioned the 
. . . . . . . . .  conference that 1 met 

before. 
d By next Christmas we ............ 

decorating the house. 
e He is planning . . . . . . . . . . .  completed 

al1 his coursework by next week. 
f it's six o'clock: i imagine they 

............ for the airport by now. 
g The suspect is believed . . . . . . . . . . .  

fled the country. 
h After he had lost his glasses, he 

. . . . . . . . . . .  but to buy another pair. 



SECTION 2 
Continuous forms 

1 USES OF PERFECT CONTINUOUS TENSES 

Like other Perfect tenses, Perfect Continuous tenses 
focus on a past period that leads up to a later one. 
Perfect Continuous tensq, as with other Continuous 
tenses, show that an event continues andlor is 
temporary: 

I've been meaning to te11 you about it since the 
weekend. Next October I ' l l  have been playing with 
this teamfor ten years. He'd been dnvingfor hours 
and he needed a rest. 
We use Past or Present Perfect Continuous to talk 
about something that is incomplete, just finishing 
or about to change. The Past and Present Perfect 
Simple can suggest the action is finished: 
I'd been stanng at  the computer screen al1 evening 
when a solution suddenly struck me. I've been reading 
'War and Peace' again. (= 1 may not have finished) 
I've read W a r  and Peace again. (= I've finished) 
The Continuous can emphasise the action; the 
Simple focuses on the result: 
W h a t  have you been doing? (= te11 me about your 
activities) W h a t  have you done? (= te11 me the 
result of your activities) 

The difference between choosing Continuous or 
Simple may only be a matter of emphasjsing that 
something is continuing and/or temporary: 
I've been waiting herefor over u n  hour. 
(= emphasising that 1 still am) 

2 USlNG PAST CONTINUOUS FOR PLANS 

We can use Past Continuous to talk about plans in 
the past: 

W e  were meeting at  8 o'clock and 1 was already late. 
We use was going to to talk about plans in the past 
that we still haven't carried out or that we no 
longer intend to carry out: 
1 was going to phone you but Iforgot, 
We can use 1 was thinking.. . to introduce vague 
future plans: 
Z was thinking ofgoing to London this weekend. 

3 USlNG PAST CONTINUOUS FOR POLITE 
REQUESTS 

We often use Past Continuous to introduce polite 
requests, suggestions or inquines so that they 

become more an invitation to discuss the subject 
than a demand for a yes o r  no answer: 

1 was thinking - would you mind swapping seats? 
1 was wondenng i f y o u  wanted to go out this evening. 
Were you lookingfor anything i n  particular? 

Note we can't use 1 was thlnklng with whether or If: 
X X  . . 

J 1 was thinking - would you like to come round to 
m y  place for coflee? 
Z was wondenng whether you'd like to come round 
to m y  placefor cofee? 

4 CONTINUOUS INFlNlTlVES 

Verb and other structures that can be followed by a 
to-infinitive can also be followed by a Continuous 
infinitive to emphasise that something is still 
continuing or is temporary: 

I tS  ridiculousfor him to be dnving in  central Athens 
at  his age. 
Severa1 cyclists are thought to have been taking drugs 
during the race. 

5 PERFECT CONTINUOUS PASSIVE 

The Perfect Continuous passive is very uncommon 
because it involves two forms of be: 

The  Botley Road has been being widened for the past 
s ix  weeks. 

Match the example sentences (1-5) with the 
explanations ( a e )  of the uses of the Continuous. 

i 1 was going to try to finish this this evening. 
2 1 was wondering whether you'd thought of going 

to see that new film? 
3 He was blinking rapidly in the unaccustomed 

sunlight. 
4 1 was thinking of meeting Suzette later. 
5 I've been thinking a lot recently about your idea. 

a repeated action 
b plans you no longer have or are no longer sure 

about 
c vague future plans 
d polite suggestion 
e emphasising the continuing activity 



@ Match the questions (1-8) with 
suitable answers (a-h). 

@ Tick ( J )  the correct sentence, a or b. 

Example: Which sentence would be said after one particular meal? 
a I've :aten too much. J b I've been eating too much 

1 Which sentence refers to a temporary 
situation? 
a That lamp sits on that table over the 
b You're sitting in my seat. 

2 Which activity is probably not completed? 
a I've been writing this essay al1 evening. 
b I've written to him asking for an ap 

3 Which is a gradual process? 
a The increase in traffic noise 1s becomin~ a real nuisance. - - -  

<7 

b John becomes President of Oxford Rotary Club in July. 
4 Which would you say when you look out of the window early 

one morning? 
a It's been raining. b It was raining. 

5 Which is a more certain plan? 
a 1 was thinking of spending the weekend at my sister's. 
b I'm planning to spend the weekend at my sister's. 

6 You saw a colleague waiting for a bus on your way to work. Which 
would you say to your other colleagues when you get to the office 
to explain why she was there? 
a She might have gone to see her dentist. 
b She might have been going to see her dentist. 

@ Tick ( J )  the most suitable inderlined verb. Sometimes both 
may be possible. The first has been done for you. 

1 don't normally go to the cinema. Not because 1 don't like it but 
because it's just a habit 1 have never got into. However, on this 
occasion 1 decided ( J )  / was decidins to go because my friends 
had been constantlv ~ o i n g  / had constantlv gone (1) on about this film 
al1 week and eventually wore me down. It starred / was starrinp (2) 

some ephemeral Hollywood actor whom 1 had vaguely heard of but 
couldn't put a face to. We got to the cinema early to find people 
were alreadv waiting / alreadv waited ( 3 )  outside which suggested that 
my friends weren't the only ones who thought it was worth seeing - 
although 1 could still think of severa1 other things 1 would rather 
havine been doing / & (4) at that moment. 
In the end, the film turned out / was turninv out ( 5 )  to be not half as 
bad as expected, though 1 would have preferred / would have been 
preferring (6) something with a bit more action. The plot centred on 
two men who were planning to carry out some immensely 
complicated robbery, though what they completelv failed to realise 1 
were com~letelv failing to realise ( 7 )  was that al1 the time their plans 
were beinv closely monitored / were closelv monitored (8) by the 
police. Somewhat unpredictably, however, they got away with it 
because thev changed / were changing c 9 )  their plans at the last 
minute. It was okay but I'm not thinkino / 1 don't think (10) of 
going again. 

1 Why didn't you call? 
2 When do you think they'll be 

here? 
3 Why did they look so hot and 

sweaty? 
4 Why couldn't we use the rooms? 
5 Why are they so exhausted? 
6 Why didn't the students respond? 2 
7 Why were they apprehended? 
8 What time are they setting off 

tomorrow? 

a They could be arriving at any 
moment. 

b 1 think they'd been working out in 
the gym. 

c They must have been doing 
something wrong. 

d 1 was going to, but 1 clean forgot. 
e They weren't listening. 
f Well, they hope to have been 

driving for five hours by 
lunchtime. 

g They were being cleaned. 
h They've been working al1 day up 

in the attic. 

@ Write a new sentence as similar 
as possible in meaning to the 
original sentence, but using the 
word given. 

Example: My original intention was 
to drive al1 the way going 
I was going t o  drive al1 the way. 

a It occurred to me that you might 
like to come round this evening. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  wondering 
b Our arguments over politics go 

back years. 
arguing ....................................... 

c My son has finally come to accept 
that there's no such thing as a free 
lunch. / 
dawning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ... ... . . . . . . .  

d Who is the organiser of this event? 
running . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. .... . . . . . . . . . . .  ... 

e 1 think he's at last beginning to 
agree with me. 
round ......................... ... ........... 



GRAMMAR 

SECTION 4 
The future 

1 WAYS OF REFERRING(T0 THE FUTURE 

The following table summarises the different structures we use to talk about the future. 

Form Example Meaning 

will 1'11 just go and get my coat. = an immediate decision about what you 
are going to do 

will You'll be sick f you  eat more chocolate. = a general prediction 

be going to I'm going to stop in a minute. = a personal intention 

be going to Look out! We're going to hit the car infiont. = a prediction after looking at what is 
happening now 

Present Continuous We're going to the cap. Won't you join us? = fixed plans 1 arrangements 

Present Simple The coach leaves in ten minutes. = an unalterable arrangement or fact 

will + Continuous Don't phone too early because I'll be putting = an action that will be in progress some 
the baby to bed. time in the future 

will + Continuous We711 be working on this until the end of = an activity that will be happening 
the year. ' during a period in the future 

will + Continuous 1'12 gve your letter to him - 1'11 be seeing = an action that will happen because it is 
him later. regular or decided 

will + Perfect We711 have driven overfive hundred miles = an event that will be finished before a 
by the time we get there. specified time in the future 

will + Perfect We'll have been living herefor ten years = a state of affairs in progress for a 
Continuous next May. period up to a specified time in the future 

be + to-infinitive He is to be gven an award. = an official arrangement or order 
You're to stay here until you've apologsed. 

We use shall with I or we with the same meaning as 
will. However, it is becoming increasingly formal - 
its most common current use is in polite offers or to 
ask advice (see Unit 3 ,  Section 1.1): 
Shall 1 open the doorfor you? What shall we do now? 

2 WlLL IN TIME CLAUSES AND IF-CLAUSES 

We omit will in time clauses after when, as soon as, 
until, before, etc: 

I'm not going to speak to her until she's apologised. 
However, with conditional clauses (after $ unless, 
providing, etc.) we can use will, but only: 

when we want emphasis and will makes an intention 
or promise stronger: 
l fyou will insist on the best, then you must expect to pay 
morefor it. 
in polite requests - will means 'be willing to': 
Ifyou'll hold these bagsfor me, I can open the door. 

We use would instead of will in reported speech 
and conditionals: 
They promised they would work on it al1 weekend. 
Harry asked me f I  would help him out. - 

3 COMMON PHRASES 

I'm (just) about to go out. (= in a very short time) 
We were on the point of leaving when the be11 rang. 
We're due to meet in hayan hour. 

Match the examples with the meanings in the table. 

a Are you going to the match tomorrow? 
b Are you going to go out this evening or not? 
c My driving licence expires in 2030.  
d I've had enough. 1'11 finish this tomorrow. 
e We'll be sending you more details in the post. 



Fill each of the gaps in the following sentences 
with a suitable word o r  phrase. 

@ Tick (J) the most appropriate of the 
underlined words. 

a She looks very pale. 1 think 1 she's eoing to 
f a i y  

b 1 I'm g-oine to do that for you, if you like. 
c 1'11 be 1 I'm going to be a rocket scientist when 1 

grow up. 
d 'Somebody's at the door.' 'u / I'm eoinc to see 

who it is.' 
e 1 need to be home early today so 1 &/m 

leaving at 4.00. 
f We'll be in plenty of time providing the traffic 

is not 1 will not be too bad. 
g She asked if 1 would / be so kind as to give 

her a lift. 
h What sort of job do you think you will do / will be 

doine in a few years time? 
i By the time you get back, al1 the food will have 

/ will go. 

j The two Prime Ministers are to / shall discuss the 
current economic crisis. 

Fill each of the numbered gaps in this passage 
with one suitable word. 

'Re ember that by the terms of the contract you 
a r e 2  b t ( i )  to leave before midday,' the voice said. 

@ 'Yes. Yes, i know. i was (2) about to pack 
when you rang.' 

& 'Midday,' the voice repeated. 

. . . .  

#@ 
'1 know. As 1 said, 1 was on the (3) of leaving 

A - packing, then leaving.' 

. . . . . . .  'That is (4) you want to pay for another 
week,' the voice continued. 

@ 'NO. No, 1'11 (5) out by twelve.' i starnmered. 

'It does say very clearly on your door that al1 
guests are ... (6) vacate their rooms by midday,' 
the voice went on, quite unnecessarily, 1 thought. 

. . . . . . . .  'Look. I've told you,' 1 shouted, '1'11 have (7) 
. . . . .  before the clock strikes twelve! I'm (8) in less 

than fifieen minutes. The flies, ants and 
. . . . .  cockroaches will soon (9) partying in a 

punctually vacated apartment. Have no fear.' 

remember that the new occupants 
.. (10) in at ...' 

'1 know! Midday!' 1 screamed, and threw down the @ phone. 

Example: 1 was just about to  have a cup of coffee when 
Sue called. 

a He was . . . . .  resigning when the news of his 
promotion came through. 

b Our builder told me he . . . . .  best to get the 
materials as soon as he could. 

c 1 think we'd better leave this restaurant as soon 
. . . . . . . . . . .  the bill. 

d If that little boy carries on like that, he ........... 
accident before long. 

ie By the time 1 qualify, 1 . . . . . . . . . . . .  law for six years. 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  f Our company is over by a multi-national. 

@ A word is missing from most of the numbered 
pairs of lines in the passage. Mark the place with a 
line /, and write the missing word on the right. If 
a pair of lines does not need a word added, put a 
tick (J). The first two have been done for you. 

Despite al1 the lessons we have learned 
from history, . . . . . . .  J 
it is difficult to conceive what people are 
likely /be doing ........ to  

1 a hundred years/Row. During this century, 
so many changes have ........ 

2 taken place that any idea as to what new 
invention is about become ........ 

3 an integral part of our lives has 
become more of a guessing game ........ 

4 than ever. For a start, in ten 
years' time, today's ........ 

5 innovations will probably have 
out of date. ........ 

6 There little doubt that many of our 
habitual, taken-for-granted ........ 

7 activities such as shopping and going to 
school will disappeared by ........ 

8 the year 2100, largely due to the growth 
of electronic media. But what ........ 

9 we have little idea about is how this affect 
our personal relationships. ........ 

10 Or rather, not ours as this will be long after 
we lefi this earth. What ........ 

11 concerns us is how our great-great- 
........ !grandchildren/b 

Ú' living. 12 Will people sti talking to each other face 
to face, or ........ 

13 only via computers? Will they still be able 
to find a friendly shoulder ........ 

14 to cry on when they feeling low? In the 
long run, who knows? ........ 

25 



Unit one 
............................. 

SECTION 5 
Stative verbs 

1 NOT NORMALLY USED IN THE CONTINUOUS 

Some verbs are not normally used in the 
Continuous. They describe states that stay the same 
rather than actions or events that change. The most 
common stative verb is be. Others include: 

emotional states (e.g. love, doubt, care), and senses 
(e.g. smell): 
I only want to ask you a simple question. 
Do you prefer to travel by bus or by train? 
mental processes (e.g. bclicve, fecl, remember): . . Do you realise /- what thcy're doing? 

suspect /- we're not making as much 
profit as w e  should. I understand /- 

cverything you're saying. 
verbs that describe a sense of permanence because 
they are not actions: 
How many cars does /+S yourfamily own / ewrptlsa' 
I think what  w e  need /+m-wehgfor  the trip 
depends / t+&pdmg on the weather. W h o  ff / does 
this book kkmgq / belong to? This dress fits / 
ts+hq me pefcctly. W h a t  &/does that lorry 

. . 
ízmkwwg / contain? 
We use can or could with see, hear, taste, smell, 
understand and remember to describe what is or was 
happening at the time: 
ThatS strangc: I couldn't smell anything burning 
when I went to bed last night. 

.............................................................................................................. .... 
i Tick (J )  the verbs underlined below if they are 

stative. 
a The summary included al1 the main points 

contained in the article. 
b In my opinion she deserves al1 the criticism 

she gets. 
c I prefer to use my old computer at home to 

the ones at work. 

2 WHEN STATIVE VERBS CAN BE USED IN THE 
CONTINUOUS 

We can use some stative verbs in the Continuous: 

when they have an active meaning: 
I'm tasting this to see if there is enough salt. 
She's being rather obstinate at  the moment. 
when they emphasise change or development: 
More schools b i l l  be including Shakespeare on their 
syllabuses. 
Sometimes using Simple or Continuous involves a 
change in meaning: 
17m thinking about going to sec Hamlet. (= trying to 
reach a decision) I think ShakespeareS brilliant. 
(= my opinion) 
~~m seeing her later. ( = 1 have an appointment) 
I see what you're on about. (= 1 understand) 

We use verbs that refer to physical feelings (e.g. 
hurt,  ache,feel) in the Simple or Continuous with 
little or no difference of meaning: 
M y  head aches / is aching. How are you feeling / do 
you feel now? 

2 Tick (J )  if the verb forms in these sentences are 
acceptable: 

a 1 think I'm now recognising the extent of the task - 
we have taken on. 

b Shakespeare's plays are involving a relatively 
small number of female parts. 

A small group of verbs with meanings related to 
mental activity, e.g. admit,  agree, deny, promise, etc., 
act like stative verbs. We don't use them in the 
Continuous except for emphasis. 
Are you actually denying that you took my  pen? 

I 

@ In the following pairs of sentences decide if 
one or both are acceptable. Tick (J )  those that 
are and put a cross (8) by those that are not. 

Example: I'm owning over 200 CDs. 8 
1 own over 200 CDs. J 

1 a i'm not liking ice-cream. 
b i don't like ice-cream. 

2 a The verdict depends on whether the jury 
believed the key witness. 

b The verdict is depending on whether the jury 
believed the key witness. 



STATIVE VERBS 

3 a 1 can see somebody moving in the trees over 
there. 

b 1 keep seeing somebody moving in the trees 
over there. 

4 a He is believing that aliens kidnapped his daughter. 
b He believes that aliens kidnapped his daughter. 

5 a She has a baby boy. 
b She's having a baby boy. 

6 a Are you still feeling sick? 
b Do you still feel sick? 

7 a I've been thinking about you for some time. 
b 1 think about you al1 the time. 

8 a This box is containing al1 the relevant documents. 
b This box contains al1 the relevant documents. 

9 a He's an idiot. 
b He's being an idiot. 

10 a Understanding how to use the computer is 
essential in this job. 

b i understand how to use computers and so i can 
do this job. 

Decide whether the underlined verbs are in the 
best tense. Tick (J )  those that are acceptable and 
correct those that are not. 

Topic: Describe someone you like or dislike 

1 don't like to admit to disliking anyone, but 1 have to 
confess that there is one of my classmates who 1 m 
particularly disliking ( 1 ) .  We have studied (2)  together in 
the same class for the last few years and 1 (3) to feel 
that 1 have been having (4) enough. It's not that he is an 
unpleasant person, in fact in other circumstances 1 
feelmg (5) sure that we would get on fine. It is ]ust that 
when you have sat (6) next to someone for so long in 
such an artificial environment as a classroom, you find (7) 
that the smallest thing can start to get on your nerves. 1 
thought (8) about this only the other day after the person 
in question - let us cal1 him George, though that is not 
his real name - had been trying (9)  to help me with an 
exercise in our text book. 1 (10) immediately 
that he really wasn't knowing (1 1)  what he (12) 
about. This was not a probIem but what annoved (13) me 
was the fact that he refused (14) to listen to my 
explanations. The exercise was consistinq (15) of reading 
a text and answering questions on it and 1 am not 
thinking (1 6)  that he had (1 7) the text. 1 
didn't know what to say. 1 was going to te11 (18) him 
to stop being so stupid but that would have been 
sounding (19) rude. So in the end 1 lust sat (20) and 
said nothing. 

For each of the following sentences, write a 
new sentence as similar as possible in meaning to 
the original sentence but using the word given. 
This word must not be altered in any way. 

Example: 1 may go  to work overseas. 
thinking I'm thinking of going t o  work 
ouerseas. 

a 1 was wondering whether to ask Richard to help 
me out. 
suppose . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

b Reading between the lines, 1 think the 
honeymooners are enjoying themselves. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  sounds 
c 1 can't possibly finish this work without your help. 

depending . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

d The new receptionist certainly has plenty of 
confidente. 
lack . . . . .  ' :.. . . . . . . . .  ....,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

e My young niece was always tired because she was 
found to be without enough iron. 
lacking ' . . . .  . . .  ....................... 

@ Tick (J )  the word or phrase that best 
completes each sentence. 

1 After so many years, it is great to see him C...... 
his ambitions. 
a get b realise c possess d deserve 

2 The review committee . . . . . .  three practising 
lawyers and a retired businessman. 
a consists b comprises c is made up 
d encloses 

3 Don't worry: this is nothing that you. 
a matters b entails c concerns d complicates 

4 As always, i am . . .  with everything you say. 
a agree b agreeing c agreeable 
d in agreement 

5 i . . . . .  doubt whether he will actually carry out 
his threats. 
a highly b deeply c absolutely d seriously 

6 It may be raining, but I'm . . .  enjoying myself. 
a thoroughly b highly c extremely 
d desperately 

7 1 . . . . . .  hope there won't be a repetition of these 
unfortunate events. 
a deeply b strongly c sincerely d thoroughly 

8 That voice sounds . . . . . .  : I'm sure 1 know her. 
a known b usual c familiar d remembered 

9 He finally got the reward he so richly . . . .  

a owes b earns c deserves d justifies 
10 What happens next . . .  entirely on you. 9 

a depends b revolves c trusts d relies 



SECTION 6 
Collocution: un introduction 

1 WHAT IS COLLOCATION? 

Words that occur together frequently 'collocate'. 
Words that don't collocate never occur together. If we 
try, they sound unnatural and wrong: 
X TmKPpeettPfhcwdPtrtstePfmat.eP (= they don't 

collocate) 
d Timepies  /goes by/wears on /pusses. (= they collocate) 

There are no rules we can use to learn collocations. 
There is often no logical reason why some words 
are possible and others are not: 
W e  can talk'about an academic year. (but not 

-) Discussions can be productive or 
fruitful. (but notpdq%) 
We learn a collocation by discovering it, learning it 
and using it - in the same way as other vocabulary 

2 FlXED COLLOCATIONS 

In 'fixed' collocations, particular words occur 
together, and the cornbination has a special meaning. 
Other words are not possible and so we can learn 
these compounds and common phrases as a 
combination of words. We can also think of idiomatic 
expressions and dependent prepositions as types of 
collocation: 

I had to go on a crash course to learn Spanish. The  
children arrived safe and sound. M y  boss usually 
arrives at  8 o'clock on the dot. I'll be back in a flash. 
We can sometimes choose between fixed 
collocations that mean the same thing: 
She was back in a flash or: She was back (as) quick as 
a flash. 
Fixed collocations can be changed by using different 
grammatical forms or making additions: 
You're i n  danger of pricing yourself out of the property 
market. I want  you back here on the precise dot of 
eleven. Will  they honour their election pledges? 

1 Circle the only word that completes the fixed 
collocation in this sentence. 
Please arrive in .. . .  time for the meeting. 
a fine b great c best d good 

3 OPEN COLLOCATIONS 

In 'open' collocations, we can choose from a limited 
set of words to combine with another word. We need 
a full understanding of the meanings of individual 

words, but there is often no loigicalreason why some 
words collocate and others don't: 

W e  can talk about afragile peace, or an uneasy 
peace. (but not -or 

++-+=e) 
Sometimes choosing which collocation to use 
depends on the position of the word in the 
sentence: 
W e  muy  agree unconditionally, but we don't normally 

..................... .. ......... ........................................................................... . ...... 
2 Circle any words we can combine with timing in 

this sentence: 
The  police arrived wi th  . . . timing just as the gang were 
leaving the bank. 
a best b perfect c immaculate d total e exquisite 

4 GRAMMATICAL FORMS 

adjective + noun: I remember m y  formative years. 
adverb + adjective: I 'm hopelessly addicted to coflee. 
noun + noun: The government have just unveiled 
their policy review. 
verb + noun: W e  will honour our pledge to reduce 
unemployment. 
dependent preposition: Personally, I think they 
should be ashamed of themselves. 
part of a longer phrase: It's always interesting to 
delve into the past. 

3 Circle the word which fills the gap. 
1 People were . . . . . . . . .  . moved by the photographs in 

the newspapers. 
a genuinely b totally c earnestly d lovingly 

2 Nothing you say will make a ...... . . . .  of difference 
to my decision. 
a fragrnent b scrap c gram d grain 

3 Paul is a real introvert in contrast .... .. . his 
brother Andrew. 
a with b by c to d against 

O Underline the words (a or b) that collocate in 
these sentences. 

1 There's a time .... . for completing this task. 
a barrier b limit 

2 Wine growers in Bordeaux recorded a .... . harvest 
this year. 
a bumper b boom 



3 I'd better you on the latest developments. 
a update b acquaint 

4 1 recall learning about such things in the . .  and 
distant past. 
a dark b dim 

5 1989 was a . year for Europe. 
a monumental b momentous 

6 They al1 . watches before setting off in different 
directions. 
a standardised b synchronised 

7 1 ... agree with everything you said. 
a whole-heartedly b unconditionally 

8 I'm satisfied . . . .  your progress so far. 
a for b with 

9 1 think her performance was . . . affected by the 
behaviour of the crowd. 
a adversely b wrongly 

10 I'm . committed to the idea of equality of 
opportunity. 
a lovingly b passionately 

e Put  one of the following words in  each of the 
sentences below. 

next time-consuming matter surely 
twinkling nick immemorial kill 
long-standing time 

1 Let's leave it at that for the . being and 
continue tomorrow. 

2 Slowly but . the band is becoming more and 
more popular. 

3 In the . . . . .  ... of an eye the swindler had vanished, 
never to ,return. 

1 
4 In . ... to no  time they had become the best of 

friends. 
5 The Whittington family have lived there since 

time . . 
6 1 arrived in the . . . . . . . . . .  of time to prevent a 

potential disastet 
7 1 wandered around the city centre to . . . . . .  . . .  time 

before my appointment. 
8 Cooking good French food can be a very .......... 

job. 
9 They had a . .. . agreement to keep each other 

fully informed of developments. 
10 In a . of minutes the whole building had 

been razed to the ground. 

@ In the following text, circle the underlined 
word that collocates with those around it. 

horizon, stopwatch in hand, waiting for the return of 
a pigeon to the loft at the University Field Station in 
Wytham. The research is devoted / allocated (3) to 
understanding the clues that pigeons use to enable 
them to navigate around their home / 
territorv (4). The experiments involve releasin3 / 
disch,arging (5) pigeons from a variety of sites up to 
35 kilometres away, and measuring how long it takes 
them to / YO home (6) under different 
conditions. They are not studying the pigeon for 
what it's traditionally famed / for (7), which is its 
navigation abilities from unfamiliar areas. Rather, it 
seems there is a huge / gg (8) between what 
we know about birds and other large vertebrates 
migrating over very long distances, and what we 
know about how rats and birds get their bearin~s / 
positions (9) in small areas. It seems we do not know 
much about what most anirnals fiJ / s k  (1 0) their 
time with - that is, finding their direction / wav (1 1) 
around their familiar area in relation to each other 
and to home. 

Underline the word or  phrase that best 
completes each sentence. 

1 The team won the championship four years 
, , , , , . . . . . . . 
a running b passing c following d rotating 

2 1 still see rny old classmates now and -. 

a occasionally b then c sometimes d here 
3 My watch seerns to be . .  . . . . . .  severa1 minutes a 

day. 
a fonvarding b gaining c progressing 
d moving on 

4 I'm afraid I'm really . . . . . . . .  . for time at the 
moment. 
a hurried b short c pulled d pressed 

5 This iniquitous system of taxation is unlikely to 
change in the . . . .  .. .. future. 
a far b close c predictable d foreseeable 

6 The music increases in ........... towards the end of 
the movement. 
a tempo b time c rhythm d beat 

7 He was wounded in the ... . . . .  . . . .  stages of the 
battle. 
a closing b middle c intermediate d end 

8 The performance will start . . . . .  on six. 
a exactly b punctually c dead d just 

For the past eight years or so, Lecturer in Zoology 
Tim Guilford and his colleagues have spent / used (1) 
a lot of time anxiously scrutinisinp / scanning (2) the 



Exam practice 1 
............................................ 

1 Finich each of the sentencec in cuch a way that 
it is as similar in meaning as possible to the 
sentence before it. 

a It'c only after a few weekc that you begin to feel 
at horne here. 
You won't . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

b He's alrnoct certain to leave before we do. 
By the time . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

c Lucas wac lact heard of a week ago. 
Nobody . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. ..... . . . . .  

d Theo ic the rnoct infuriating percon I've ever 
' 

rnet. 
I've yet . .  : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

e Never before have I seen Anita with her hair in 
such a rness. 
Thic ic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

f Thic type of car used to cell very well before 
the more rnodern 306  was produced. 
Since . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

g It appearc that they sent uc the wrong 
inforrnation. 
They . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .... ..... .  

h It seernc we rnade a rnistake. 
We . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

i The Precident clearly felt the rninisterc he 
sacked had not acted cwiftly enough. 
The rninisters sacked . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

j I'rn glad I got out of there: it was hell. 
I'rn glad to .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .... ............................ 

2 Fill each of the blanks with a suitable word or 
p hrase. 

a Our train . . . . . . . . . . . .  if we don't get to the station 
soon. 

b By next rnonth we . . . . .  paying for the car. 
c He is thought . . . . . . . .  deeply depressed at the 

time, but recovered later. 
d As soon as he carne through the door, he 

realised . . . . . . . . . . . .  to the wrong roorn. 
e This isn't the first time people . . . . . . . . . . . .  aback by 

his behaviour. 

3 Fi11 each of the nurnbered blanks with one 
cuitable word. 

Many townc and citiec around the world 
. . . . . . . . . . .  (1 ) up a particular image or memory as 

coon as they . . . . . . . . . . . .  (2) rnentioned, whether it is 
due to a catactrophic earthquake that chattered it, 
an aeroplane that carne down juct outcide it, or a 
rnadrnan with a gun . . . . . . . . . . . .  (3) arnok through the 
streetc in the dirn and . . . . . . . . . . . .  (4) past. 
Glactonbury ic now ectabliched as . . . . . . . . . . . .  (5) to 
thic group. 'Have you been to Glactonbury?' will 
rarely be a query as to whether you have 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  (6) pacced through the town on your 
travels. Alrnoct certainly it will be a reference to 
the twenty-odd-year-old Festival of Music whose 
horne it ic. What is . . . . . . . . . .  (7) in the media as 'an 
instant town the size of Oxford' appearc there for 
three dayc in late June and . . . . . . . . . .  (8) inhabited 
by around 100,000 people, rnoct of whorn will 
have . . . . . . . . . . .  (9) up to £1 00 a ticket for the 
privilege. 
In the last year or so, a cornetimec quite heated 
argurnent has . . . . . . . . . . .  (10) out along the linec of 
'Are you too old for Glactonbury?' As we rnilled 
yecterday arnongst the crowdc, opinion seerned 
evenly divided. Never . . . . . . . . . . .  (1 1) been to cuch a 
festival before, 1 7-year-old Nathalie Worsnip failed 
to see why 40-sornethings who . . . . . . . . . . .  (1 2) had 
their day should spoil things for people like her 
who . . . . . . . . . .  (1 3) going to Glastonbury for the first 
time. She suspected the forrner would be 
' . . . . . . . . . . .  (1 4) like rnad for rniddle-aged has-beens' 
and ignore up-and-corning young bands who had 
. . . . . . . . . . .  (1 5) to break into the big time. On the 
other hand, reforrned hippie and university lecturer, 
David Stone, pointed out that it was his generation 
who had . . . . . . . .  (1  6) Glastonbury on the rnap. 
There had . . . . . . . . .  (1 7) nothing like it before, and 
he failed to see why they could not follow through 
what they had . . . . . . . . .  (1 8) in the late seventies. 
The Festival's future and its ethos seern uncertain. 
Will grandfathers still . . . . . . . . . . .  (1 9) attending in 
ten years' time, or will they . . . . . . . . . . . .  (20) been 
banned in the interests of today's (and 
tornorrow's!) rnusic? 

€!m-- 



E X A M  PRACTICE 1 

4 Circle a letter A, B, C or D that best fills each numbered gap. 

As time . . . . . . . . . . . .  ( l ) ,  the power of newspapers seems to be on the . . . . . . . . . . . .  (2).  This is 
odd because in the relatively . . . . . . . .  . . .  (3) past people were predicting that the influence 
of the written word would diminish in . . . . . . .  . (4) proportion to the rate of increase of 
the spoken word and moving image through TV and video. The Internet, cable and 
satellite television, Teletext and multi-media computers in . . . . . . . . . . .  (5) other home should 
surely have . . . . . .  . .  . (6) for newspapers by now, particularly alongside a perceptible 
resurgence in the audiences for news-carrying radio stations. How have these organs 
survived, let alone . . . . . . . . . . . .  ( 7 ) ,  particularly on a Sunday? Why do people who have 
seen a football or tennis . . .  . . . . . . .  (8) live or on the small screen rush the next day to 
read a . . . . . .  . . . . .  (9) version of it in four or five columns which surely cannot mean more 
to the reader than that self-same viewer of the previous afternoon or evening? Why 
would anyone who has seen a film and formed a . .  . . (1 0) irnpression of it the 
following day read a review of the . . . .  . . .  . (1 1 ) film in a newspaper? To see if s/he is 
right? Isn't that what friends are for? Don't we have colleagues for just that purpose - 
to see if our ideas on any . . . . . . . . . . . .  ( 1  2) song, film or programme tally with others'? 
What is this product that . . . . . . . . . . . .  (1 3) of not much more than outrageous headlines, 
wayward comment, subjective editorials and hyperbolic sports pages still doing in our 
lives? It seems for the time . . . . . . . . . . . .  (1 4) to be leading a charmed life. When it finally 
goes, though, many may come to mourn its . . .  . . . . .  (1 5). 

1 A flies B passes C goes D drags 
2 A increase B rice C expansion D build 
3 A latest B distant C immediate D recent 
4 A exact B direct C precise D equal 
5 A al1 B any C every D one 
6 A done B gone C stood D set 
7 A flourished B bloomed C flowered D rooted 
8 A game B set C match D meeting 
9 A curtailed B cut C reduced D potted 

10  A vivid B coloured C bright D direct 
1 1 A above-mentioned B aforesaid C latter D previous 
12 A given B taken C subjected D written 
13 A comprises B contains C consists D informs 
14  A out B being C given D present 
15 A perishing B dying C falling D passing 



I Passives 

Entry test  
1 Finish each of the following sentences in such a 

way that it is as similar as possible to the 
sentence before it. 

a The car cornpletely destroyed rny rnotorbike. 
My rnotorbike . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

b Second prize was awarded to an unknown author 
from Patras. 
An unknown author frorn Patras . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

c The judge refused hirn permission to appeal 
against the decision. 
H e . . . . . . . .  :. . . . . . . . . .  .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

d Blur have earned several rnillion pounds frorn their 
new alburn. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Blur's new alburn 
e They suggested we try a new rnethod of checking 

how much we were spending. 
We . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

FOR OBJECTS AND AGENTS WlTH THE PACSIVE. SEE SECTION l .  

2 Fill in each of the blanks with a suitable word 
or phrase. 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  a My proposals were rejected and I was 
back down. 

b I think he needs . . . . .  told to keep his nose 
clean. 

c The problern was . . . . . . . .  been told where the fire 
escapes were. 

d His son is believed . . . . . . . . . . .  kidnapped by 
separatist guerrillas. 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  e Under the old proposals, candidates were 
been given an extra 15  minutes to complete their 
papers. 

3 Fill the blanks with a suitable word or phrase. 

a The video rnachine is behaving strangely but we're 
fixed next week. 

. . . . . . . . .  b The lights keep flickering: we rnust to look 
at the wiring for us. 

c lan's not the easiest person to get on with; that's 
sornething you'll have . . . . . .  to. 

. . . . . . . . . . .  d I car broken into the other day and the 
radio stolen. 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  e Elderly people can get in by conrnen going 
from house to house. 

FOR STRUCTURES WlTH GET AND HAVE, CEE SECTION 3. 

4 Finish each of the following sentences in such a 
way that it is as similar as possible to the 
sentence before it. 

a Leaving that dress in the sun has made it fade. 
That dress . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

b We watched the rnen sail the boat into the 
harbour. 
We watched the boat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .... ..... . . . . . . . . . . . .  

c I dropped the glass and cracked it. 
The glass cracked . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

d I added flour to the sauce and thickened it. 
The sauce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

e They're selling a lot of copies of that new single. 
That new single . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

FOR TRANSITIVE TO INTRANSITIVE WITHOUT USlNG THE PACSIVE, 
SEE SECTION 4. 

FOR INFlNlTlVES AND -ING FORM PASSIVES. SEE SECTION 2. 



Other reasons for using the passive include: OVERVIEW 

1 FORM OF THE PASSIVE 

We form the passive using be in an appropriate tense 
or form + the past participle of a transitive verb: 

A small sum of money was stolenfrom the cash box. 
They ought to have been punished more severely. 
Having been beaten in the semirfinal, shejew home 
the next day. 
In spoken English, we sometimes use get instead of 
be in the passive: 
They got told oflfor making so much noise. 
However, get + -ed is more common with an active 
meaning similar to 'become' in phrases like get 
dressed, get married, etc. (See Section 3.2) .  

2 REASONS FOR USlNG THE PASSIVE 

In English, the topic or subject matter is commonly 
at the beginning of the sentence, and new 
information about the subject is normally at the end. 
In an active sentence, the 'agent' (the person or thing 
that performs the action) usually comes first and is 
the subject of the sentence: 

Subject (Agent) Action Result 
Olympiakos scored thefirst goal. 

This active sentence is principally about Olympiakos. 
In the passive, the result or thing affected by the 
action comes first and is the subject of the 
sentence: 

Subject (Result) Action Agent 
Thefirst goal was scored by Olympiakos. 

This passive sentence is principally about the goal. 
We choose between active and passive because of the 
topic we are talking about, especially when reporting 
information. An English newspaper, assuming its 
readers are interested in the England football team, 
makes the England team the topic. It is likely to 
report: 

England have been beaten by Germany in a penalty 
shoot-out. 

A German newspaper, more interested in their own 
national team, is likely to report: 

Germany has beaten England in a penalty shoot-out. 

* the agent is unknown or obvious (see also 
Section 1): 
I was born in 1982. 
Coflee will be made available after the meal. 

a the agent is 'people or things in general': 
Some verbs cannot be used in the Continuous. 

e the agent is a long phrase: 
Helen was surprised by al1 the messages of sympathy 
tha t she received. 

9 avoiding references to ourselves and making a 
statement impersonal: 
We can't possibly complete this work overnight. 
becomes: This work can't possibly be completed 
overnight. (= the work is the problem, not us) 
avoiding 'you' in orders and rules: 
You must gwe in your application before the end of the 
week. becomes: All applications must be given in 
before the end of the week. 
in factual writing when the focus is usually on 
events, achievements, etc. rather than agents: 
Vaccination had been pioneered two hundred 
years earlier. 

Not al1 be + -ed forms are passive. They may be 
adjectives: 
I was worried we would be late because of the trafic. 
We avoid passive constructions with be being or 
been being, although they sometimes occur in 
spoken English: 

A v o i d : o  
d. 
J They will have been repairing the road for 
months. or: The road will have been under repair 
for months. 



3 VERBS WlTH LlMlTED USE IN THE PASSIVE SECTION 1 
Agents and o bjects w i th  the passive 

1 THE AGENT 

Not mentioning the agent 

In most passive sentences we have no interest in who 
or what performs the action. We are interested in the 
action itself, who or what is affected by the action, or 
what is the result of it (see Overview). In fact, only 
about 20% of passive sentences mention the agent: 

That window has been broken again! 

Mentioning the agent 

We mention the agent when we think the 
information is important, especially if we want to say 
more about it, for example with a relative clause: 

1 remember being taken to the fair by my father, who 
rarely showed any interest i n  such things. 
The suwivors were picked out o f the  water by a cruise 
liner which had heard their distress call. 

The agent is usually introduced with by 
(See Section 6.3 for prepositions after passives). 

2 VERBS WlTH TWO OBJECTS 

Verbs that have two objects (usually a person and a . 
thing) in the active usually have two passive forms 
because either of the objects can become the new 
subject: 

They gave the award to an unknmn actress. 
(= active) 
The award was given to a n  unknown actress. 
(= passive) 
An unknmn actress was given the award. 
(= passive) 

We usually add a preposition before the personal 
object. The preposition is usually to, but we 
sometimes use for: 
A note was handed to the minister. 
A slice of rake was cut for him. 

However, some verbs, e.g. allow, ask, cause, forgive, 
deny, don't normally take a preposition before the 
personal object: 
Permission was refused him. 

We can't use some verbs as freely in the passive as 
others. 

We can't use intransitive verbs in the passive 
because they don't have an object that can be 
changed into the subject: 
iÍJ . . 

@++i=Y 
d The Tasmanian tiger died out early this century. 

Some verbs, e.g. suggest and explain, can't change 
the indirect object to subject: 
iÍ-, 

d The procedure was explained to him. 
A new time was suggested for us. 

Some verb phrases with two objects can't be 
passive at all: 
1 bear hirn no ill will. 
The book earned hirn a fortune. 
Let me wish you luck. 
Some verbs are followed by two nouns, but the 
second is not really an object. We can see this if it 
is replaced by an adjective: 
They declared hirn President. 
He was declared President. 
The doctor declared hirn dead. 
He was declared dead. 

%e doy has been 
depressed since t h e  7V 

Correct the following sentences. 

a Man and wife they were pronounced. 
b 1 was explained what 1 had to do. 
c His previous misdemeanours were forgiven to 

him. 
d He wks earned a lot of money from his betting. 
e We were suggested a good restaurant for lunch. 



AGENTS A N D  OBJECTS WlTH THE PASSIVE 

Fill each of the gaps in the following sentences with one of the 
passive verb phrases below. 

is deemed could soon befitted were charged has been held 
has finally been elected is expected being caused to be pnnted 
is auctioned being considered 

a High-tech 'leg-irons' . . . . . . .  on violent suspects arrested by the 
police, under plans . . . . .  by chief constables. 

b Last week, police in Scotland called for the introduction of leg- 
restraints following concerns about the number of injuries ............ 
during struggles in the back of police cars and vans. 

c Four people . . . . . .  last night with public disorder offences after 
officers mounted dawn raids on suspected football hooligans. 

d Hugh Hefner, founder of 'Playboy', . . . . . . . . . . . .  to the American Society 
of Magazine Editors' Hall of Fame. 

e A first edition copy of Chaucer's 'Canterbury Tales', the first book 
i f. 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  in England,' . . . . . .  to raise at least £500,000 when it . . . . . . . . .  

in July. 
f A British woman released early from an attempted murder sentence 

in the Unites States - a charge which she has always denied - ........... 
in prison because she . . . . . . . . . . .  an illegal immigrant. 

a Add the appropriate extra information (a-e) to the passive 
sentences (1 -5).  

i The news was leaked to the press by the minister ... 
2 The minister was attacked by protesters, ... 
3 1 remember being sent a letter by a man in America .. 
4 The winning goal was scored by Fausto Ferrini ... 
5 A man was run over by a car, ... 

a in his first appearance for the club. 
b who had waited outside the building al1 day to voice their 

opposition to the policies. 
c in a deliberate attempt to boost his populariq. 
d who complained my article was prejudiced against his country. 
e which witnesses said was being driven at very high speed. 

Where possible, rewrite each of the following sentences in two 
different ways, using a different subject each time. Some sentences 
may be rewritten only one way. 

a The police showed the victim a picture of the suspect. 
b People used to se11 the tourists fake antiques. 
c Why didn't they offer the customers a refund? 
d They didn't guarantee every participant a free lunch. 
e They reported the incident to the police. 
f People suggested to us that the Internet would be a good source of 

information. 
g They promised us full compensation if the scheme fe11 through. 
h The referee declared the boxing match a draw. 
i We'll give the new members of staff al1 the help they need. 

j The incident earned him the reputation of being unreliable. 

a Fill each of the numbered 
blanks in the following passage 
with one suitable word. 

Twenty-four hours after arriving in 
the country, 1 ............ (1) told to 
leave. The security police, the 
country's largest employer, came to 
my hotel, politely asked me what 1 
thought of the city and then 
recommended that 1 leave on the 
morning plane. 1 asked them why 
1 was ............ (2) expelIed and they 
said it was not a question of my 
being ' ............ (3) out', they were 
simply recommending that 1 leave. 
1 refused and the problems started. 
My passport and plane ticket 
............ (4) stolen from my room 
after my key 'disappeared'. The 
police shrugged their shoulders and 
decided not to interview the leather- 
jacketed youth who 1 ............ (5) 
been pressed up against in the lift. 
For three days 1 was ............ (6) by 
two not very secret policemen 
everywhere 1 went. 1 visited a 
fellow-journaIist whose address 1 
had ............ (7) given. He lived in 
a beautiful old house which would 
............ (8) demolished the 
folIowing year by the government to 
make way for a block of 'modern' 
flats. Everybody would be 
............ (9) in it as soon as it was 
ready but where they would live in 
the meantime had not been 
............ (1 0) out. Massive taxation 
was ............ (1 1 ) imposed on the 
people to pay for these supposed 
improvements. 1 went back to the 
hotel, still ............ (1 2 )  followed 
by the two policemen, and felt 



SECTION 2 

Infinitives and -ing form passives 

1 INFlNlTlVES AFTER CERTAIN VERBS 

Make, see, hear, and help have different patterns in the 
active and the passive. In the active, the verb is 
followed by object + infinitive without to. In the 
passive, we use a to-infinitive: 
Active Passive 

1 heard h im shout at He was heard to shout at 
his brother. his brother. 
They've mude h im  promise He's been mude to promise 
not to come before six. not to come before six. 

Let v. allow 
We can't use let in the passive when it is followed 
by a verb phrase. We use allow: 
M y  parents let me do what 1 wanted. (= active) 
X P .  
d l . w a s  allowed to do what 1 wanted. 

But we can use let in the passive in phrases like: 
The dog was let loose. 1 was  badly let down. 

2 PASSIVE INFlNlTlVES 

We form the passive infinitive of verbs by putting 
to be (sometimes to get) in front of the past participle: 
Active Passive 

ThereS so much to do. ThereS so much to be done. 
I've got to  write this essay This essay has got to  be 
bejore Friday. written before Friday. 
I f l 'm  going to do i t  by Ifit 's going t o  be done by 
then, I'd better get a then, I'd better get a 
move on. move on. 

If the subject is not the agent, we use a passive 
infinitive : 
Al1 systems are to be checked as soon as possible. 
We can use some active and passive infinitives 
with the same meaning, especially after There: 
There are so many rooms to paint / to  be painted. 
But, with something, anything and nothing + to do 
there can be a change in meaning: 
ThereS nothing to do i n  the evenings. (= we're 
bored) I'm sorry, there's nothing t o  be done. 
(= there's no action anyone can take) 

3 REPORT VERBS 

We ofien use report verbs, e.g. daim,  mention, request, 
point out, with impersonal passive constructions. 
There are three main patterns: 

It's thought by the press that  the chairman earns too 
much. The chairman is  thought by the press to earn 
too much. There are thought t o  be disagreements 
among senior ministers. 
We ofien introduce a statement with They say, 
think, believe, etc. or It is said ... / One knows ..., etc. 
meaning 'People generally think, believe, etc. . . .': 
It's thought tha t  carrots improve eyesight. (= Carrots 
are believed to improve eyesight.) 

4 PASSIVE -1NG FORMS 

We use passive -ing forms (being + -ed) and Perfect 
passive -ing forms (having been + -ea): 

afier verbs that are normally followed by -ing 
forms (see Unit 15): 
I luve being given Powers. She recalled having been 
taken there when she was young. 
as participles, usually with the meaning of 
'because' (see Unit 6, Section 1): 
Being paid monthly, I f ind annual bills hard to pay. 
Having been stung by bees, she has no love ofinsects. 
as the subject of a sentence: 
Being pruved wrong is never a comfortable experience. 

We use Perfect passive infinitives to emphasise that 
something is or isn't completed (See also Unit 1, 
Section 2 Watch out!): 
M y  new car was to have been delivered today but there 
was a problem with the paintwork. 

Active or passive infinitive? 

If the subject is the agent, the sentence is active 
and we use an active infinitive: 
I've got so many library books to return. 

Underliile the passives in these sentences. 

i They are believed to have lefi the country. 
2 She is thought to have been smuggled out of the 

country in the back of a lorry. 
3 They were seen to leave the room together. 
4 He is said to be recovering well. 
5 The whole place was cleaned until there was not 

a speck of dust to be seen anywhere. 



O Fill each of the blanks with a suitable word. 

Example: New measures to combat crime are to be 
introduced at the end of the year. 

. . . . . . . .  a We ......... strongly advised reconsider our 
position. 

b He is known ........................ hidden large sums of 
money in his orchard. 

c They are understood . . . . . . . . . . . .  have . . . . . . . . .  offered 
over £5000 for their story. 

d i . . . . . . .  always made . . . . . .  apologise to my 
little sister after an argument. 

e it's too late now: there's nothing more . . . . . . .  be 
. . . . . . .  

f 1 left with the distinct feeling of ........... been 
for granted. ............ 

g 1 used to steal walnuts from my grandfather's 
garden and never worried about . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  out. 

h There are . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  any 
survivors from yesterday's aircrash. 

Finish each of the following sentences in such, , 
a way that it is as similar as possible to the 
sentence before it. 

Example: Many people believe that Stonehenge was 
built as some kind of time-keeping device. 
Stonehenge is believed by many people to have been 
built as some kind of time-keeping device. 

a They made me te11 them everything 1 knew. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 

b Nobody ever let me study the piano at school. 
1 

c It 1s often said that Shakespeare never revised 
anything he wrote. 
Shakespeare 

d There were once thought to be canals on Mars. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  It 

e From what we understand, there was an attack last 
night in the vicinity of the beach. 
There is . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

f It's a widespread assumption that George was 
wrongly accused. 
George .......................................................................... 

g You have to clean these football boots until they 
shine. 
These football boots are ............................................ 

h Under no circumstances should you cross this line. 
. . This line is ..f.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

@ For each of the sentences, write a new 
sentence as similar as possible in meaning to the 
original sentence, but using the word given. 

Example: A lot of people are saying that he's working 
undercover. rumoured 
It's rumoured that he's working undercover. / 
He's rumoured to be working undercover. 

a She wants it to be clear to people that she's fair 
seen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

b He often says to people how much of his success 
is down to you. 
heard ........................................................................ 

c The theory is that she fe11 overboard at night and 
drowned. 
fallen ............................. .. ......................................... 

d We certainly don't want any repetition of such a 
ridiculous spectacle ever again. 
repeated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

e The plan was originally to complete the building 
by June. 
due . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

f When 1 was a child, 1 was never allowed to play 
with the children next door. 
let . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Finish each of the following sentences in such 
a way that it is as similar as possible to the 
sentence before it. 

Example: He didn't remember that he had been 
ordered to appear before the judge. 
He had no recollection of being ordered to appear 
before the judge. 

a She vaguely remembers that she was knocked 
down by a motorbike. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  She has vague memories of 
b It's never very nice when people laugh at you. 

Being . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

c Stewart was criticised for his extravagance and 
was more careful after that. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Having 
d 1 really wish 1 hadn't been pushed into giving a 

speech. 
1 really regret . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

e Because 1 was told it was quicker, 1 naturally took 
the mountain road. 
Having . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

f 1 can't te11 you what it feels like because nobody's 
ever given me £100,000. 
Never ........................................................... .. .......... 



GRAMMAR 

SECTION ? 
Structures with get and have 

We can use get and have in both active and passive 
patterns. 

The active pattern, meaning 'cause or order 
someone to do something', is get + person + to- 
infinitive, or have + person + infinitive without to: 
1'11 get the waiter to bring you the menu. 
1'11 have the waiter bring you the menu. 
Note that have is much more common in 
American English; get is common in spoken British 
English. 
The passive pattern, meaning 'arrange for 
somebody else to do something', is get / have + 
object + past participle: 
1'11 have /get the menu brought to you. 
1 had to get / have my jacket cleaned after the party. 
1 must go and get / have my photo taken for my new 
passport. 
1'11 get / have those copies madefor you immediately. 
She's getting/ having her teeth fixed. 

2 GET + -ED: ACTIVE AND PASSIVE 

We can sometimes use get instead of be in the 
passive. This is usually informal: 

They got punished by the Principal for making so 
much noise. 
Lucky Paul got promoted / elected / chosen / appointed 
yesterday. 
Poor Vassili - his dog got run over last night. 
Get meaning 'become' is also common with a 
particular small group of past participles: 
get dressed get married get used to get stuck 
get lost get caught get burned get involved 
The meaning of these phrases can be active: 
1 got dressed as quickly as 1 could. 
We can use some of these active phrases with 
an object: 
1 have to get the children dressed early every morning. 
Don't get your family involved in the business. 

3 THINGS THAT HAPPEN TO YOU 

We use have + object + past participle to describe 
things that happen to us, often misfortunes. The 
subject is the person who experiences what 
happened: 

I've had my car stolen. (Compare: My car was 
stolen.) 
He's had his application for citizenship turned down. , 

(Compare: His applicationfor citizenship has been 
turned down.) 
My mother's had her letter published in The Times. 
(Compare: My mother's letter has been published in 
The Times.) 
In spoken English we can sometimes use get 
instead of have: 
She's got another letter published in The Times. 
Note that sometimes only the context will identify 
precise meaning. Consider: 
They had theirfence pulled down. (= either: they 
employed somebody to pul1 it down (causative); or 
it was pulled down without their planning it, e.g. 
by vandals.) 

Which of these sentences are causatives? 

1 He tried to escape but got caught. 
2 They were aiming to walk the entire route but 

got tired in the end. 
3 1 need to get my hair cut. 
4 I'm going to have my portrait painte dJ 
5 1 had my car broken into last week. 



O Fill each of the numbered blanks in the passage 
below with a form of have or be. 

I t  was last May, while we were taking our annual late- 
spring break on Lindos that we . . . . . . . . . .  (1) our house 
broken into. Al1 our TV and video equipment 
. . . . . . .  (2) stolen, but what was worse was when we 
discovered that the final draft of my husband's latest 
novel ........... (3) . . . . . . . .  (4) torn into pieces and the 
disks he . . . . . . . .  (5) . . . . . . . . .  (6) writing it on . . . . . .  (7) 
disappeared. Of course, you hear about people who 
. . . . . . . . . . .  (8) . . . . . .  (9) their properties vandalised and 
others whose most prized possessions . . . . . . . . . . .  (10) 
. . . . . .  (1 1) taken, but it's a terrible shock when it 
happens to you, when you know that your home 
.: ...... > (12) ........... (13) invaded, and that you 

....... (14) . . . . . . . . . . .  (15) your most intimate belongings 
handled and examined by strangers. 

Finish each of the following sentences in such a 
way that it is as similar as possible in meaning to 
the sentence before it. 

Example: Hasn't that film been developed yet? 
Haven't you had the$lm developed yet? 

a Can it be true that you're really going to deliver 
my sofa today? 
Can it be true that I'm 

b One of the others agreed to post my letters for me 
1 got 

c My dentist is supposed to be cappmg my two front 
teeth this morning. 
I'm .................................................................................... 

d My car really needs servicing. 
1 really ........................................................................... 

e Why did you let them go without signing the 
receip t? 
Why didn't you ..................... ... ................................ 

@ Fill the blanks with a suitable word or phrase. 

Example: His arm is in a sling after he got it stamped on. 

a 1 keep getting headaches so I'm going . . . . . . . . . .  tested. 
b It's unpleasant for children when they ........... names 

by other children. 
c I've just . . . . . . .  taken for my new passport. 
d My handbag was completely flattened after it .......... 

on in the bus. 
e My husband's been to the hairdresser: 1 really wish 

he . . . . . . . . . . .  so short. 
f 1 know you don't approve of my new hair colour 

but you'll just . . .  to it. 

For each of the following sentences, write a 
new sentence as similar as possible in meaning to 
the original sentence, but using the word given. 
The words must not be altered in any way. 

Example: Computing is just something you take for 
granted after a while. get 
Computing is just something you get used t o  after a 
while. 

a The whole of my sister's class spent last weekend 
redecorating her flat. 
had 

b We couldn't find our way out of the woods. 

got 
c Do you think there's any chance of this new party 

winning the election? 

get 
d 1 can't say 1 enjoy the teacher reading out my 

work in front of the class. 
having 

e It's quite simple for a locksmith t o  c-opy one or 
more of your keys. 
copied 

0 Rearrange the words to make coherent 
sentences inside the first and last words given. 

Example: film to has just be 
That . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  seen. 
That$lm just has t o  be seen. 

a your ever your house belongings into any and had 
broken of you 
Have . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  stolen? 

b fingerprints police your on you never had files 
have can put you 
Once . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  relax. 

c something get got have done just about this to 
You .................................... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  office. 

d your 1 not passport help would got have my for 
But . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  stamped. 

e us organised get at can the everything of al1 same 
1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  time. 

f care any take to must such involved dangerous in 
family your not get 
You . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  situations. 

g arrested taxed if will get you car be almost and 
certainly don't your 
You ................................................................... insured. 

h interest government seems to never to brought 
get under able rates be 
The . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  control. 



SECTION 4 
Not using the passive: transitive to 
intransitive 

1 CHANGING THE SUBJECT WITHOUT USlNG 
THE PASSIVE 

With some transitive verbs we can change the 
subject of a sentence without using the passive. We 
don't mention or even imply an agent. Verbs that 
allow us to change the subject to 'the thing affected 
by the action' without using the passive are called 
'ergative' verbs. By changing the subject of the 
sentence in this way, the active transitive verb 
becomes intransitive: 

The dog opened the door. (= active) The door was 
opened by the dog. (= passive) The door opened. 
(ergative - as if the door opened by itself) 
Here are more examples of ergative verbs: 
The whistle blew. That jumper does up at the neck. 
The car crashed into a post. The soup thickened. 

2 MEANINGS OF THESE VERBS 

Describing change 

Most verbs that we can use in this way describe 
change of some kind: 

Transitive Non-passive intransitive 

This book will change His life changed completely 
your li$e. when he moved to Denmark. 
The sun had dried their Their clothes had dried 
clothes by the time they by the time they got home. 
got home. 
She broke her pencil Her pencil broke because 
because she was pressing she was pressing too hard. 
too hard. 

Other examples include: 
begin vary decrease expand increase open 
close ftnish fade stretch crack smash 

We can't use al1 verbs describing change in this 
way. For example, destroy and demolish must stay 
transitive: 
X-. 
J They demolished the old building. The old building 

was demolished. 

Describing movement 

Other verbs that we can use in this way describe 
movement of some kind: 
Transitive Non-passive intransitive 

He reversed the car A car reversed 
into the garage. round the corner. 
The pilot landed the plane The plane landed on time. 
on only one engine. 
He moved his chair That new restaurant 
closer to hers. has moved. 

Other examples include: 
turn stop fill shake spin sail tip 
ship bounce , 

Cooking 

Another group of verbs that we can use in this way 
relate to cooking: 
Transitive Non-passive intransitive 

Dissolve the mixture in Stir until the sugar 
a little water has dissolved. 
Simmer the stock for After the stock has simmered 
an hour. for an hour, add seasoning. 

Other examples include: 
bake boil cook fry melt toast thicken 
burn heat up cool down warm brown 
freeze thaw 

3 OTHER EXAMPLES OF ERGATIVE VERBS 

She photographs very well. (= she is photogenic) 
Her voice records well. (= her voice sounds good 
on tape) 
Will this stain wash out? (= Will the stain disappear 
with washing?) 
Your composition reads well. (= your style is very good) 
Black jeans are selling well. (= many people are 
buying them) 
This skirt creases so easily. (= the skirt becomes 
creased very quickly) 

Which of the following sentences are incorrect? 

a The light has destroyed the photograph. 
b Raise your hand if you know the answer. 
c The photograph destroyed because of the light. 
d The photograph was destroyed in the fire. 
e The treasure was raised to the surface. 
f The hot air balloon raised quickly into the sky. 



In the following pairs of sentences, a, b or 
both are correct. Put a cross ()o next to every 
sentence that is incorrect. Write the correction. 

Example: a Drop a line when you get there. 
b He was upset to discover he dropped 
from the team. (A) (had been/ wa5 dropped) 

1 a The Titanic was sunk by an iceberg. 
b The boat sank without trace. 

2 a This shirt dries extremely quickly. 
b Her hair soon dried by the wind. 

3 a The hole soon filled with water. 
b The room was filled with hundreds of people. 

4 a The western shore washed by warm currents. 
b Fertile soil washes down into the valleys. 

5 a My dress ripped when it caught in the car door 
b His newspaper had been ripped into shreds. 

6 a The sacked workers compensated for the loss 
of earnings. 

b He was compensated for his injuries. 
7 a My chair tipped backwards until it fe11 over. 

b Al1 the left-overs were tipped into a bin liner. 
8 a Inflation was increased over the last six 

months. 
b My salary was increased by just over 5%. 

9 a They've expanded production facilities at the 
old factory. 

b Metal is expanded when heated. 
10 a The white Mercedes turned into the car park. ' 

b The sign had been turned to face the opposite 
direction. 

e Rewrite each of the following sentences 
changing the object to subject without using the 
passive. Add any prepositional phrases necessary. 

Example: The sun has melted the chocolate. 
The chocolate has melted in the sun. 

The DJ dimmed the lights during the last dance. 
Darren improved his performance in the 100 
metres by a tenth of a second. 

c An iceberg sank the Titanic in 191 1. 
d Tears filled his eyes. 
e The committee gradually developed the plan. 

NOT USING THE PASSIVE: TRANSITIVE TO INTRANSITIVE 

@ For each of the following sentences, write a 
new sentence as similar as possible in meaning to 

' 

the original sentence, but using the word given. 

Example: The first act of your play is very well 
written. reads 
Thefirst act of your play reads very well. 

a Initially, 1 think you develop the plot very 
convincingly. 
unfolds 

b You step up the tension in the third scene. 
increases 

c But then everything seems different. 
change 

d You put in melodrama instead of real drama, don't 
you? 
replaces 

e Why do you close the first act with only a vague 
suspicion of murder in the air? 
does 

f Why don't you open the second act with the 
actual killing? 
doesn't 

g And why does the third act end on such an anti- 
climax? 
do 

h It's difficult to see tickets being bought for a play 
like this. 
selling 

a Fill each of the gaps in these extracts from a 
report with an appropriate word from the list. 

Example: The amount we can spend on technical 
equipment has fortunately increased. 
grown expanded fallen contracted widened 
intensifica folded changed dried (increased) 

a It's sad that the number of students considering a 
career in teaching has . . . . . . . .  off a lot. 

b Consequently, the teacher training faculty has 
. . . . . . .  by about 25%. 

c Attitudes towards the teaching profession have 
considerably. 

d However, in other departments options have 
greatly. . . . . . . .  

e Inevitably some departments have . . . . . . . . . .  

completely. 
f Interest in Latin, for example, has . . . . . . . . .  up. 
g And competition with other colleges has, it must 

be admitted, . . . . . . . . . . .  
h But, the curriculum has . . . . . . . . . .  into new areas ' 

such as media studies. 
i Interest in computer studies has . . . . . . . . . .  beyond al1 

expectations. 



SECTION 5 
Verbs w e  commonly use in the 
passive 

3 PREPOSITIONS 

Some common passive verbs collocate with 
particular prepositions. Here are some examples: 

The threat was couched in the vaguest possible terms. 
We've been conditioned into accepting T V  as essential. 
The athlete was acclaimed as a national hero. 
The old man has been indicted as a war criminal. 
1 don't think any of these remarks could be construed 
as positive. 
I've been swamped with requests to do concerts al1 
over Europe. 

1 VERBS WITHOUT AN AGENT 

We use some verbs more often in the passive than in 
the active because the agent is either unknown or 
obvious, or not important to what we want to say: 

I was born i n  Italy. 
M y  neighbour's been arrested! 
She was fined £1 00 for driving without insurance. 
Stockholm has been dubbed the Venice of the North. 
A reminder will be sent by post. 
The stadium was built i n  1983. 

.................................................................................................................... 
1 Add one of these passive verbs to the sentences 

below. Make any necessary changes. 
be deemed be earmarked be bafled be jailed 
be strewn 

a Their work . . . . . . . . . .  to be of the highest standard. 
b The murderer should .......... for life. 
c The floor had . . . . . . .  with newspapers and old 

magazines. 

2 Add a suitable preposition to these sentences. 
. . . . . . . .  a The factory is scheduled demolition next 

year. 
............ b The little boy was eventually reunited his 

parents. 
. . . . . . . . .  c These three chapters could be subsumed a 

new heading. 
. . . . . .  d I've been shortlisted the Noble Prize for 

Literature! 

4 NO PREPOSlTlON 

Some common passive verbs, e.g. be called, be named, 
be deemed, be dubbed, are not commonly followed by a 
preposition: 
Al1 his eforts were deemed a complete waste of public 
resources. 
17ve been called many things i n  my lqe but never 
'inspired '. 

d i . . . . . .  completely . . . . . . . . .  and had no idea what had 
h a ~ ~ e n e d .  5 PHRASAL VERBS 

I I 

e The building has . . .  for demolition. We also commonly use particular phrasal verbs in 
.................................................................................................................... the passive: 

2 ADJECTIVE OR PASSIVE? 
This coat was handed down to me by my older brother. 
1 was so caught up i n  my book that 1 failed to realise 

Some verbs are so commonly used in the passive, the time. 
without mentioning an agent, that they work in a The get-out clause was written into their contract. 
similar way to -ed adjectives (see Overview, Watch 
out!): 

I heard the news and was horrified. 
Tuscan trufles are particularly prized for their pungent 
aroma. 
I'm gutted! (slang = I'm very upset) 



O Match the beginnings of the sentences (1-10) with a suitable 
ending (a-j). 

1 The condemned man was 
reprieved 

2 1 was completely mesmerised 
3 The old man was paralysed 
4 Both players were penalised 
5 I've been swamped 
6 The meeting has been 

scheduled 
7 Ioannis was somewhat 

disconcerted 
8 His behaviour was in danger of 

being construed 
9 She was hospitalised 

10 The factory is staffed 

a for complaining to the 
referee. 

b by experienced machine 
operators. 

c as aggressive. 
d at the last moment. 
e for next Friday. 
f by his performance. 
g by the lack of response. 
h with offers of help. 
i down one side after the 

stroke. 
j for three months after the 

accident. 

a Fill each of the gaps with the most appropriate word from 
the list. 

haunted touched locked earmarked bufeted possessed hounded 
blessed doomed destined handicapped dogged 

Jack, he's so unlucky: . . . . . . . . .  (1) by misfortune, . . . . . . . . .  (2) by fate at 
every turn and .......... (3) by memories of the past. . . . . . . . . .  (4) in a battle 
with his family, . . . .  (5) by the police and severely . . . . . . . . .  (6) by facial 
features straight out of a horror movie, he's . . . . . . . . . .  (7) to failure. 

Ji11 is so different. (8) with an ability to get on with everyone, 
(9) with genius, already (lo) by her company for a top job 

and (11) to be a success in whatever she does, she's (12) of 
just about every quality Jack lacks 

@ Fill each of the gaps in the following sentences with an 
appropriate verb from the list. The verbs should be used in the 
passive. 
overcome deemed inundated dwarfed dubbed shrouded scheduled 
bafled strewn short-listed 

a The ex-champion . . . . . . . .  by heat exhaustion in the final and was 
unable to finish the match. 

b How the intelligence services work .......... in secrecy. 
c Since the film came out, 1 .......... with requests for my autograph. 
d His house in the foothills . . . . . . . .  by the surrounding mountains. 
e Their new CD . . . . . . . . .  for release next January. 
f Al1 the doctors we saw . . . .  by the reason for her illness. 
g I'm afraid your recent work . . . . . . .  totally inadequate for the task. 
h Believe it or not, last month a news reader . . . . . . . .  the sexiest man 

on television. 
i Many people think a nineteen-year-old's first novel should ........ for 

last year's National Literature prize. 

j When the police arrived, the victim's clothes . . . . . . . . . .  al1 over the 
room. 

VERBS WE COMMONLY USE IN THE PASSIVE 

For each of the following 
sentences, write a new sentence 
as similar as possible in meaning 
to the original sentence, but using 
the word given. This word must 
not be altered in any way. 

a Since the advertisement, we've 
had more applications than we 
can deal with. 
swamped 

b Do you feel it's wrong that this 
site is going to be redeveloped? 
earmarked 

c The Minister's response really 
took the interviewer by surprise. 
aback 

d The rain forced the protest 
march to be cancelled. 
rained 

e There is someone in the office 
twenty-four hours a day. 
staffed 

f 1 wasn't sure what to do when 
the bereaved woman started 
laughing. 
disconcerted 

g Each new generation is told the 
secret recipe. 
down 

h The Trade Centre towers over 
the surrounding buifdings. 
dwarfed 

i The Government's fiscal policy 
came in for sharp criticism in the 
press. 
pilloried 

j You cannot easily put al1 this 
information under one heading. 
subsumed 



SECTION 6 
Phrasal verbs; verb + preposition 

1 PHRASAL VERB, OR VERB + PREPOSITION? 

Phrasal verbs are verbs which are always followed by 
an adverb, e.g. cloud over, a preposition, e.g. come 
across sth l s b ,  or an adverb and a preposition, e.g. 
creep u p  on sth l sb .  The meaning of a phrasal verb is 
sometimes obvious from the meanings of its parts, 
e.g. fa11 down. But the meaning is often more 
idiomatic and so less obvious, e.g. put up  with sb Isth. 
Phrasal verbs can be either transitive or intransitive: 

W h e n  you get to the next crossroads, turn 08 
Would you turn o f t h e  radio, please. 
A preposition can sometimes follow a verb which 
is not a phrasal verb. The preposition is part of a 
prepositional phrase: 
W h o  lives across the road? 
Some prepositions commonly follow certain verbs 
because of meanings and collocation: 
This broken plate will have to be paid for. 
W h a t  are you looking at? 

.................................................................................................................. 
1 Which of these two sentences contains a 

phrasal verb? 
a The marathon runners ran over the bridge 

towards the finish line. 
b My friend's cat was run over by an ambulance. .................................................................................................................. 

2 POSlTlON OF OBJECT 

When a phrasal verb is transitive, we can place a 
noun object before or after the adverb: 
Please turn the radio ofi  Please turn 08 the radio. 
When the object is a pronoun, it is always placed 
before the adverb: 
Please turn it o f  
With a verb + preposition, the preposition is 
placed before its object. We can't put the object 
between a verb and a preposition: 
I've come into money. 
I came into i t  when m y  father died. 
Verbs + adverb + preposition behave in the same 
way as verbs + preposition: 
You'll have to put up with them for a little longer. 

2 Which of these sentences contains a phrasal 
verb? 

a 1 think somebody has been gnawing at this biscuit. 
b If you don't mind, we need to think this over. 
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3 PREPOSITIONS AFTER PASSIVES 

Note that many prepositions can follow passive 
verbs. However, the most common are by (used to 
mention the agent), with (used to mention how 
something is done or what it is done with) and in: 

They're being cared for by a neighbour. 
It was prepared with great patience. 
Man wasfirst discovered in East Ajñca. 
We use other prepositions when the meaning or 
verb + preposition collocation requires them: 
Money has been contnbuted towards the costs. 

.................................................................................................................. 
3 Choose the preposition which best completes 

this sentence. 
Any gain must be balanced . . . . . . . .  any potential 
loss. 
a towards b to c against d for .................................................................................................................. 
Some prepositions of movement make passive 
transformations difficult. In these cases, we use 
other verbs: 
They al1 ran laughing into the room. 
X- 
J The room was soonfilled with people laughing. 

O Choose the preposition that best completes 
each sentence. 

1 My attention was drawn . . . . . .  the picture on 
the far wall. 
a with b to c for d on 

2 The stolen paintings were eventually restored 
. . . . . .  their rightful owner. 

a for b by c to d with 
3 Italy were knocked . . . . . . . . . . .  the World Cup. 

a into b away from c out of d fonvard to 
4 The argument is centred . . . . . . . . . . . .  whether or not 

to lower the age limit. 
a on b towards c of d about 

5 Emphasis is placed . . . . . . .  practica1 training. 
a over b with c by d on 

6 The younger sons consider themselves to have 
been robbed . . . . . . . . . . .  their rightful inheritance. 
a by b with c around d of 

7 The discussion will be divided . . . . . . . . . .  three parts 
for the sake of clarity. 
a to b for c into d with 

8 The white Audi was eliminated . . . . . . . . . . . .  police 
enquiries at an early stage. 
a with b from c of d for 



PHRASAL VERBS; VERB + PREPOSITION 

9 A whole host of criticisms have been levelled 
. . . . . . . . . .  the committee. 
a against b towards c by d for 

10 The final cost has been estimated . . . . .  anything 
between four and five million dollars. 
a against b to c at d in 

@ Fill each of the gaps with a suitable passive 
verb in such a way that the new sentence is as 
similar in meaning as possible to the sentence 
above it. 

a They moved towards the piazza from al1 sides. 
The piazza . . . . . .  from al1 sides. 

b The two sides carne to an agreement after hours of 
negotiation. 
Agreement . . . . .  after hours of negotiation. 

c The men poured concrete into the hole until it was 
full. 
The hole . . . . . . . . .  with concrete. 

d People carne into the room through a sort of 
tunnel. 
The room . . . .  through a sort of tunnel. 

e Everyone got out of the stadium as the fire spread. 
The stadium . . . . .  as the fire spread. 

@ Underline the word that best fits the sentence. 

1 Do you think he could be . . .  upon to make a 
speech after the presentation? 
a prevailed b impelled c urged d pressured 

2 I'm afraid a penalty clause has been written 
. . . . .  your contract. 
a out of b into c down d away for 

3 1 was completely . . . . .  over by their warm 
reception. 
a pushed b run c bowled d thrown 

4 1 think the implications have been rather quickly 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  over. 
a painted b removed c sprayed d glossed 

5 A number of very interesting proposals have been 
put . . . . . . . . .  

a across b down c forward d through 

Finish each of the following sentences in such 
a way that it is as similar as possible to the 
sentence before it. 

a The sports centre presents a certificate of 
attendance to every student when they leave. 
Al1 

b 1 don't think they should have pressure put on 
them to make a decision 
1 don't think they should be 

c The price is exclusive of airport taxes. 
Airport taxes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

d The way the managing director behaved last night 
really shocked me. 
1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

e Several people came up to me to congratulate me. 
1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

f 1 grew up in a little village on the Scottish border. 
1 was . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

g The letters will have your name printed on them. 
The letters will be . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

h The couple didn't te11 the police about the theft 
until it was far too late. 
The theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

i An old woman once tricked my father into giving 
her severa1 hundred pounds. 
My father was once conned out ............................... 

j Government guidelines really do emphasise the 
importance of starting education early. 
A lot of emphasis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

@ For each of the sentences below, write a new 
sentence as similar as possible in meaning to the 
original sentence, but using the word given. 

a An awful lot has been omitted from the final draft 
of the agreement. 
out 

b There were thousands of sunbathers on the beach. 
packed 

c Our founder was given an honorary doctorate in 
law by Edinburgh University. 

' t 

conferred 
d My uncle undenvent a five-hour operation to 

remove the growth that had been diagnosed. 
operated 

e My watch and traveller's cheques were stolen 
while 1 was abroad. 
robbed 

f The accused claimed he hit the police officer as a 
result of provocation. 
provoked 

g Both parties ripped the contract to pieces. 
torn 

h Many of us were shocked when a former actor 
took the oath as President of the United States. 
sworn 

i The present came as a complete surprise to me. 
aback 

j Trading activities in the war-stricken area have 
been reduced. 
scaled 



Exam practice 2 
............................................. 

1 Circle a letter A, B, C or D that best fills each numbered gap. 

A popular character in the nation's top television soap ¡S . . . . . . . . . . .  (1) for something of 
which she was probably innocent. Having been . . . . . . . . . .  (2) guilty of a series of 
fraudulent acts, she contemplates months of incarceration. A good story-line, but wait! 
Within hours the television station is being . . . . . . .  (3) with calls of protest. A national 
newspaper soon . . . . . . . . . .  (4) up a campaign to have her freed. Thousands of T-shirts are 
printed with slogans . . . . . . . . .  (5) for her release. Offices and factory floors . . . . . . . . .  (6) to 
the sounds of animated debate. It is even mentioned in Parliament. It's easy to 
. . . . . . . . . . .  (7) off such idiocies as 'a bit of fun', but there's surely a more serious side. A 
fair proportion of viewers were obviously . . . . . . . . . .  (8) in by the story to such an extent 
that their perception of fact and fiction was clearly . . . . . .  (9).  Everywhere, millions will 
. . . . . . . . . . .  (10) over their 7-day TV guide to get a preview of the week's soaps. If a 
character is . . . . . . . . . . .  (1 1 ) to be past his or her sell-by date, and the decision has been 
taken to . . . . . . . . . . .  (1 2) him or her out, possibly to have them . . . . . . . . . . .  (1 3) off in 
spectacular fashion, viewing figures are likely to soar by up to 25%. A life-threatening 
fire can be . . . . . . . . . . .  (1 4) upon to add millions to the ratings. A major wedding can find 
half of Britain sitting . . . . . . . . . . .  (1 5) to the screen! It's al1 very strange. 

1 A jailed B prisoned C sentenced D charged 
2 A arrested B called C found D discovered 
3 A bombed B attacked C streamed D inundated 
4 A opens B starts C puts D establishes 
5 A demanding B calling C insisting D sounding 
6 A echo B ring C fill D deafen 
7 A laugh B smile C take D put 
8 A thrown B carried C indulged D taken 
9 A blurred B hampered C tampered D glossed 

1 0  A flick B g0 C pore D sit 
11 A decided B resolved C deemed D suspected 
12 A write B cast C sort D work 
13  A ridden B taken C driven D killed 
14  A leaned B construed C relied D improved 
15 A swamped B stuck C paralysed D glued 

2 Fill each of the numbered blanks in the passage with one suitable word. 

After living . . . . .  (1) the threat of extinction for more than 3 0  years, the national bird of 
the United States has . . . . . . . .  (2) granted an official reprieve, as the bald eagle and 
twenty-eight other animal and plant species have been earmarked . . . . . . . .  (3) removal 
from America's list of endangered species. The bald eagle, also . . . . . . . .  (4) as the white- 
headed sea eagle, took pride of place at the top of a list of species likely to . . . . . .  (5) 
taken off the endangered register in the coming years. The proposed 'delistings' are 
. . . . . .  (6) promoted . (7) the US interior secretary to counter a growing feeling 
among Republicans that endangered-species laws do not work. Charges of 
ineffectiveness have been . . . . . . . .  (8) against these laws before, but more recently it has 
. . . . . . .  (9) been suggested that the situation may actually have been . . . . . . . .  (10) worse by 
them. The recovery of the bald eagle follows thirty-one years on the critica1 list. Its 
numbers had been . . . . . .  (1 1) to fewer than five hundred . . . . . . .  (1 2) the use of 
pesticides that reacted adversely . (1 3) its reproductive system. The number of 
nesting pairs is now estimated . . . . .  (1 4) five thousand. The interior secretary claims 



that the new list was a vindication of the legislation 
under which the eagle, a national syrnbol . . . . . . . .  (1  5) 
originally frorn the Indians, and more than a thousand 
other species . . . . . . . .  (1 6) protected. (A spokesperson 
denied that it was sirnply a publicity stunt tirned to 
coincide . . . . . . . .  (1 7) the swearing . . . . . .  (1 8) of the 
president for his second term.) Until now, few 
species have . . . . . . . .  (1 9) been removed from the list. 
When they . . . . . . .  (20 ) ,  it was usually because they 
had become extinct. 

3 Finish each of the following sentences in such a 
way that it is as similar as possible in meaning to 
the sentence above it. 

a Do not switch off unless the screen shows 'Ready 
for Shutdown'. 
This machine is only ......................................... 

b It's over a year since anyone saw Williarn. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  William 

c It's too early to send anything off to shareholders. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Nothing 

d The calculation would have baffled me completely 
if it had not been for your help. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 
e We want justice and we need to see it carried 

out. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Justice must not 

f I'd never let anyone use a photograph of rny 
children in an advertisement. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I'd never have 
g The driver was fined especially heavily because of 

his several previous convictions. 
Having been . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

h The manageress often made us stay behind after 
closing time to do extra work. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  We 
i The investigators think a fault in the fue\ lines 

caused the crash. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  A fault 

j They've had to fax the insurance company three 
times for a decision. 
The insurance company . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

4 Fill each of the blanks with a suitable word or 
phrase. 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  a The origins of the tribe in rnystery. 
. . . . . . . . . . .  b Everyone aback by the public reaction to 

the news about the President. 
c It's six rnonths since the tests, and she still 

. . . . . . . . . .  the all-clear by her consultant. 
d Mr Bennett's office has . . . . . . . . . . . .  'the torture 

chamber' by his staff. 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  e In my family, a lot of furniture down from 

generation to generation. 
f Look - it's al1 over the papers. You should never 

. . . . . . . . . . .  be photographed in such a 
compromising situation. 

5 For each of the sentences below, write a new 
sentence as similar as possible in rneaning to the 
original sentence, but using the word given. This 
word must not be altered in any way. 

a The accused became very ernotional. 
overcome 

b Naturally, they will deduct points if you arrive 
late. 
penalised - 

c The rnodel's clothes lay al1 over the floor. 
strewn 

d Our new Director wants you to cal1 her 'Madam'. 
addressed 

e I can't say I enjoy it when people tear my writing 
to pieces in front of me. 
having 

f We'll have to rnake up our rninds by the end of 
the week, won't we? 
be 

g It's just possible the hotel may need more staff 
in the summer. 
ruled 

h Surely nobody likes it when people make fun of 
them in public. 
being 

i Never forget that the custorner is always right. 
borne 

j This school-leaver's qualifications are not 
adequate for such a demanding job, are they? 
sufficiently - 



Entry test  
1 Fill each of the gaps in these sentences with an 

appropriate word or phrase. 

EXAMPLE: It's highly unlikely that we'l get there much 
before lunchtime. 

a We . . . . . . . . . . .  in touch until later this week regarding 
your estimate. 

b Do you think we . . . . . . . . . . . .  allowed to use calculators 
in the exam? 

c I've heard there's a possibility that the match 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  called off. 

d I don't think anyone in their right .. . . . . . . . . . .  

conceivably doubt that he's guilty. 
e John phoned the box office and they say you 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  any trouble getting a ticket at the door. 
f Presumably you . . . . . . . . . .  wanting to go out tonight 

if you're feeling ill? 

FOR MODAL VERBS PREDlCTlNG THE FUTURE, CEE SECTION 1. 

2 Fill each of the gaps in these sentences with an 
appropriate word or phrase. 

EXAMPLE: l suppose you could have a point when 
you say wages are low. 

a You . . . . . . . . . . . .  well think it's possible, but I doubt it. 
b You won't . . . . . . . . . . .  of me before but I used to live 

next door to your sister. 
c You're a bit overweight; you . . . . . . . .  doing more 

regular exercise. 
d That . . . . . . . . . . . .  Vangelis over there - hasn't he gone 

away for the week? 
e That's absurd; they really . . . . . . . . . . . .  taken your 

motorbike by mistake, surely? 
f They got here so fast, they . . . . . . . . . .  run al1 the way 
g I've been looking everywhere for you: you . . . . . . . . . . . .  

me you weren't going to be here! 

3 Fill each of the gaps in these sentences with an 
appropriate word or phrase. 

EXAMPLE: 1 think we had better leave soon as it's 
getting late. 

a Please, you really . . . . . . . . . . .  about clearing up 
aiterwards: I can do it when you've gone. 

b You will really . . . . . . . . . . .  a move on if you're going to 
finish painting that room today. 

c In my opinion, you . . . . . . .  as hard on him as you 
were. 

d You can't go on like this - you simply . . . . . . . . . . .  a 
holiday sometime. 

e You . . . . . . . . . .  gone to so much trouble just for me. 
f You . . . . . . . . . . .  to come and see me off, but I'm glad 

you did. 
g All visitors to this site are ...... . . . . . .  the reception 

desk on arrival. 

FOR MODAL VERBS USED TO EXPRESS NECESSIPI, 
DUPI  AND ADVICE. SEE SECTION 3. 

FOR MODAL VERBS USED FOR TALKING ABOUT TRUE, 
UNTRUE, POSSIBLE: PRESENT AND PAST, SEE SECTION 2. 



MODAL VERBS 1 1 
OVERVIEW 

1 THE BASICS 

The ten modal auxiliaries are: 
can rnay must will should 
could might ought to shall would 

Modals come before the infinitive form of a verb 
without to (except ought to): 
1 rnay meet her tomorrow. (see Watch out! opposite) 
Modals never change form. They do not have -ed, 
-S, or -ing endings: 
M a n a  rnay join us. 
Modals never use do when forming questions or 
negatives. To form negatives we use not after the 
modal and before the verb: 
Will you come? 
You mustn't worry so much. 

We can use modals with the Continuous form of 
a verb: 
She should be arriving soon. 
We can use modals with the passive form of 
a verb: 
The  interview can be arrangedfor another day. 
Modals are used in short answers and question 
tags: 
You will applyfor the job, won't you? Well, 1 might. 

Modals usually refer to events in the present 
or future: 
1 can come immediately f y o u  like. (= present) 
1 rnay ring you later. (= future) 
However, some modals refer to the past: 
1 could read before 1 went to school. 
Other modals need the addition of have to make a 
modal Perfect: 
1 should have realised earlier. 

Sometimes it's necessary to choose another verb: 
1 was able tofinish before 1 went out. 
W e  managed tofind the right address. 
We use other verbs with similar meanings to 
modals. These verbs always use to. They include 
be able to, have to, used to, are / is / was to, be allowed 
to, be supposed to, manage to: 
I'm supposed to have let them know m y  decision 
by today. 
Will  w e  be allowed to bnng our ownfood? 

(For key difficulties with meaning, see the Watch 
out!, Unit 4, p.63.) 

Ought to always uses to. Other modals never use to: 
X X .  

J You oughtn't to speak to your mother like that. 
You must go and see that f i lm.  
Dare and need sometimes act like modals 
without to: 
1 dare say. 1 never need see her again. 
More often, they are ordinary verbs with to: 
He dared me to jump over the edge. Do you need 
to know now? 
(For more on dare and need, see Unit 15, 
Section 2.5) 

2 MAlN USES OF MODALS 1 

Here is a list of uses dealt with in this Unit with 
examples. For other uses, see Unit 4, Overview. 

Predicting See Section 1 

1 shall be i n  Piraeus next week. A live concert i n  Athens 
would be extremely popular. You won't like thisfood: it's 
very spicy. They ought to / should w i n  the next game 
easily. 

True, untrue, possible See Section 2 

Thefare rnay not be cheaper on Sundays but it's worth 
checking. I 'm afraid you rnay have broken your wrist. 
Well actually you could be nght.  He ought to have got 
home by now. You711 al1 know what  I'm talking about, 
I'm sure. She won't have arnved yet. 

Deduction See Section 2 

It must be nght: there's no other explanation. That  
can't be Monica: sheS i n  Spain. You couldn't have seen 
her - she left three days ago. 

Necessity See Section 3 

You must leave immediately. W e  mustn't be late. 
You needn't pay me now. 1 didn't need to take so much 
money. 1 have to get therefor eight o'clock. 

Duty and advice See Section 3 

W h a t  shall 1 do? Should 1 te11 her sheT made a mistake? 
You should always pay your bills on time. You really 
shouldn't have done that. Ought 1 to te11 him 1 can't 
come? 
(For an alphabetical list of modals with their 
meanings, see pages 64-67.) 



@ GRAMMAR 

SECTION 1 

Predicting 

1 SAYING WE ARE SURE SOMETHING WlLL 
H APPEN 

We can use will and shall to talk about what will 
happen. (For other ways of talking about the future, 
see Unit 1, Section 4): 

Exports will continue to rise over the nextfew months. 
1 shall be staying in Tokyo for the next three days. 
We shan't stay long: we have to be at MaryS by six. 
We can emphasise our certainty by adding really, 
(most) certainly 1 definitely, almost certainly, etc: 
You definitely won't like the exhibition. 
You'll certainly like their new CD. 

We can express doubt by adding presumably, (most) 
probably, etc: 
You probably won't like their new single. 
You'll presumably be wanting some more. 

Differences between shall and will 

We use shall with 1 or we. It's old-fashioned with 
other persons: 

1 shan't have your X-ray results until next week. 
You shall go to her party, 1 promise. 
When predicting something, or expressing 
determination (see Unit 4, Section l), there is little 
difference in meaning between shall and will: 
We shan't / won't arrive much before midnight, 1'm 
afiaid. (= predicting) 1 shall / will succeed, just you 
wait and see. (= determination) 
But we use only will, not shall, to ask for 
predictions: 
Will 1 get grade A, do you think? 
We commonly use shall to make polite offers (see 
Unit 4, Section 1.2), or to ask advice: 
Shall 1 turn the lights on? 
Shall 1 wear the green or the blue tie? 

2 SAYING IT IS POSSIBLE SOMETHING WlLL 
HAPPEN 

We use muy, might and could to say that something is 
possible (See Watch out! in Section 2 for muy not, 
might not and could not): 

1t may / might / could ruin tomorrow. 
However, we commonly use will rather than muy 1 
might 1 could in questions: 
Will it ruin tomorrow, do you think? 

We can also use would in conditional sentences to 
predict what would happen if something else 
happened, or to talk about things that are very 
unlikely to happen: 
He would get very annoyed ifyou rang him now. 
A sunny holiday in Wales? Now, that would be a 
miracle! 
However, we can use will if other words in the 
sentence show that something is unlikely: 
I doubt ifwe'll ever again experience a winter quite as 
cold as this one. 
We can emphasise the degree of probability by 
adding other words: 
She could conceivably come along a bit later. (= it's 
just possible) She may / might very well come along 
a bit later. (= it's quite likely) 
The situation, stress and intonation, and other 
words we use in the statement can affect the 
degree of probability more than the moda1 itself: 
1 suppose she might come, but 1 doubt it. (= it's 
doubtful) Actually, 1 think she might very well come. 
(= high probability) 

3 IN MY OPINION ... 
We can use should and ought to to make subjective 
predictions. (See also Section 2.2) In the negative, we 
avoid oughtn't to, and prefer shouldn't: 

They ought to / should win the next round easily. 
You shouldn't have trouble with tra$ic. 

We use should and ought to to predict favourable 
events: 
X w .  . . 

J She'll probably fail her driving test. 
She should /ought to do well in her driving test. 
The weather will be horrible tomorrow. 
It should befine tomorrow. 

Which of the above points do these sentences 
illustrate? 

a My mother will most certainly object to my going 
away over Christmas. 

b We should qualiSr for the World Cup easily next 
time. 

c 1 suppose it is just conceivable that we could get 
knocked out on penalties again. 

d Soula would be furious if she found out what you 
were doing. 

e Will we get there before nightfall, do you think? 



O Tick (J) the sentences that are acceptable. 
Correct the others. 

Example: You might as well come with us if you've 
nothing better to do. J 

i 1 won't be in the country when you two are 
tying the knot. 

2 How much longer do you think that noise will 
be going on? 

3 1 don't think 1 shall be able to join you until 8.30. 
4 Shall 1 look OK if 1 wear this? 
5 You shall have to put two first-class stamps on 

this envelope. 
6 1 think a weekend away would be a good idea. 
7 Presumably we would be laughed at if we tried it 

in public. 
8 If he maintains his current rate of progress, he 

should sail through the exam. 
9 Looking like that, he should compare 

unfavourably with the other candidates. 
10 According to statistics, smokers shouldn't live as 

long as non-smokers. 

@ Which of the professions said what? Write the 
number of the profession next to the letter for the 
statement. Then, write what you think the 'it' 
refers to where it's underlined. 

Example: i It may be necessary to take & away to 
put more memory in. 
You write: i O (computer) 

(O computer engineer) i lawyer 2 barman 
3 hotel receptionist 4 gardener 5 sailor 
6 dentist 7 teacher 8 pilot 

a It may have to come out; we might well not be 
able to save it. 

b should only be about ten minutes; then we 
expect the all-clear for take-off. 

c With any luck we'll get a centimetre or two over 
the weekend. We could certainly do with &. 

d Very light now, yes, but & might just get up later 
on, in which case ... 

e We may be able to get it overturned on appeal. 
f & certainly won't be ready until the maid has been 

in. 
g 1s that it, or will you be wanting another? 
h will certainly improve if you try harder to 

imitate the patterns that native speakers use. 
(i It may be necessary to take & away to put more 

memory in.) 

Underline the option that can best complete 
each of the following sentences. Sometimes only 
one, sometimes both, are possible. 

Example: They won't most certainly 1 most certainly 
won't approve of the scheme. 

a He'll no doubt be 1 He should be late for the meeting. 
b She shalll She will go on to greater things, 1 have 

no doubt. 
c The whole team may as well l might as well give up 

and go back to carpentry. 
d Willl Shall 1 in any way be exploited in this new 

position? 
e 1 reckon they ought to 1 might just down tools and 

go home. 
f It shall 1 will be touch and go whether she survives. 
g The outcome might l can rest on this last handful 

of votes. 
h 1 have to say that 1 won't definitely l dejinitely won't 

attend the meeting. 

For each of the following sentences, write a 
new sentence as similar as possible in meaning to 
the original sentence but using the word given. 

Example: It's pointless going home now: it would be 
simpler to stay the night. well 
You might as well stay the night. 

a He's unlikely to have the common sense to ask for 
directions. 
suppose 

b 1 wouldn't have thought there's much chance of 
the package being here before Friday. 
doubt 

c 1 don't think we could expect that much of him. 
asking 

d 1 suppose it's possible that she will break the 
world record at the next meeting. 
conceivably 

e 1 can't see them finding the task insurmountable. 
ought 

f 1 think it's really quite Iikely that attitudes towards 
sunbathing will have to change soon. 
well 

g Might it be an idea if we pay the deposit for you? 
like 

h 1 don't foresee there being any major problems. 
think 



@ GRAMMAR 

SECTION 2 

True, untrue, possible: present 
and past 

1 TRUE / UNTRUE 

Present 

In addition to predicting, we use muy, might, could 
and will to say whether we think something is true 
or likely in the present: 

You muy / might / could very well be right. (= it's 
likely now) You muy / might / could conceivably / 
possibly have a point there. (= it's not impossible) 
That'll be my mother on the phone. (= I'm quite sure) 
Nikos'll be arriving in Brighton about now, I should 
think. (= it's probable) Surely he won't be there 
already? (= 1 don't believe he is) 

Past 

We use could have, will have, may have and might have 
to speculate about the possibility of something 
happening in the past (see Unit 4, Section 2 for 
modals in the past): 

They muy have finished already, for all 1 know. 
The doctor won't have had a chance to look at your 
X-ray yet. 
Sometimes we speculate about something that 
didn't happen but we feel there was potential for it 
to happen: 
That wasn't a good idea - you might have hurt him. 
Sometimes we speculate about what happened 
without knowing exactly what did happen: 
You muy / might / could have done just enough to 
snape through. 

2 IN MY OPINION ... 
We use should and ought to to give our subjective 
opinion about whether we think something is 
possible or true (see Section 1.3 for should 1 ought to 
for predictions): 

I'vefixed your video and it should / ought to be 
working al1 right now. 
However, we use should and ought to more 
commonly to give our opinion about whether 
something is right or not (see Section 3.2): 
That table shouldn't be here. It should be over there. 
There ought to be another packet of sugar in that 
cupboard. 

3 DEDUCTION 

When we give good reasons for thinking something 
is true or untrue, we use must and can't as opposites: 

He goes to Scotland every yearfor his holidays. He 
must like it. (= I'm sure he does) John can't 
possibly be seventy! He doesn't look a day overfifty. 
(= I'm sure it isn't true) 
When we give reasons for making logical 
assumptions about the past, we use must have and 
can't have: 
You look very relaxed - it must have been a good 
holiday. Where's Dominic? He can't have left already, 
can he? 
We can also use couldn't and couldn't have: 
They couldn't be askingfor me - no one knows 1 live 
here. (= disbelief) 
He couldn't have taken it by mistake, could he? 
(= doubt) 

4 EXPRESSING ANNOYANCE 
We can use might have and could have to express 
annoyance about something that happened 

He could / might at least have oflered to pay! (= but 
he didn't) 

We use may not / might not to express possibility 
(see also Section 4). We use could not to talk 
about deduction (see 3 below) and ability (see 
Unit 4, Section 2): 

1 might / muy not have her new phone number; let 
me check. (= possibility) 
He couldn't be there already - itS over thirty miles 
away. (= deduction) 
'How far 1s to Londonfrom here?' '1 couldn't say.' 
(= ability) 

w 8 e G ~ )  gy~&2;~~risgre+~~xlp&p*.*~$aa@:r$$l,p,p~i; 

Which one of these sentences does not illustrate one 
of the points above? 

a He'll probably be getting off the plane now. 
b They must be enjoying themselves; just listen. 
c You could have done the car a lot of damage. 
d He may well come along later. 
e 1 think that socket should work now 



TRUE, UNTRUE, POSSIBLE: PRESENT AND PAST 'w 
Tick ( J )  the pairs of sentences that express 

approximately the same idea. Put a cross (8) by 
those where there is a clear difference in meaning. 

Examples: x 1 rnay well have been a little bit late in 
arriving. 
It's quite possible 1 was a little bit late. J 

y We rnay not get there in time for the 
speeches. 
We couldn't get there in time for the 
speeches. 8 

a This could be the chance we've al1 been waiting for. 
This might be the chance we've al1 been waiting for. 

b This rnay very well be the last chance for peace. 
This might very well be the last chance for peace. 

c That's probably the postman dropping in the 
weekly free newspaper. 
That'll be the postman dropping in the weekly free 
newspaper. 

d They won't have read our fax yet. 
1 doubt if they've read our fax yet. 

e The exam results should be here by now. 
The exam results should be here any day now. 

f They must have taken a short cut to get here. 
They had to take a short cut to get here. 

g You could have done yourself a nasty injury. 
You might have done yourself a nasty injury. 

h The washing machine shouldn't be making such a 
strange noise. 
The washing machine couldn't be making such a 
strange noise. 

Tick ( J )  the moda1 verbs that complete each of 
the sentences in this passage. One, two or al1 of 
them rnay be possible. 

There shouldn 't/ might not/ ought not (1 ) be a comma 
before the 'who' in this sentence, Kostas. Oh yes, you 
rnay well/ might well/ will well(2) say that writing 
Engiish is not important for you. But you could/may/ 
might (3) have to write a dissertation in English one day. 
Punctuation and spelling should/ could/ rnay (4) be quite 
a serious problem for you. But it can/should/could (5) 
always be possible for you to get full-stops in the right 
place. And it can't/shouldn't/mustn't (6) be that difficult 
to spell most short words more or less correctly. You 
may/must/might (7) not have realised how flexible 
Engiish is. For example, you rnay/should/can (8) find 
'organisation' spelt with an 'S' or a 'z'. It makes life easier, 
doesn't it? 

@ Combine each question and answer usingfor 
to make one sentence. 

Examples: 'Was it a serious crime?' 'Well, the police 
have put quite a lot of men on the case.' 
It m u ~ t  have been quite a serious crime-for the police 

to have put so many men on the case. 
'Does he work many hours?' '1 don't know, but 1 
do know his wages are very low.' 
He can't work very many hours for his wages to be 
so low. 

a 'Was very much stolen?' 'Well, the bank's offering 
a reward of £50,000.' 

b 'Was it an exciting match?' 'Well, half the 
spectators left at half-time.' 

c '1s it a good show?' 'Well, people have travelled an 
awfully long way to see it.' 

d '1s it a big school?' 'Well, there are over sixty 
teachers working there.' 

e 'Has something serious gone wrong?' 'Well, the 
boss is ranting and raving like a madman.' 

f 'Was it a major operation?' 'Well, they let her out 
of hospital the following day.' 

Fill each of the blanks with a suitable word 
or phrase. 
Example: 1 think you muy very well have put your 

finger on the problem there. 

a Our neighbours must . . .. ... fortune on that new 
garden furniture of theirs. 

b It couldn't . .... . you spoke to; 1 wasn't even in 
the country at the time. 

c It's well past dinner-time; surely the conference 
should . . . . by now. 

d She can't .... . .  .... very well to have left the party so 
early. 

e 1 might . . . . .  ... like this would happen. 
f You could ....... ... know beforehand that you 

couldn't come. 



GRAMMAR 

3 NOT NECESSARY SECTION 3 
Necessity, duty and advice 

1 NECESSITY 

We use must and mustn't when we decide for 
ourselves what's necessary: 

You mustn't keep asking for my help al1 the time. (= 1 
don't want you to) 1 really must be going: it's getting 
late. (= 1 think 1 must) 
We can also use must and mustn't for impersonal 
necessity: 
The lead must be connected properly or it won't work. 
The strength of necessity varies with the situation: 
Al1 questions must be answered. (= order) You must 
see thefilm - it's really good. (= advice) We must get 
together sometime and talk this over. (= suggestion) 

Although not a modal verb, we often use have to and 
have got to (more informal) before verbs to talk about 
necessity. Have to usually suggests that someone else 
decides what's necessary: 

The notice says we have to report to the manager's 
ofice. 
I've got to go or my boss will wonder where 1 am. 
Because have to isn't a modal, it has a past form, 
-ing form, infinitive form, etc. This means we can 
use it in more situations than must: 
We had to break in because we'd forgotten our key. 
They'll have to hurry ifthey're not going to be late. 
1 don't like having to wear a suit and tie. 
He pretended to have to leave early. 

2 DUTY AND ADVICE 

We use should and ought to to express our opinion 
about what's right and wrong: 

Drivers ought to be more considerate to other road users. 
(= it's their duty) You should take this responsibility 
very seriously. ((= it's your duty) 
You really shouldn't be lifting heayfurniture at your 
age. (= strong advice 1 criticism) 
To talk about the past, we use should have and ought 
to have. They suggest what happened in the past 
was wrong or unfortunate: 
The Government ought to have listened. (= they didn't) 
You shouldn't have worked so hard. (= you did) 
We use shall as well as should and ought to to ask for 
advice: 
What shall 1 do? Do you think 1 should tell her? 

To say there is no obligation to do something we use 
needn't, don't need to or don't have to. In many 
instances there is little or no change in meaning, but: 

We generally use needn't when the authority comes 
from the speaker: 
You needn't come this evening ifyou don't want to. 
We generally use don't need to and don't have to 
when the authority doesn't come from the speaker: 
You don't need to / don't have to carry an identity 
card. 
To talk about the past, we use needn't have or didn't 
need to 1 didn't have to. Needn't have means 'you did, 
but it wasn't necessary': 
You needn't have cooked so much food. 
With didn't need to / didn't have to only the context 
tells us whether it actually happened: 
1 didn't need to go shopping, but 1 did, just forfun. 
1 didn't have to do any extra shopping, so 1 didn't. 

4 OTHER VERBS FOR EXPRESSING NECESSITY 
AND ADVICE 

Other verbs express necessity or advice: 
Hard hats are to be worn on this site. (= necessity) 
Al1 guests will vacate their room bejore 11 o'clock. 
(= necessity) 
1 wouldn't do that i f l  were you. (= advice) 
You'd betterphone home - they have news of your sister. 
(= advice) 
We use had better for advice in a particular 
situation. Should and ought to can be more general: 
X X .  7 .  

J Employees should give three months' notice. 
You'd better give in your notice ifyou plan to leave. 

For other ways of expressing necessity, see Section 5. 

Which one of these sentences does not contain the 
idea of necessity, duty or advice? 

a You'd better have a good excuse or you're in 
trouble. 

b This film should be really good: it's had great 
reviews. 

c You must try harder than that if you're going to 
make the team. 

d You should have got up earlier - then you 
wouldn't be late. 

e We may have to give in to their demands. 



Tick (J)  each of the sentences in which didn't 
need to can be replaced with needn't have + -ed. 

O Tick (J)  the sentences below which express a It's sweet of you, but you really - 
necessity, duty or advice. didn't need to buy me flowers. 

b It's a good job we didn't 
Example: It must be hard work on an oil rig, need to be here earlier. f( mustn't it? 8 c It was strange that we 

1 must be on my way if you don't mind. J didn't need to show 
a The filler must be hard before you can paint our passports. 

over it. d You didn't need to 
b You must be joking. come and pick me 
c It must have been offside because the goal was up: 1 could have 

ii 
disallowed. c 

got a taxi. 
d Having to get up so early every morning is really e There was a sofa in the 

getting me down. 
e A bike is sometimes worth having to beat traffic 

jams in towns. 
f Do you think 1 ought to give Dad a ring? 
g Should you have any problems with your 

computer, give me a call. 
h Doctors should respect their patients' wishes. 
i Are you saying we needn't have gone to al1 this 

trouble anyway? 

j He'd better not be late again! 

@ Fill each of the gaps with must or a form of 
have to followed by a suitable verb. 

Example: 1 really dislike having t o  go shopping at the 
weekend. 

a Just recently 1 . . . . . . . . .  down on my spending. 
b You really .......... me to your wifc.. 

c We . . . . . . . . . .  through 
the window because 
1 had left mv 

everyone 
at the age of fifty, 
whether they like 
it or not. - 

e This exercise is so difficult one 
.......... a genius to do it. 

f 1 didn't take the job because 1 . . . . . .  50 hours a 
week. 

g Come on, you . . .  me drive you home. 
h You . . . . . .  at your desk at nine sharp or else part 

. . . . . . . . . .  of your salary 
i You . . . . .  for 26 weeks in the previous year to 

qualify for unemployment benefit. 
j 1 find 1 . longer and 

longer on my homework 
at the moment just to keep up. 

other room: you didn't need to sleep on the floor. 
f 1 didn't need to use cash; 1 had my credit card 

with me after all. 

a Finish each of the following sentences in two 
different ways so that they are as similar in 
meaning as possible to the sentence printed before 
them. 

Example: If 1 were you, I'd have the lobster. 
a 1 think you ought t o  have the lobster. 
b You really should have the lobster. 

1 Why ever did you go to so much trouble with the 
refreshments? 

.................................................. a You really needn't 
b It really . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

2 There is to be no talking whatsoever during the 
examination. 
a Candidates will not .................................................... 

b Silence is to ............................................................... 

3 i really must be going now. 
............................................................ a I've absolutely 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  b 1 really mustn't 
4 She should take some form of identification with 

her, shouldn't she? 
a She'd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

b It might be . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

5 It may be possible for you to go there without a 
visa after all. 
a It may not . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  b You might not 
6 Don't you think it's time we made our excuses 

and left? 
a Hadn't ...................................................................... ..? 
b Oughtn't ................................................................. . ?  



Unit three 
.................................. 

2 IMPROBABILITY Vo ca bu lary We use a number of words and phrases to say ~ O W  

unlikely it is that something will happen. Here are 

SECTION 4 
some examples: 

verbs and verbal phrases: 
1 wouldn7t bet on her comingfirst. 1 doubt ifwe'll 
meet again. In situations like that, climbers don7t stand 
a chance of surviving. He hasn't got a cat in hell's Possibility, pro bability and chance of winning. (= informal) 

certainty 

Instead of using modals (see Section 2 ) ,  we can 
express ideas of possibility, probability and certainty in 
other ways. 

We can use a number of words and phrases to say 
how likely it is that something will happen. Here are 
examples: 

verbs and verbal phrases: 
1 bet you never write to her. I'd stake my life on his 
honesty. 1 don7t doubt that he could do the job. 
1 can7t see the situation changng much in the 
foreseeablefiture. 1 assume he knows what he's doing. 

adjectives and adjectival phrases: 
He's highly unlikely to arrive before 9. 
He's bound / certain / sure to arrive at some point. 

adjectives and adjectival phrases: 
She7s highly unlikely to have survived the earthquake. 

noun phrases: 
The prospects of them surviving are slim. 1 have my 
doubts. There7s very little / no chance / likelihood 
that the exchange rate will improve. There7s a slight / 
slim possibility of her coming back. Hopes are fading / 
Fears are graving as to their chances of survival. 
The odds are against them coming out of their comas. 

..................................................................................................................... 
2 Which of these sentences suggest that sornething 

is unlikely to happen? 
a It seems odds on their getting married before the 

end of the year. 
b There's not much chance of us catching a bus at 

this time of night. 
c There's every likelihood of the government doing a 

U-turn. 
d Don't bet on him staying until the end of the week. 
..................................................................................................................... 

noun phrases: 
The chances are that interest rates will fall in the near 

fiture. There's every chance/ likelihood of interest 
rates coming down. There7s a strong / a distinct 
possibility that interest rates will be reduced. 
adverbs and adverbial phrases: 
Presumably, he'll be back. In al1 probability, today. 
Maybe even this morning - conceivably within the next 
halfan hour. Doubtless he'll ringfirst. 

.................................................................................................................... 
1 Which of these sentences suggest that sornething 

is likely to happen? 
a She's hardly likely to te11 us what really happened, 

is she? 
b There's an outside chance of a tornado hitting this 

region. 
c 1 presume we'll be having our weekly meeting on 

Friday. 
d 1 can't see why they shouldn't al1 pass. .................................................................................................................... 

a Tick (J )  the sentences in which the speakers 
are optirnistic that the project will go ahead. 

a 1 have little doubt that the project has great 
potential. 

b 1 must confess to a few reservations concerning the 
ultimate success of the project. 

c 1 have my doubts as to the wisdom of going ahead 
with such a project. 

d There's every chance that the doubts being 
expressed about the project will be unfounded. 

e The odds are against such a project getting off the 
ground. 

f It's odds on that the project will fa11 flat on its face. 
g 1 do believe that, contrary to public opinion, the 

project has every chance of success. 
h There's no way this project is going to see the light 

of day, 1 assure you. 



POSSIBILITY, PROBABlLlTY AND CERTAINTY 

i 1 wouldn't bet against this project being the best 
thing to happen to us since the Euro. 

j Barring a miracle, this project is bound to hit the 
dust almost immediately. 

Tick ( J )  which two options in each item are 
possible to complete the sentences. 

Example: 1 reckon there's a good possibility J 1 
chance J 1 likelihood 1 odds the match will be 
cancelled. 

a You'll have the chance 1 possibility 1 occasion 1 
opportunity to look over the house tomorrow. 

b 1 have my doubts 1 uncertainties 1 beliefs 1 reservations 
as to this applicant's suitability. 

c The chances 1 odds 1 possibilities 1 probabilities are she 
will reject him. 

d I'd stake 1 ofer  1 bet 1 invest my mortgage on the fact 
that she's honest. 

e Our new gardener's bound 1 convinced 1 hoped 1 
certain to make a good job of cutting the hedge. 

f The new student's bound 1 likely 1 sure 1 confident of 
passing the initial test. 

g She's in any 1 little 1 no l fu l l  doubt as to the identity 
of the intruder. 

h It doesn't look as whether 1 though 1 how 1 if the 
meeting's going to take place. 

i There's a distant 1 remote 1 far 1 distinct possibility 
that 1'11 be able to help after all. 

j There will almost inevitably 1 probably 1 certainly 1 
inconceivably be some teething troubles initially. 

@ Write full sentences from the prompt words, 
adding any necessary words and putting the verbs 
into a suitable form. (Al1 the sentences contain the 
word chance(s), not always expressing likelihood.) 

Example: 1 / never / chance / go / university / 1 1 
your age. I never had the chance t o  go t o  university 
when I was your age. 

a He 1 no chance / ever / persuade / her 1 marry 1 him. 
b They / stand / much chance / A  grade / as / 1 / 

become / Prime Minister. 
c There / a chance / that / my company / send 1 

United States / for a year. 
d There / little chance / of / management / agree / 

employees' demands. 
e No-one / have / a chance 1 yet 1 predict / outcome / 

this dispute 1 certainty. 
f 1s / there / chance / of my borrow / your bicycle 1 

half an hour? 
g The chances 1 that / the match / cancel. 
h you / a chance / speak / the Personnel Manager 1 

yesterday ? 

a Fill each of the numbered blanks with one 
suitable word. 

This will now almost ............ (1) prove to have been the 
driest April since the calamitous drought of 1924 and 
forecasters say the current spell is very ............ (2)  to 
continue well into next week and quite ............ (3) 
beyond. A Met. Office spokesman suggested there was a 
slight ............ (4) of rain just after the weekend but 
admitted there is every ............ (5) that rain heading 
across the Atlantic ............ (6) miss Britain completely. If 
it does, ............ (7) of further rain within the next 
fortnight are thought to be slim. John Field of the 
National Farmers' Union caid that many farmers were 
clearly ............ (8) for the bankruptcy courts. 'The past 
few months ............ (9) have been easy for anybody,' he 
commented yesterday. 'But here in the north, it's been 
without ............ (1  O) the worst time anyone can 
remember. 1 haven't got the official figures but losses 
............ (1 1) run into tens of millions of pounds. And 
that's ............ (1 2)  to affect prices in the supermarkets 
very soon.' A ban on hose-pipes in al1 gardens now looks 
virtually ............ (1 3) and the supply of general 
household water may very ............ (1 4) have to be 
rationed in some areas. The Government will, in al1 
............ (15), issue an official statement sometime in the 
next twenty-four hours. 

@ Rewrite these four sentences six times, each 
time incorporating one of the words listed below 
it. More than one sentence may be possible. 

Example: in item a: The odds are against him passing. 
He probably won't pass. 

a 1 don't think he'll b I'm pretty confident 
pass. of her passing. 
odds odds 
probably probability 
unlikely doubt 
likelihood bound 
doubt prospects 
doubts surprised 

c 1 doubt if we'll ever see d No one can be at al1 
him again. sure of the outcome. 
likely far 
surprise uncertainty 
chances unpredictable 
chance certainty 
prospects lap of the gods 
well te11 



SECTION 
O bligations 

We also use a number of common phrases to 
suggest we have freedom of choice: 
It's u p  to you what you wear. You choose. Do as 
you wish. It's your choice. Nobody's forcing you. 
No one's telling you what to do. 

1 LEGAL AND INSTITUTIONAL OBLlGATlONS 

We can express moral and legal obligations with 
verbs. Note that we often use the passive: 

Visitors are not allowed /permitted to picnic on the 
grass. 
Smoking on these premises is strictly forbidden. 
Chewinggum has been bannedpom the canteen area. 

José has now been barred pom five diferent clubs. 
Guests are required to vacate their rooms by midday. 
You're breaking the law. 
We can express obligation or  permission with 
adjectives: 
Military sewice is still compulsory in many countries. 
Is her evidence permissible in court? 
Joining the union is not obligatory. 
We also use many prepositional phrases to express 
legal obligation: 
Is this within or outside the law? Some people think 
they are abuve the law. You're under no obligation 
to say anything ifarrested. ItS i n  your contract. 

2 MORAL OBLlGATlON 

We can express obligation using nouns: 
It's your duty to help them. 
You have an obligation to support yourfamily. 
There's no need tofeel guilty. 
We can also express moral obligation using 
adjectives: 
He was sent o f fo r  illegitimate use of the elbow. 
There has been talk of an illicit liaison. 
Their demands were (totally) unreasonable. 
We can also use verbs: 
You're supposed to smile at all of your clients. 
You're not expected to leave a tip. 
You're not obliged to pay to go into the gallery. 

3 PERSONAL OBLlGATlON AND FREEDOM 
OF CHOICE 

We use many common phrases to express personal 
obligation: 
It's your job to make sure they all get back safely. 
Isn't i t  your turn to cook? It's up  to you to tell him; 
after all, he's your brother. It's al1 down to you to 
decide ifyou're going. (= you must decide) 

1 Which point above - 1, 2 or 3 - do these 
sentences relate to? 

a Please yourself. 
b Do as you think fit. 
c You needn't feel obliged to stay more than a few 

minutes. 
d It's entirely your decision. 
e Parking outside this exit is prohibited at al1 times. 
f It's your life. 
.................................................................................................................. 

@ Fill in each of the following sentences with an 
appropriate word from the list. 

compulory obligatory illegitimate permissible illicit 
permitted illegal forbidden 

a Psychologists maintain we are al1 tempted by the 
concept of ........... fruit. 

........... b The referee deemed the punch and 
disqualified him. 

c it's . . . . . . . . . .  for children to buy cigarettes. 
d The driver was found to have above the . . . . . . .  

leve1 of alcohol in his blood. 
........... e Were affairs more or less common 

centuries ago than they are now, do you think? 
f There are three . . . .  questions in the exam. 
g Do you think '1 didn't see him yet' would be 

. .  in a composition? 
h 1s the use of hyphens in 'two-year-old child' . ? 

Tick (J )  the underlined words or phrases that 
can complete each of the following sentences. 
Sometimes one will be possible, sometimes both. 

a This sort of behaviour is not acce~table / 
unacce~table. 

b It's always dangerous to take on unaualified / 
disqualified staff. 

c The goal was disallowed / not allowed because of 
handball. 

d Contributions to the pension scheme are non- 
compulsorv / not obligatory. 

e Smoking is disallowed 1 not permitted in the 
school. 

f This song has been barred / banned by severa1 
radio stations. 



g The evening activities are entirely optional / 
comuulsorv. 

h It is extremely unwise / forbidden to touch these 
wires. 

i He was disaualified / banned from driving for 
two years. 

j If you did but know it, you're breaking the law / 
the rules. 

@ Rewrite each of the following sentences using 
the two prompts that follow them so that it is as 
similar in meaning as possible to the sentence 
printed above it. 

Example: You are responsible for ensuring that your 
equipment is in full working order. 
down / make 
It's down to you to make sure your equiprnent is in 
full working order. 

a No one is going to force you to do anything you 
don't feel capable of. 
compelled / up 

b If he's broken the law, he can expect to be 
punished. 
something / punishment 

c You don't have to pay now if you would rather 
not. 
under / prefer 

d 'You mustn't pick things up and you really 
shouldn't touch anything at all,' the curator told 
US. 

allowed 1 supposed 
e The choice of restaurant for tonight's meal is 

entirely yours. 
which / up 

f Nobody's going to push you to decide here and 
now which college to go to. 
pressure / choice 

g 100% attendance on the course is not something 
we ask of you. 
expect / al1 

h There are severa1 bars that Richard is not allowed 
into any more. 
number / barred 

i The entertaining of guests in private rooms is 
strictly prohibited. 
you / allowed 

j Because you're the senior member of staff here, 
you should make the presentation. 
being / up 

O Write a prefix that makes the following words 
negative. Then write the negative word. (see Unit 
5, Section 6 for more information on prefixes) 

Example: legal il = illegal 

a lawful g rational m essential 
b permisible h consistent n acceptable 
c reasonable i manageable o loyal 
d reliable j pardonable p natural 
e moral k necessary 
f legitimate 1 ethical 

a Underline the word that can complete each 
sentence. 

Example: Referees must find it hard to decide what is 
and isn't legitimate use of the elbow. 
a legal b illicit c legitimate d glaring 

i I'm .. ... to be outside the theatre before seven 
thirty. 
a supposed b expected c having d permitted 

2 You are . . no obligation whatsoever to 
respond. 
a in b on c under d with 

3 Don't you feel you have a . .. . to yourself to 
keep going? 
a duty b pressure c reservation d compulsion 

4 What is your attitude to the . . .  of 
performance-enhancing drugs for athletes? 
a legalising b legality c permission 
d allowance 

5 There really is no ......... for this kind of over-the- 
top reaction. 
a obligation b need c compulsion 
d requirement 

6 In future you will do as you are .. ..... . 
a said b obliged c told d required 

7 We don't want to be seen to be . . . 
a compulsory b optional c obligatory 
d inflexible 

8 Far be it from me to . . . . . . . . . .  down the law, but 1 
think we need to pul1 our socks up. 
a put b lay c write d set 



Exam practice 3 
............................................. 

1 Fill each of the numbered blanks in the passage 
with one suitable word. 

How can you criticise somebody so that they 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  (1 ) do as you ask? The (2) are 

that yelling at them is never going to work while 
constant complaining, on the other hand, 
. . . . . . . . .  (3) very . . . . . . . . . . . .  (4) sound like a victim- 
like, poor-me moan that gives no incentive for 
change. Of course, if you do feel . . . . . . . . . . . .  (5) to 
have a go at someone, go ahead, but it is rarely 
productive. Not only is it more or less . . . . . . . . . . .  (6) 
to end in a row or a sulk, there's also the 

. . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  (7) possibility it (8) be ignored. 
Constructive criticism really . . . . . . . . . . .  (9) to be adult, 
rational and reasonable. No wonder so many of us 
struggle with it: there's no . (1 0) it's much 
easier being unreasonable. But even if you 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  (1 1) manage to give criticism like an adult, 
it . . . . . . . . . . . .  (1 2) mean the recipient will feel under 
any . . . . . . . . . . . .  (1 3) to take it in the same way. In al1 
............ (1 4) you will be met by hurt eyes, 
slumped shoulders and a sad face. And when it 
comes to being on the receiving end yourself 
beware of being too hard on yourself afterwards. 

. . . . . . . . .  There is, admittedly, only a remote (1 5) 
that you will go over the top by saying something 
like 'Oh dear, I made a mistake, my legs are too 
fat, I can't cook and my children will . . . . . . . . . . .  (1 6) 
fail at school and I might as . . . . . . . . . . . .  (1 7) go and 
live in the garden and eat worms.' This, to put it 
mildly, is self-indulgent. Added to which you may 
. . . . . . . . . .  (1 8) persuade other people that you are 
right. It's absolutely . . . . . . . . . . . .  (1 9) to learn from the 
experience of being criticised. That way, when it's 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  your turn to dish it out, you will, (2O)p 
make a better job of it. 

2 Finish each of the sentences in such a way that 
it is as similar in meaning as possible to the 
sentence printed before it. 

a Getting the company to change their stand is 
probably beyond our capabilities. 
I doubt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

b There's every chance of industrial action being 
taken by the union. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  The union 
c As he's just gone on holiday, it looks as if the 

managing director isn't taking it seriously. 
The managing director can't . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

d A lengthy dispute doesn't seem inevitable. 
It may . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

e An early solution is apparently not beyond the 
bounds of possibility. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  It might 
f Financia1 hardship is certainly on the cards for 

thousands of workers. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Thousands of workers 

g It's possible the looming crisis won't ever 
actually materialice. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  It's not beyond .. 

h It will come as no surprise, I'm sure, to learn 
that there's strong pressure to cal1 it off. 
I'm sure you . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

i The only explanation for him being so late is 
that his train was delayed. 

. . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  His train .. 

j There is no way he got the news from me as 
we haven't spoken. 



EXAM PRACTICE 3 

3 Fill each of the blanks with a suitable word or phrase 

a The Prime Minister really . . . . . . . . . . .  something now before unemployment gets too high. 
b There's only an outside . . . . . . . . . . . .  match will be cancelled. 
c Dominic . . . . . . . . . . . .  possibly get home in under half an hour, could he? 
d You really . . . . . . . . . . .  out more: you can't stay in with your computer al1 the time. 
e You'd . . . . . . . . . . . .  me a cal1 later to tell me how it's going. 
f I'm afraid I absolutely . . . . . . . . . . . .  - I'm late as it is. 

. . . . . . .  g It's so cold in here: someone the heating off. 
h You really will . . . . . . . . . . . .  work a lot harder if you want to stand any chance of passing. 
i But I've just been cooking for you. You . . . . . . . . . . .  me you'd eaten already! 

j It was very kind but you really . . . . . . . . . . . .  to so much trouble just for me. 

4 Circle the word or phrase which best completes each sentence. 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  1 The prospects of picking up any survivors are now 
A thin B narrow C slim D restricted 

2 She may win and surprise us al1 but I wouldn't . . . . . . . . . . . .  on it. 
A guess B back C stake D bet 

3 Hopes are of finding the missing boat. 
A darkening B going C fading D draining 

4 The mayor expressed strong . . . . . . . . . . . .  as to the necessity for the new ring road. 
A scruples B reservations C hesitation D proviso 

............ 5 His happy-go-lucky attitude means that on the field he exhibits a disregard 
for the rules. 
A required B glaring C permissible D flagrant 

6 The silver medallist was later . . . . . . . .  for running outside her lane. 
A banned B disqualified C disallowed D outlawed 

7 Owen's second goal was .. . . . . . . . . . .  because he was off-side. 
A banned B disqualified C disallowed D outlawed 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  8 All commercial kitchens must satisfy the stringent of the health authorities 
A requirements B needs C terms D qualifications 

9 1 think that Tolstoy should be . . . . . . . . . . . .  reading for anyone interested in literature. 
A necessary B compelled C required D legal 

10 1 suppose he could . . . . . . . . . . .  have reached the summit on his own, but I doubt it. 
A conceivably B credibly C imaginatively D believably 



i Modul verbs 2 

Entry test  
1 Fill each of the gaps with a suitable word 

or phrase. 

~ A M P L E :  Despite al1 our encouragement, the horse 
would not come out of the box. 

a I really . . . . . .  you back soon, I promise. 
b Rather annoyingly, my teenage son . . . . . . . . .  insist on 

playing loud music first thing in the morning. 
c My grandfather always . . .  think that reading 

books was a waste of time. 
. . . . . . . . .  d You a hand, could you? 

e If I were to pay you more, . . . . . . . . . .  to do the job 
then? 

f Would . . . . . . . . .  as to pass me that spanner? 

FOR WILL, WOULD AND OTHER MODALS EXPRESSING INTENTION, 
WILLINGNESS, FREQUENCY AND HABIT, CEE SECTION 1. 

2 Fill the gaps with a suitable word or phrase. 

EXAMPLE: I might be able to try and sort things out, if 
I get time. 

a Unfortunately, I . . . . . . . . . .  to get what I wanted in the 
supermarket. 

b I'd like . . . . . . . . .  to cook as well as my father. 
c My mother . . . . . . . . . .  me some money if she'd wanted 

to, but she didn't. 
d Even if I had known what time you were arriving, I 

. . . . . . . .  get to the station to meet you. 
e The students asked if . . . . . . . . . .  let off lessons that 

afternoon. 
f I wonder . . . . . . . . . .  have everybody's attention for a 

moment, please. 

3 Fill each of the gaps with a suitable word 
or phrase. 

EXAMPLE: If you ask me, we ought to haue got there 
by now: we must be lost. 

a I don't really think it is absolutely . . . . . . . . .  al1 of us 
should be there. 

b We cleared al1 the furniture off the balcony for 
. . . . . . . . . .  should rain in the night. 

c Just in . . . . . . . . . .  think that the job is finished, may I 
point out that there's all the washing up to do. 

. . . . . . . . . .  d I didn't tal1 as you are. 
e That was a close shave: it . . . . . . . . . .  complete disaster 

if she'd found out. 
f You really . . . . . . . . . .  me you weren't going to be 

there: I waited for you for ages. 
g It turns out we . . . . . . . . . .  about missing your 

appointment as it's not until next week. 
. . . . . . . . . .  h By the time we land, I reckon we in the air 

for about fourteen hours. 

FOR SPECIAL USES OF SHOULD AND MODALS IN THE PAST, 
CEE SECTION 3. 

FOR CAN, COULD AND OTHER MODALS EXPRESSING 
ABlLlTY AND PERMISSION, CEE SECTION 2. 



MODAL VERBS 2 

OVERVIE W 

For basic grammar information for modals, see 
Unit 3, Overview. 

MAlN USES OF MODALS 2 

Here is a list of uses dealt with in this Unit with 
examples. For other uses, see Unit 3 ,  Overview. 

Intention, willingness See Section 1 

ifyou would step this way. 
Shall I help, or can you manage? 
1'11 give you a hand with that. 
I will ftnish this, I promise. 
You couldn't give me a hand, could you? 
The horse wouldn't jump thefence. 
1'11 resist their attempts to take over for as long as I 
have to. 

Frequency, habit See Section i 

He will ofien stop to chut and see how we are. 
When I was at university, I would sometimes work al1 
night. 
I used to love cooking, but I never get the time nowadays. 

Ability See Section 2 

Can you swim? I could $1 tried. 
They thought they could persuade me, but they can't. 

Permission See Section 2 

May I go? Yes, of course you can. 
Could I possibly use your phone. I'm sorry, you can't. 

Special U S ~ S  of should See Section 3 

I suggested they should try again later. 
I should imagine we'll be home in timefor dinner. 

(For an alphabetical list of modals with their 
meanings, see pages 64-67.) 

Key difficulties with meanings: 

The same moda1 can express different 
meanings or perform different functions: 
You must phone me as soon as you get back. 
(= giving orders) 
He's not here - he must have lefi. (= expressing 
certainty) 
Different modals can express similar meanings: 
Shall I carry thatfor you? (= willingness) 
Would you like me to carry thatfor you? 
(= willingness) 
The exact meaning can change according to 
context or intonation: 
Would you open the windowfor me, please? 
(= polite request) 
Would you stop making that noise immediately! 
(= order) 
Modals can affect the leve1 of formality and 
politeness (see Section 2): 
'May I leave early today?' 'Ofcourse you can.' 
Could I possibly use your phone? 
I wonder $1 might have your attention for a 
moment. 
A sentence can have two posible meanings 
according to the way it is spoken, or the 
knowledge people have of the situation: 
You might have told me. (= 'Perhaps you did, 1 
can't remember' or: 'Why didn't you? You 

me h id  be late. 



MEANINGS OF MODAL VERBS 

Here is a quick reference to the meanings of moda1 verbs. For basic grammar information, 
see Unit 3 ,  Overview; for key difficulties with meaning, see the Watch out!, Unit 4, p.63. 

Moda1 Meaning / Use Example 

can ability Can you play the piano? 
theoretical possibility Anyone can make a mistake. 
permission Can 1 leave early, please? 
requests Can you g v e  me  a hand? 
offers Can 1 help you out? 

can't 1 cannot inability 
possibility 
prohibition 
deduction 

1 can7t play the piano. 
Can't you come any earlier? (= isn't it possible) 
You can't leave u n t i l l  say so. 
This bill can't be right. 

can't have deduction SheS gone to the wrong door - she can't have seen the sign. 

could past ability The shop had nothing that 1 could aford. 
possibility There could be trouble i f t h e  government tnes to force this measure through. 
requests Could you g v e  me a hand? 
asking for permission Could 1 leave a bit early today? 
permission in the past W h e n  1 was young, 1 could stay u p  late at weekends $1 promised to be good. 
deduction That could bejohn's car 1 can hear - he said he was coming. 
idiomatic You could at least te11 me what they said. (= 1 think you should.. .) 

couldn't past inability 1 couldn't walk unti11 was nearly two. 
impossibility 1 couldn't eat another thing! 
requests Couldn't you try again? 
prohibition in the past M y  m u m  used to insist that we  couldn't go out until we'd tidied our 

bedroom. 
deduction It couldn7t bejoe, could it? 1 thought he was away on business. 
idiomatic 1 couldn't agree more! (= 1 strongly agree) 

could have possibility in the past Your actions could have had serious consequences. 
annoyance You could have told me! (= 1 wish you had told me) 

1 could have murdered him! (= 1 was very angry with him) 

couldn't have impossibility in the past He couldn't have taken your car by mistake because he didn't have the keys. 
idiomatic 1t couldn't have been better. (= I t  was perfect) 

maY possibility 
expressing hopes 
permission 
offers 
concession 

muy not possibility 
prohibition 
concession 

muy have / possibility in the past 
muy not have coiicession 

W e  muy go to France next year. 
Muy you both be very happy. 
You muy go when you'vefinished. 
Muy 1 be of any assistance? 
They muy live next door but we  hardly ever see them. 

W e  muy not go to France this year. 
You muy not go until you'vefinished. 
1 muy not be very intelligent but 1 can work out the answer to that question. 

They muy not have left yet. 
He muy have written books on the subject, but that doesn't mean he's a 

world expert. 



M E A N I N G S  OF MODAL VERBS 

Moda1 Meaning 1 Use Example 

migh t We use might as the 
past form of may after 
Past tense verbs 
possibility 
suggestions 
requests 
annoyance 
concession 

might not We use might not as 
the past form of rnay not 
after Past tense verbs 
possibility 
concession 

might have possibility in the past 
annoyance 
concession 

might not have possibility in the past 
concession 

He said he might come with w. 

This expedition might be quite dangerow. 
You might try phoning directory enquiries. 
Might I borrow sorne rnoney? 
You might at least say you're sorry! 
He might seem rude, but he's not really. 

He said he might not come with us 

You might not like it. 
He might not wear glasses, but his eyesight is not perfect either. 

They might have been trying to contact us. 
You might have told me! (= 1 wish you'd told me) 
She might have worked hard, but you wouldn't know itfrorn her results. 

They might not have noticed the sign. 
She might not have done al1 the work, but she certainly got good results. 

must deduction 
obligation 
necessity 

What's that noise? It must be raining. 
You must take your shoes o f i n  here. 
The wires must touch or it won't work. 

mustn't prohibition You mustn't worry - you'll be fine. 

must have deduction in the past I must have left my wallet i n  the car. 
necessity in the past In order to qualibfor the job, you must have had several years' 

experience. 

mustn't have necessity in the past You mustn't have had any driving convictions or you won't get the job. 

shall prediction (I  and we) I think we shall get back early next week. 
intention (I and we) W e  shall g v e  ourfinal decision tornorrow. 
offers (I and we) Shall I g v e  you a hand? 
official orders Al1 the candidates shall rernain i n  their seats until the end of the 

examina tion. 
asking for advice What  shall we do now? 

shan't prediction 
intention 

W e  shan't get back rnuch before ten. 
I shan't let hirn do that again. 

shall / prediction W e  shall havefinished by this wening. (= Future Perfect) 
shan't have W e  shan't have another opportunity i f w e  don't w in  today. 

(continued) 



should 1 ought to 

shouldn't / 
oughtn't to 

should have / 
shouldn't have 1 
ough t to have / 
oughtn't to have 

Meaning / Use 

(those uses marked * are also 
appropriate to  ought to) 
giving your opinion* 
expressing doubt 
advice* 
obligation* (duty) 
instructions 
conditional (see Unit 5, Section 3.4) 

with that-clauses after certain verbs 
with that-clauses after adjectives 

in purpose clauses expressing doubt 

(those uses marked * are also 
appropriate to oughtn't to) 

advice* 
obligation* (duty) 
giving your opinion* 
with that-clauses after certain verbs 
expressing doubt 

advice in the past 
giving your opinion* about the past 

expressing doubt about the past 
obligation* (duty) in the past 

with that-clauses after certain verbs 

Example 

The traffic should / ought to be lighter today. 
I should think it will rain today. 
You should / ought to go out more often. 
People should / ought to treat each other better. 
Al1 visitors should report to reception. 
Ifanyone should phone / Should anyone phone, te11 them 

1'11 be back this afternoon. 
I sugested that he should take a break. 
It is essential that you should contact us. 
They spoke quietly so that nobody should hear what they 

were saying. 

You shouldn't / oughtn't to drive so fast. 
People shouldn't / oughtn't to be so agressive. 
The trafic shouldn't / oughtn't to be too bad today. 
I sugested that he shouldn't work so hard. 
I shouldn't think he'd enjoy it. 

You should have told me before. 
The trafu should have / ought to have been lighter 

earlier today. 
I shouldn't have thought he'd have enjoyed it. 
You should have / ought to have been there hours ago. 
They shouldn't have driven sofast. 
I sugested that he should have taken a break. 

will prediction 
predicting the present 
truths and facts 
obligation / orders 
habits 
annoying habits 
willingness 
intention 

won't prediction 
predicting the present 
truths and facts 
refusal 
intention 

They'll be here soon. 
They'll be there by now. 
This car will only run on unleaded petrol. 
Al1 passengers will proceed to Gate 7 immediately 
She'll always try to help you whenever she can. 
He will smoke when I'm trying to eat. 
I'll give you a hand qyou like. 
I'll put the letter in the post this evening. 

They won't be herefor a while. 
Thqi won't be there yet. 
This car won't start. 
He won't join in unless he'sfirst. 
I won't come this evening, I'm afiaid. 

will have/ prediction I won't havefinished this book by this evening. 
won't have predicting the past They'll have easily got there by now. 



MEANINGS OF MODAL VERBS 

Moda1 Meaning / Use Example 

would prediction They said they would be here soon. 
predicting the present I thought they'd be there by now. 
describing imaginary situations You'd look better with your hair shorter. 
(For would in conditionals and after 

wish, see Unit 5, Sections 3 . 3 ,  4.2.) 
habits in the past She would always try to help you. 
annoying habits in the past HE would smoke when I was trying to eat. 
requests Would you open the door for me? 
intention in the past He said he'd put the letter in the post later. 
(we use would as the past form 

of will, e.g. in reported speech) 
typical (annoying) behaviour It would start raining just as we went out. 
advice I'd talk to him about it $1 wcre you. 

wouldn't prediction They said they wouldn't be herefor ages. 
predicting the present I thought they wouldn't be here yet. 
describing imaginary situations You wouldn't say that ifyou'd met him. 
refusal in the past He wouldn't do what I asked. 
requests You wouldn't open the door for me, would you? 
intention in the past He said he wouldn't be coming tonight. 
(we use wouldn't as the past form 

of won't, e.g. in reported speech) 
advice I wouldn't do that i f I  were you. 

would have/ events in the past which didn't happen 
wouldn't have 

or which did happen 
tentative thoughts 
deductions in the past 

(we use would / wouldn't have as the 
Past form of will/ won't have, e.g. in 
reported speech after Past tense verbs) 

I'd have met you at the station ifl'd known you were 
coming. 

I wouldn't have told you ifI'd known you'd be so upset. 
I'd have thought he'd have jumped at the chance. 
I first went to Italy when I was at University; that would 

have been in 1982. 
He promised he would have posted it beforefive o'clock. 



@ GRAMMAR 

SECTION 
Intention, willingness, fiequency, 
hubit 

1 INTENTION AND REFUSAL 

We use will and would (past or conditional) to 
express willingness or intention to do something. 
The precise meaning varies according to the context: 

1 really will be good, 1 promise. (= promise) 1'11 leave 
i fyou  say that again. (= threat) 1 will get there in  
time ifit 's the last thing 1 do. (= determination) 
1 won't be staying long. (= intention or promise not 
to) 'Lend meftve pounds. ' 'No, 1 won't. ' (= refusal) 
Myfather wouldn't help me outftnancially. (= past 
refusal) I'd give you a hand with the washing up $1 
wasn't rushed oflmyfeet. (conditional willingness) 
We occasionally use shall with 1 and we: 
1 told you I'd succeed and I shall! (= strong 
intention) 
We use won't and wouldn't to talk about machines 
'refusing' to work properly: 
This programme won't work with your computer. 
My car wouldn't go this morning - 1 think it's the 
battery. 

2 OFFERS AND REQUESTS 

We can use will and would to offer to do something: 
1'11 do thatfor you - it's no problem. (= offer) 
Markus said he would help me. (= past offer) 
We also use other modals to make offers: 
Can 1 help? 
Would you like a hand with your lugage? 
Shall 1 carry thatfor you? 
Muy 1 be ofany assistance? (= formal) 
We can also ask if someone else is willing to do 
something by making requests: 
You wouldn't mind giving me a hand, would you? 
(= tentative) Would you mind giving me a hand? 
You couldn't give me a hand, could you? Do you 
think you could give me a hand? Can you give me a 
hand? Give me a hand, would you? (= more direct) 
Note that we don't use May you.. . or Shall you.. . to 
make requests. 
We can ask very politely or formally using: 
Would you be so kind as to hold thisfor me? 
Would you be kind enough to  hold thisfor me? 

We can also use be willing to, especially if there's 
the possibility that the intention won't be carried 
out: 
X Y  
J I'm willing to help, but 1 don't have time. 
We use may, might, and would with be willing to, 
be prepared to, etc. to make very tentative offers: 
1 might be willing to  make a few contacts for you, at 
a price. 
We can use would and might with be willing to, etc. 
to make requests: 
Would /Might  you be willing to  do the job $1 o@ed 
you another ten percent? 

3 FREQUENCY 

We use will to talk about habits and typical 
behaviour in the present: 

They'll spend hours on the phone to each other every 
night. (= they often do) 
We use would to talk about past habits and typical 
behaviour in the past: 
Every morning 1 would get up at the crack ofdawn and 
take the dogsfor a walk. 
%en stressed, will and would express the 
speaker's annoyance at the habits: 
She will play her music loudly when I'm trying to 
work. They would keep talking when 1 just wanted to 
go home. 
Used to is similar to would. Note that words such as 
never, always, etc. commonly change position: 
My dad would always / always used to read me a 
story before 1 went to bed. 
But, we only use used to, not would, to talk about 
states: 
X X  
J 1 used to  be much slimmer when 1 was younger. 

Write (1) next to any sentence which refers to 
intention or refusal, (0) next to any which contains 
offers or requests, and (F) next to any which refers 
to frequency. 

a If al1 goes well, 1'11 be there just before six. 
b Shall 1 open the window? 
c Tomorrow, as always, 1'11 get up and do my 

homework before breakfast. 
d This door simply won't open. 
e Ian said he'd give us a hand to clear up. 



INTENTION, WILLINGNESS ,  FREQUENCY, HABIT 

@ 

O Match the direct speech (1-6) with the report (e-f). 

Example: O 1'11 give you a lifi. g She offered to ... 
You write: O g 

(O 1'11 give you a lifi.) a He begged me to ... 
1 1'11 write to you every day. b They warned me not to ... 
2 No, 1 won't pay and that's that. c She just asked me to ... 
3 1'11 report you to the authorities! d She promised to ... 
4 You'll be sorry if you touch that. e He threatened to ... 
5 Could you take the other end f She refused to ... 

of this for me? 
6 Couldn't you possibly for once (g She offered to ...) 

turn a blind eye, please? 

In each item below one or two options may be possible to 
complete the sentence. Underline those that are possible. 

Example: 1 mav / tt~& / will be willing to spare you half an hour this 
afiernoon. 

a Might 1 Can / Would you mind lifiing your feet for a moment whiie 1 
hoover? 

b May / Could / Would you be so kind as to give me some advice? 
c Shall 1 Will/ Can 1 carry that rather heavy-looking case for you? 
d Will / Could 1 Can you possibly come back a little later? 
e May / Would 1 Might you be willing to refund the money we have 

already paid you? 
f Do you think you M11 / may 1 could stand a little further away? 

@ Fill each of the blanks with the appropriate animal from the 
list. Write which use of will or would the sentences illustrate. 

Example: Eels will often swim thousands of miles in the course of a 
year. Typical behaviour 

(eels) pigeons bees whales rhinoceroses cats 

a Poachers will do almost anything 
to get hold of the horn of 
white . . . . . . . . 

b ......... will usually lick their 
kittens almost non-stop in the 
early days of their lives. 

c Hundreds of years ago, passenger 
.... ...... would blacken the skies of 
North America. 

d ...... . . . .  will occasionally be found 
beached on a shore, having lost 
the rest of the school. 

e There's a theory that .. . . will 
never sting you unless provoked. 

€e\$ w i l l  often swim 
thousands of miles in the 

a Put a tick ( J )  beside the 
sentences in which would could 
replace used to. Put a cross (X) 
beside the others. 

Example: Switzerland used to be part 
of Austria. X 
In the past severa1 families used to 
live in the same house. J 

a Family values used to be quite 
different in those days. 

b It used to be quite normal for 
cousins to marry. 

c Generally speaking, these 
marriages used to succeed as well 
as any others. 

d People used to have different ideas 
about family relationships then. 

e The father used to farm and hunt 
and the mother used to look afier 
the home. 

0 Rewrite each of the following 
sentences using the two prompt 
words printed underneath it. 

Example: I'd like to help but 
unfortunately it's not possible. 
wish / 1 
I wish I could help but unfortunately 
I can't. 

a Could you possibly help me with 
the dishes? 
possible / hand 

b Our previous cat would only go 
out if the door was opened 
specially for him. 
used / unless 

c He threatened to tell my wife 
unless 1 admitted to everything. 
said 1 if 

d Shall 1 pay by cheque or would you 
rather 1 paid cash? 
like 1 prefer 

e I'd be very grateful if you could 
fonvard any letters to the above 
address. 
appreciate / kind 





@ The outgoing President is in 
bullish mood. Complete his claims 

O Rewrite the following sentences using a modal. More than one 
moda1 may be possible. 

Example: 1s there any chance of me borrowing your Walkrnan 
tomorrow afternoon? 
Can/Could/May I borrow your Walkman tomorrow afternoon? 

a 1s it al1 right if 1 miss the first few minutes of tomorrow's meeting? 
b 1 wish my writing in English was better. 
c One day soon, Internet access is sure to be available to every 

schoolchild. 
d 1 knew how to swim before 1 was three. 
e A wasp sting was sometimes a cause of death in those days. 
f These photocopiers have proved to be quite temperamental. 
g The journey here took us twice as long as it needed to. 
h Even if they'd wanted to land at Heathrow, it was impossible 

because of the fog. 
i And what is this baby doing sitting on my desk, if you don't mind 

my asking? 

e Arrange each of the following comments using can't into five 
groups according to their basic meaning. One group will have five 
comments, the others two each. Two have been given as examples. 

(1 can't believe it.) d 1 can't get over it. j 1 can't put it out 
(1 can't take it in.) e 1 can't stop myself. of my mind. 

a 1 can't understand f 1 can't work it out. k 1 can't stand it. 
it. g I can't bear it. 1 I can't face it. 

b 1 can't manage. h 1 can't cope. m 1 can't put up 
c 1 can't help it. i 1 can't take it. with it. 

it in. 1 

1 

I can't 
believe it. 

@ Fill each of the gaps with a form of be able to followed by an 
appropriate verb. 

Example: 1 don't think 1 will be able t o  drive you to the airport. 

a 1 . . . . .  never . . . . . .  out the difference between a PC and a Mac. 
b 1 would really love . . . . . . . . . . . .  myself more interestingly on paper. 
c You . . . . . . . . . .  him on this number, but 1 have my doubts. 
d They . . . . . . . . . . . .  just . . . . . . . . . .  the drowning man to safety, thank 

goodness. 
e If you don't feel . . .  a contribution, just say so. 

with could, was / were able to, have 
been able to or could have plus an 
appropriate verb. 

I can't take 

2 

Example: No one could have done 
more than 1 have to increase this 
country's standing in the world. 

a In my first term of office 1 . . . . . .  

this country back on its feet after 
my predecessor's mistakes. 

b In this second term 1 . . . . . . . .  in the 
most exciting new legislation this 
country's seen for decades. 

c With anyone else in power, there 
. . . . . . . .  economic chaos. 

d 1 . . . . . .  my head up high 
throughout my presidency. 

e 1 . . . . . . . .  any allegations you care 
to make against me. 

f 1 . . . . . . .  new measures which will 
eventually make the world a far 
better place. 

3 

@ Rewrite the sentences twice 
using the words given. 

Example: He was only able to throw 
a tantrum like that because he 
was the boss. 
couldn't wouldn't 
He couldn't have thrown a tantrum 
like that if he hadn't been the boss. 

4 

He wouldn't have been able t o  
throw a tantrum like that if he 
hadn't been the bojj. 

5 

a 1 hope one day we can meet 
again in more favourable 
circumstances. 
possible able 

b Some supermarket beef tends to 
be rather tough. 
can tendency 

c Would you be so kind as to send 
this out to al1 your major clients? 
enough wonder 

d Maybe 1 could have helped you. 
able possible 

e In the end we were able to 
communicate with sign language. 
managed succeeded 



SECTION 3 Every morning 1 would get up early andfeed the 
chickens. (= habitual behaviour) 1 wouldn't do 
what 1 was told. (= refusal) 

Special uses 0f sh0dd;  m0dak in We also use might occasionally: 

the past 1n those days, they camefor lunch and might stay on 
for supper. (= possibility) 

1 SPECIAL USES OF SHOULD 

We often use should in that-clauses after verbs 
connected with suggestions, requests or orders: 

1 suggested that he should take a break. 
They insisted 1 should take a pay cut. 
Other verbs we often use with should include: 
demand propose urge require 
recommend decide maintain warn 
In more formal English, we can omit should in 
that-clauses. (See Unit 5 ,  Section 1.1) 
We also use should in that-clauses after adjectives 
connected with importance, e.g. 1t is important 
that.. ., or personal reactions, e.g. I was surprised 
that ... . We use should have to talk about the past: 
1tS essential that you should contact us as soon as you 
have any information. 
Hefound it astonishing that anyone should have 
wanted to buy such an ugly present. 
Other adjectives we commonly use with should in 
this way include: 
important necessary surprising normal 
sorry horrified interesting worried 
Again, we can omit should 
We sometimes use should in purpose clauses (see 
Unit 6, Section 2) after conjunctions like so that, in 
order that, in case, forfear that, lest: 
They spoke quietly so that nobody should hear what 
they were sayng. He disguised himselflest he should 
be recognised. 
We also use should before certain verbs, e.g. 
imagne, think, say, hope, to express concepts about 
which we are not certain: 
1 should imagine we'll be homefor dinner. 
(See Unit 5, Section 1.1 for Present subjunctive and 
alternative should.) 

2 MODALS IN THE PAST 

Could, would, might 

Could and would are the only two modals we 
commonly use on their own to refer to the past: 

I could drive a tractor before 1 knew how to drive a car. 
(= ability) We couldn't leave the building during the 
lunch break. (= permission) 

Modal Perfects 

Other modals may refer to the past when used with 
the Perfect (have + -ed). We use moda1 Perfects in 
three ways: 

to speculate about events, or imagine the opposite 
had happened: 
1 would have talked to him but 1 didn't have time. 
You should have told me you were coming. 
They ought to have informed us of the change. 
We were lucky - the whole thing could have ended in 
disaster. 
You needn't have gone to so much trouble. 
You might have warned me. 
to talk about past events when we are not sure 
whether they happened or not: 
1 can'tfind my diary anywhere - 1 suppose 1 could have 
lefi it at home. (= it's possible) She may have 
phoned my ofice after 1 le$. (= it's possible) 
She can't have lefi already! (= 1 don't think she has) 
She must have given it to someone else. (= I'm almost 
certain) They might have gone home by now. (= it's 
possible) They should have got there by now. (= 1 
think so) 
to talk about possibility in the present and future. 
This is a form of the Future Perfect (see Unit 1, 
Section 2.2): 
You should have already gone through immigration by 
the time 1 get to the a i ~ o r t .  

IdentiS. these uses of should in the following 
sentences. Write the appropriate number. 

1 after adjectives 2 after a verb 3 after conjunctions 
4 referring to the past 5 before a verb 

a For fear that they should ask him again, he 
pretended to be deaf. 

b I'm worried that they should think I've not been 
telling the truth. 

c 1 maintain we should continue for the time being. 
d 1 should think it gets quite cold at night here, 

doesn't it? 
e 1 should have known you'd be involved somehow. 



SPECIAL USES OF  SHOULD; MODALS IN THE PAST 
& 

It's incredible that the new trainer should 
0 Rewrite each of the want to hand in his notice already. 1 
following sentences in each pair 
(a-b) using should and one of the 
words listed. You may want to 
change the form of verbs. 

Example: incredible 
a The new trainer wants to 
hand in his notice already? 1 
just don't believe it. 
It's incredible that the new 
trainer should want to hand in 
is notice already. 

1 important normal 
a Some students tend to feel a little homesick in their first week 

here. 1 can understand that. 
b Children must be taught the difference between right and 

wrong. 1 believe that strongly. 
2 odd bewildenng 

a Why has he complained now, right at the end of his course? 1 
just can't work it out. 

b 1 wonder why she left without saying anything. I'd really like to 
know. 

3 insisted warned 
a 'Don't let your feelings run away with you, will you?' said the 

youth club leader. 
b 'We simply must go to the police about this latest attack,' said a 

bystander. 

Match each of the half-sentences (1-6) with (a-f) and connect 
them using one of the following conjunctions. 

Example: O 50 that g 
lest so that in case 
(O Many people want to be 

pop stars) 
1 But the Spice Boys don disguise 

when they go out 
2 One group singer goes around 

in a Mickey Mouse mask 
3 They always lock their bedroom 

doors at night 
4 They never announce their 

immediate plans 
5 Girlfriends are out of the 

question 
6 They're not allowed to read the 

papers 

a ... female fans should 
become jealous. 

b ... someone should try to 
come in. 

c ... fans should recognise 
them. 

d ... nobody should be able 
to guess who he is. 

e ... no one should know 
where they're heading. 

f ... they should read a bad 
review. 

(g ... people will recognise 
them in the street.) 

Rewnte each of the following 
sentences using the two prompt 
words given. 

Example: He promised to be here by 
ten o'clock without fail. 
said / definitely 
He said he would deJinitely be here 
by ten o'clock. 

a Don't you regret reacting in the 
way you did? 
think / should 

b 1 bet she felt a bit of a fool when 
she realised who she had been 
speaking to. 
must / dawned 

c 1 expect you'll be at Heathrow 
before me. 
should /do 

d Do you think 1 should have given 
her a set of keys? 
ought / left 

e Our stubborn young son always 
refused to treat visitors to the 
house with respect. 
would / respectfully 

f It's possible that she put those 
goods in her bag accidentally. 
may / mistake 

Fill each of the gaps with a 
suitable word or phrase. 

a It shouldn't . . . . . . .  ... us more than 
half an hour to get to the airport. 

b Last night's match could .. ....... 
into a complete fiasco. 

c The chairman insisted that al1 
shareholders should ........ of the 
board's decision in writing. 

d She just . . .  . . mind despite al1 
our pleas, would she? 

e You should . . . . . . . .  that into 
account before you went and 
spent al1 your money. 



SECTION 4 
Frequency 

As well as using moda1 verbs and used to (see Section 
1.3), we can express frequency in many ways. 

1 ADVERBS AND ADVERBIAL PHRASES 

We most commonly express the idea of 'how often' 
with adverbs of frequency: 

1 rarely / seldom go into the centre of town $1 can help 
it. John regularly / normally / often smo kes more 
than a packet a day. W e  were constantly / regularly 
being cnticised. 1've told you repeatedly not to tip 
your chair back. 
We can also use adverbial phrases - usually in 
different positions in the sentence: 
1 still see m y  first gtrlfiend n m  and then / n m  and 
again / every so ofien. W e  were being attacked all 
the time / again and again. 1t S been raining on and 
o f a l l  day. From time to time 1 check my e-mails. 

1 l've been working non-stop since Fnday. 
l 

We can express frequency more precisely in 
many ways: 

¡ This happens every four years / twice a month / on a 
daily basis / 40 times a minute. Buses leave every 

l 
I hour on the hour. 1 cook once in a blue moon. 

1 2 ADJECTIVES 
l 
! We can often express frequency using adjectives: 

1tS uncommon / unusual / rare for anyone to disown 
his parents. Some people are prone to headaches. 
W e  are al1 susceptible toflattery. 1'm liable to get 
sunburnt. He won how much? ThatS unheard-oj? 

/ 3 HABITS AND TRENDS 

Verbs, and verb and noun phrases, can express habits 
and trends: 

Many people tend to talk too much. Some are in the 
habit of talking to themselves. Others have a 
tendency not to listen to other people. The underlying 
trend is towards low inflation. Do you follow the 
latest trends i n  fashion? Parisian designen set the 
trend for others to follow. 

i Which of the three sections above do these five 
sentences illustrate? 

a One to be taken three times a day. 
b Interest rates seem to be going up with alarming 

frequency. 
c There's nothing unusual about wanting a pay rise, 

is there? 
d There's normally never this much traffic on the 

high street. 
e Don't make a habit of locking yourself out, will 

you? 

@ Two or three of the options can complete the 
sentences. Underline them. 

i i do question whether a seventeen-year-old will 
be able to stand up to the . .  pressure of the job. 
a non-stop b relentless c constant d liable 

2 1 ... ... have problems when it comes to deciding 
whether there's a hyphen or not. 
a al1 the time b unwaveringly c invariably 
d frequently 

3 it is .. .. for babies to be born with hair, isn't it? 
a relatively rare b not unusual c quite often 
d very seldom 

4 i wish i could . the habit of drinking coffee 
late at night. 
a break b stop c avoid d get out of 

5 The figures have to be calculated on a(n) ..... . 
basis. 
a daily b fortnightly c annually d monthly 

6 Spot-checks can be made anything up to three 
times . . .  . year. 
a per b the c in a d a 

7 She's .. telling me where I've gone wrong in 
my life. 
a forever b al1 the time c on and off 
d constantly 

8 We still meet up for a drink and a chat once ...... . 
a in a blue moon b at a time 
c in a black mood d in a while 

9 We write to each other . .  . but not very often. 
a occasionally b regularly c now and then 
d rarely 

10 He's in the habit of ... .. . 
a interrupting me al1 the time b humming to 
himself c making me happy d not saying what 
he means 



FREQUENCY 

@ Fill each of the gaps in these extracts from students' end-of- 
year reports with an appropriate word from the list. 

Example: Unfortunately, she requires constant supervision. 
again from unfailingly occasion prone (constant) consistently 
sporadic fortnightly regularly now too course intervals uncommon 
tendency regularity clockwork 

a She is .......... cheerful and co-operative. 
b His attendance at classes has been . . , to  say the least. 
c He has a(n) . . . .  to drift off into his own dream world. 
d His written work has earned him . . . . . .  high grades. 
e . . .  time to time his powers of concentration wane. 
f Every . . . . . . .  and then he comes to life and contributes. 
g He is . . . . . . .  to lapses of concentration. 
h Her performance in the . . .  tests has been impressive. 
i He has been warned time and time .......... about his behaviour. 
j On the odd . . . .  when homework is handed in it is unsatisfactory. 
k It is not . . . . . . .  for his work to  be handed in extremely late. 
1 She is still .......... late for lessons, despite frequent warnings. 
m She is missing classes with alarming . . . . . . . . .  

n She delivers her assignments as regular as . . . . . . . .  

o She is able to produce in the ....... of a single lesson what many 
students require a week to produce. 

p Al1 . often she is slow to respond and appears not be 
concentrating. 

q He needs a fairly stern word at regular . . . . . . . . .  

@ Fill each of the numbered blanks in this short letter with one 
suitable word. The first one has been done for you. 

Dear Marie, 

Thank you for arranging this fortnight here for me. I know how busy 

you've been with the day- ... h.... (O)-day running of the office. 

.......... (1) usual, your choice of course for me has been inspired. I feel 

my confidence i s  increasing day .......... (2) day but .......... (3) time 

.......... (4) time I do still wonder what I'm doing here. I know it 's  a 

once- .......... (5)-a-lifetime offer but day .......... (6) day .......... (7). 

we're subjected t o  sessions in which, .......... (8) now and then, I feel 

like screaming. Day .......... (9) day, they try t o  get you t o  open up and 

.......... (10) in a while I feel I might be able to, but then .......... (11) 

often than not, I clam up. The pressure is not just .......... (12) and off, 

it 's constant. .......... (13) the odd occasion when we are free t o  relax - 

like now - every .......... (14) often someone comes by and asks 'Feeling 

al1 right?' .......... (15) and then I feel like saying: 'No, I'm thinking of 

leaving', but so far I've just stopped myself. Thanks again. 

Rewrite each of the sentences 
using the two words given in such 
a way that it is as similar in 
meaning as the sentence printed 
before it. 

Example: Every now and then there 
tend to be violent storms in this 
area. liable / intermittent 
There are liable to be intermittent 
violent storrns in t h i ~  area. 

a Every two months there will be ; 
spot-check on how the business 
is being run. 
second / carried 

b Terrorist attacks are happening 
increasingly frequently. 
place / frequency 

c An employer striking an 
employee is almost unheard-of. 
extremely / physically 

d Such assaults almost invariably 
lead to criminal proceedings. 
would / rare 

e It's not normal for people to 
insure themselves against minor 
accidents. 
usually / serious 

f There are frequent occasions on 
which the age of the offender 
should be taken into account. 
times / borne 

g The pressure for the employees 
here is non-stop. 
working / under 

h Employees are normally entitled 
to two ten-minute breaks a day. 
rule / twice 

i It's getting monotonous how 
regularly junk-mail arrives on oui 
doorstep. 
receive / regularity 

j It's unheard-of for a student to 
get a refund if they curtail their 
course. 
unprecedented / given 

Lots of love 

Julie 



SECTION 
A bility, quality and achievement 

As well as using moda1 verbs and other verbs such 
as be able to, managed to, succeed in,  (see Section 2), 
we can express ability, quality and achievement in 
other ways. 

1 DEPENDENT PREPOSITIONS 

Prepositions often collocate with certain nouns or 
adjectives. For example: 

She has a talent / a  @ft / a  feeling / an aptitude / a  Jlair 
for languages. 
He has a head forfigures / a  nose for a deal / an  ear for 
accents / an  eye for an  opening. 
She is a person of  rare charm /ability /grace. 

.................................................................................................................. 
1 Add appropriate prepositions to these examples. 
a He has a sense . . . . . . . .  timing / a wealth . . . . . . .  

knowledge / a range . . . . . . . .  skills. 
b She's brilliant / fantastic / great / hopeless / 

terrible . . . . . . . . .  making arrangements. 
c He's high 1 low .......... confidence / strong . . . . . . . . .  

one-to-one contact. 
d They're experts ......... human relations 1 He's an 

expert . . . . . . . . . .  19th century history. .................................................................................................................. 

2 COLLOCATION 

Here are some typical collocations describing people 
who show great ski11 or ability. (For an introduction 
to collocation, see Unit 1, Section 6): 
a top l a y e r  a quality peformer 
a leading journaiist an  efective communicator 
a prominent consultant a top-class sprinter 
an  expert cook an  important writer 
a star player a competent PA 
a first-class orator a n  experienced examiner 
a great surgeon a natural comedian 
a skilfil negotiator a talented singer 
.................................................................................................................. 
2 Fill the gaps below with one of these adjectives. 

seasoned born polished eficient eminent strong 
a a(n) .......... historian 
b a(n) . . . . . . . . .  linguist 
c a(n) .......... campaigner 
d a(n) .......... speaker 
e a(n) . . . . . . . . .  swimmer 
f a(n) . . . . . . . . .  secretary 

3 CONNOTATION 

it's important to know if a statement has a positive, 
negative or neutral meaning. For example: 

Her marlzs were very reasonable. (= positive) 
ItS a moderate achievement. (= a 50-50 statement) 
It was a mediocre per$ormance. (= negative) 

3 Underline the sentences that are definitely 
negative. 

a She's a has-been. e He's one to watch. 
b He's a high-flier. f She's destined for great 
c They're over the hill. things. 
d She's definitely one g It's on the slippery slope. 

for the future. h He's heading for a fall. .................................................................................................................. 

4 METAPHOR 

Metaphor plays a big part when talking about ability, 
talent and achievement. For example, we can speak 
of a blossoming talent, fading powers and a tarnished 
reputation. (For an introduction to metaphor, see 
Unit 5, Section 5.) 

4 Three of the following metaphors have a 
negative connotation. Tick (J )  them. 

a a budding pianist f a meteoric rise to fame 
b a flourishing business g waning powers 
c a promising student h a shooting star 
d a fading talent i a wooden performance 
e a rocketing success 

O Which of these school report comments would 
parents be: A pleased with, B satisfied with, C 
dissatisfied with? Put letter, A, B or C beside each 
phrase. 

moderate progress 
reasonable attainment 
outstanding achievement 
mediocre test results 
satisfactory work 
sub-standard assignments 
passable effort 
exceptionally productive 
considerably more effort needed 
well above expected standard 
has achieved virtually nothing 
just fulfils mínimum criteria 



Here are excerpts from four reviews of a play: 

Reviewer 1 '... the costumes were out of this world.' (= loved it) 
Reviewer 2 '... a gallant attempt to get to grips with the language.' 

(= liked it but had reservations) 
Reviewer 3 '... unconvincing performances.' (= didn't like it 

very much) 
Reviewer 4 '... pathetic attempts at humour.' (= hated it) 

Write 1, 2, 3 or 4 beside the following comments from reviews. 
a unrivalled artistry k a plot that was unfortunately 
b rather heavy-handed treatment on the predictable side 
c inexcusable sloppiness 1 a fairly decent story-line 
d dreadful lighting m unbelievably moving 
e lamentable acting n fabulous sets 
f a barely workrnanlike display o hilarious exchanges 
g an undistinguished portrayal p unbeatable value 
h a second half that dragged a little q an amusing sub-plot 
i a tremendous range of emotion r appalling dialogue 
j a brave attempt to demystiG 17th S a somewhat corny ending 

Century English t unforgivable lapses 

@ Underline the options that best complete the sentences. 
One, two or three might fit. 

Example: 1 thought it was going to be a(n) ........ ending, but there was a 
clever twist in the final scene. 
a predictable b appealing c nail-biting d thrilling 

1 Only ....... . . people in their chosen profession are invited to attend 
this prestigious event. 
a prominent b infamous c fading d eminent 

2 My mother has a peculiar . .... for making people feel at home. 
a talent b present c gift d flair 

3 Marta has developed a .... . . . . of experience over the past few years. 
a feeling b wealth c range d sense 

4 You must have . .. . success and failure in your time. 
a known b made c tasted d sounded 

5 The . . . . . . . . . .  to listen while not being listened to should not be 
underestimated. 
a aptitude b ability c technique d ski11 

6 Just because he's getting on for seventy doesn't mean he's .......... . 
a lost it b past it c up to it d over the hill 

7 She's . . . . . . . . of reducing a whole roomful of people to stunned 
silence. 
a able b talented c capable d likely 

8 Our top scorer is just a little bit .. .. . . . . on confidence at the 
moment. 
a lacking b low c missing d needing 

9 The President was a man of .... . . .  vision, wasn't he? 
a rare b frequent c distant d seldom 

10 You'll be glad to know that Yuki's work is showing a .......... 
improvement. 
a marked b mediocre c minimal d pronounced 

e We can use adjectives to 
describe the quality of something, 
for example a delicious drink, a 
gripping story or an enjoyable day. 
Underline the adjective which we 
do not use with the noun given. 

Example: 
o food 

a delicious b mouth-watering 
c tasteful d inedible 

1 a drink 
a refreshing b thirst-quenching 
c warming d filling 

2 a room's décor 
a striking b soothing 
c tasteful d tasty 

3 a football match 
a exciting b striking 
c thrilling d tedious 

4 a film 
a gripping b moving 
c grasping d touching 

5 a performance 
a dazzling b blinding 
c staggering d flashing 

6 a(n) talent 
a natural b innate 
c God-given d wealthy 

7 a piece of music 
a corny b skilled 
c catchy d haunting 

8 an artist 
a budding b would-be 
c gifted d blossoming 

9 a(n) journalist 
a prominent b eminent 
c prestigious d leading 

10 a business 
a flourishing b successful 
c thriving d shooting 



I? Exam practice 4 
............................................. 

1 Fill each of the numbered blanks in the passage 
with one suitable word. 

Most people I know . . . . . . . . . .  (1 ) never go to a 
martial arts movie, even if you paid them, but I 
defy anyone not to enjoy 7 0  minutes in the dark 
with Jackie Chan. For a start, Chan is simply 
interested in evading the bullies who want to do 
him over - and if he bumps into someone as he's 
running away, he's . . . . . . . . . .  (2) apologetic. His 
screen persona is never . . . . . . . . . .  (3) to bombast. 
Chan is a likeable, bumbling Everyman who tries to 
extricate himself from scrapes with his astounding 
athletic . . . . . . . . .  (4): as he leaps up the side of a 
building, you . . . . . . . . . .  (5) swear he was on wires. 
With the kind of . . . . . . . . .  (6) and agility . . . . . . . . .  (7) 
limited to monkeys and flies, Chan seems 
. . . . . . . . . .  (8) of scuttering up any surface. And it is 
extremely . . . . . . . . . .  (9) for him to go on the 
offensive. The films of lesser action stars like Jean- 
Claude Van Damme provide a diet of relentless 
violente, punctuated . . . . . . . . . .  (1 0) now and 
. . . . . . . . . .  (1 1 ) by some semi-moronic 'witticism', but 
Chan's balletic altercations with his enemies are as 
a . . . . . . . . . .  (1 2) oriented around the art of comic 
evasion. True, nobody . . . . . . . . . .  (1 3) ever win a 
screen-writing Oscar for one of his films: they're 

. . . . . . . . . .  the sort of film where villains (1 4) 
frequently deliver lines like 'I'm sorry we didn't get 
the tape, four of our guys got blown up'. They 
. . . . . . . . . .  (1 5) to be a series of stunt sequences, al1 
devised by Chan himself, wrapped around the most 
tenuous of plots. He uses no stunt double or state 
of the art technology or computer-generated tricks. 
He is simply a person of . . . . . . . . . .  (1 6) charm with 
an enormous flair . . . . . . . . . .  (1 7) physical comedy. 
And what is so . . . . . . . . . .  (1 8) is that this . . . . . . . . .  (1 9) 
campaigner . . . . . . . . .  (20) still be making such films 
at the age of fifty. 

2 Finish each of the following sentences in such a 
way that it is as similar in meaning as possible 
in meaning to the sentence printed before it. 

a Do you think you could take charge of the 
catering? 
Yo u .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. .................................................. 

b Every morning, my grandfather would always 
get the 8.1 5 train to work. 
Every morning, my grandfather always . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

c I suppose it's just possible that I can help you 
out. 
I might . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ... ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

d The doctors couldn't cave her as they didn't 
have the right equipment. 
The doctors wouldn't . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ... ................ 

e I wish you'd told me you were coming! 
You . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

f Could you possibly get here before lunch? 
Is there ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

3 Fill each of the blanks with a suitable word or 
phrase. 

a Would you . . . . . . . . . .  enough to step this way 
please? 

b The actor claimed he . . . . . . . . . .  Hamlet if he'd 
wanted, he simply never got round to it. 

c If I promised to give you a lift home, . . . . . . . . .  to 
meet me in town? 

d My son asked if . . . . . . . . .  me back what he owed 
the following week. 

e It's a good job our competitors didn't discover 
our plans, or . . . . . . . . . .  disastrous consequences. 

f We spent hours preparing the report but it 
turned . . . . . . . . .  have bothered as nobody read it. 

g I don't think I . . . . . . . . .  so much: I'm so full I feel a 
bit sick. 

h I . . . . . . . . . .  better than to have asked you for 
money! 



EXAM PRACTICE 4 

4 For each of the sentences below, write a new sentence as similar as possible in 
rneaning to the original sentence, but using the word given. This word rnust not be 
altered in any way. 

a Could you possibly close al1 the doors as you go? 
kind 

b I said I was happy to lend a hand provided I could find the time. 
willing 

c It's not unusual that people should feel discouraged by their first attempt at 
wood carving. 
tend 

d I bet they felt silly when they realised they were at the wrong church. 
must 

e The chances are you'll get laughed at if you go out looking like that. 
liable 

f Nobody takes time off in this cornpany. 
unheard 

5 Circle the word or phrase that best completes each sentence. 

1 He has a . . . . .  talent for mime. 
A wealthy B natural C born D skilful 

2 He was selected to play despite a string of . . .... recent perforrnances. 
A satisfactory B reasonable C outstanding D mediocre 

3 He is a(n) . . . . . .  . authority on the subject. 
A erninent B expert C prominent D quality 

4 She has a talent for al1 the things I'm hopeless . . .  . . . . . .  . 
A for B on C of D at 

5 His parents like to think their eight-year-old is a . . .  . .  concert pianist. 
A would-be B succeeding C budding D blossorning 

6 You'll be pleased to know that turnover is showing a . . . . . . .  . .  improvernent. 
A medium B mediocre C minimal D marked 

7 They wanted to know if our kitchen . . .  . . . .  the required standards of hygiene. 
A fulfilled B rnet C reached D gained 

8 1 thought the film would have a(n) . . . . . . .  . .  finish, but there was a clever twist 
towards the end. 
A thrilling B appealing C predictable D nail-biting 

9 It was her . . . . . . . . . .  powers at the keyboard rather than her age which eventually 
forced her retirement. 
A meteoric B waning C slippery D negative 

10 She gave a/an . . . . . . . .  reading of the sonata that had the audience on their feet. 
A impeccable B rocketing C eminent D heavy-handed 



Subjunctives and Unreal 
Past; Conditionak; 

Entry test  
1 Finish each of the following sentences in such a 

way that it is as similar in meaning as possible to 
the sentence before it. 

a It's getting late: I think we ought to leave. 
, It S time . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

b The police are demanding the immediate removal 
of al1 vehicles from the area. 
The police are demanding that ............................... 

c What happens if the jury think he is guilty? 
......... What happens if he be ................... ........ 

d It doesn't matter what happens, we'll still go 
somewhere nice for your birthday. 
Come ...................... .... ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

e Even if what you say is true, there is still no 
reason to think it isn't her money. 
Be that . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ... ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

FOR SUBJUNCTIVES AND UNREAL PACT, CEE SECTION 1. 

2 Finish each of the following sentences in such a 
way that it is as similar in meaning as possible to 
the sentence before it. 

a We can get good seats providing it's possible for 
you to get there early enough. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  As . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .... 
b It seems we are leaving so I'd better get my coat. 

If . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ... .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
c We'll see you at seven, unless we run into very 

heavy traffic. 
Provided . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ... ............................................. 

d Those are Dominic's keys, aren't they? Has he 
forgotten them? 
If those . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .... ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

e Driving as fast as you normally do, it's not 
surprising you had an accident. 
If you will . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

3 Finish each of the following sentences in such a 
way that it is as similar in meaning as possible to 
the sentence before it. 

a It's lucky I know you or I'd be deeply offended. 
If . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

b Fortunately, they're on e-mail, otherwise they'd 
never have received the news in time. 
Were . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. .. .. ... 

c Could you hold my briefcase a minute so I can 
move this table? 
If you would be . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

d They may change their minds, in which case 
they'll let us know. 
Should . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

e I don't think we will, but if we did sell this flat, 
how much do you think we'd get? 
Were ................... .. .... ... ......................................... 

FOR UNCIKELY CONDITIONALS IN THE PRESENT AND FUTURE, 
CEE SECTION 3. 

4 Fill each of the gaps with a suitable word or 
phrase. 

a Even if you . . . . . . . . . .  help you, I don't think I would 
have been able to. 

b I . . . . . . . . . .  up so early this morning if I'd known you 
weren't coming until after lunch. 

c If you'd known then what you know now, .......... 

done? 
d Had . . . . . . . . . .  your timely intervention, they'd have 

given nearly al1 their money to that con man. 
e If only . . . . . . . . . .  to my father's advice, I'd be a 

successful lawyer by now. 

FOR PACT CONDITIONALS, CEE SECTION 4. 

FOR LIKELY CONDITIONALS, SEE SECTION 2. 



OVERVIEW 

1 SUBJUNCTIVES 

The subjunctive has limited uses in English. 
The Present subjunctive consists of the infinitive 
without to in al1 persons (see Section 1.1). In British 
English, it is often very formal: 
1 suggest he stop as soon as he becomes tired. 
The Past subjunctive exists only in were in al1 
persons - 1 were, he were, we were, etc. (see 
Section 1.2): 
1 wish she weren't so shy. (= but she is) 

2 UNREAL PAST TENSES 

The Unreal Past is similar to the Past subjunctive. 
It involves using Past tenses to propose impossible, 
unlikely or hypothetical conditions, to discuss 
imaginary situations, to express wishes, and to make 
proposals and polite requests (see Section 1): 

1 wish he wasn't so shy. (= but he is) 
1 wish 1 didn't have to go to work. (= but 1 do) 
Ifonly I hadn't listened to you. (= but 1 did) 

3 CONDITIONALS 

We commonly express a condition using an ifclause 
with a main clause. Conditional sentences are often 
categorised as: 
Zero Present + Present 

Ifyou press this button, the engne stops. 
First Present + will 

Ifshe rings this evening, 1'11 let you know. 
Second Past + would 

What would you do ifyou became Presidmt? 
Third Past Perfect + would have 

I f I  hadn't seen her, she'd have drowned. 
Note: the Past and Past Perfect in Second and Third 
conditionals are 'Unreal' Pasts. 

These are useful patterns to learn when studying 
conditionals, but they are not the only patterns. 
In this Unit, conditionals are categorised as: 

Likely conditionals 

These refer to past, present and future (see Section 2). 
They include 'Zero' and 'First' conditionals: 

Zf you were working late last night, how come I didn't 
see your light on? (= past) Zf you feel disappointed, 
that's natural. (= present) Zf you do that again, I'm 
going to te11 mum. (= future) Zf you can meet me at 
the car, that's easiest for me. (= future) 

SUBJUNCTIVES AND UNREAL PAST; CONDITIONALS 

False conditionals 

Included in likely conditionals are what we call false 
conditionals. These are called 'false' because the 
speaker knows that the condition has already been 
fulfilled (see Section 2.5): 

Zf you don't like opera, why are you here? 
Zf you didn't like thefilm, you should have ZefZ. 
'It's locked.' 'Well if that's the case we'll have to go 
round the back.' 

Unlikely conditionals 

Unlikely conditionals also refer to the past, present 
and future (see Sections 3 and 4). They include 
what we call 'Second' and 'Third' conditionals: 
It would be easier if Leeds were on a direct rail link 
to Oxford. (= present) Zf you were going to travel 
to Tibet, when would be the best time to go? 
(= future) Zf Z'd listened more carefully to his 
directions, 1 wouldn't have got lost. (= past) 

When and if 

These words are similar in some languages but very 
different in English: 

Zf Sally comes this evening, we'll talk it over with her. 
(= she may come) When Sally comes this evening, 
we'll talk it over with her. (= she is coming) 
We sometimes use ifand when as a phrase to say 
we are fairly certain a condition will be fulfilled: 
We'll buy it if and when our income improves. 

Alternatives to if in conditionals 

So / A s  long as you promise not to tell, you can come too. 
You can drive this car provided /providing (that) you're 
fully insured. Suppose / Supposing something goes 
wrong, what then? 1 think 1'11 accept it, assuming the 
ofer's still there. Mario can't come with us, even if he is 
your bestf imd. Zf only we'd got there sooner, the 
accident would never have happened. You can come in 
on condition that you don't stay long. Unless Peter 
changes his attitude, he's going to$nd himselfin trouble. 

Unless is close in meaning to 'if . . . not'. We can't 
always use it as an alternative to qnot:  

x q .  
J I'dfeel happier if slie didn't talk so much. 

We often use ifonly without a result clause: 



3 UNREAL PAST SECTION 1 

Subjunctives and Unreal Past 

1 PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE 

Present subjunctive (see Overview) is common in 
formal British English. In less formal English, we use 
a Present tense form (but not if the rest of the 
sentence is in the past), and we can also use should. 
(The examples below give alternative forms.) 

We use Present subjunctive: 
in that-clauses after report verbs, adjectives or 
nouns to express plans, urgency, intentions or 
suggestions: 
The police insisted the car (should) be moved 
immediately. The police insist the car is / be moved 
immediately. 
Words often followed by a Present subjunctive are: 
Verbs: insist, suggest, request, order, recommend, 

propose, thin k 
Adjectives: advisable, essential, desirable, preferable 
Nouns: decision, insistence, demand, requirernent, 

condition 
afier i$ lf he (should) be found / is found guilty, he'll 
be jailed for ten years. 
afier whether: Whether she (should) agree / agrees or 
not, we're going to have to go ahead. 
afier whatever: Whatever his reasons be / are, they are 
insuficient to excuse him. 
The Present subjunctive is common in particular 
phrases: 
Far be i tfrom me.. .  So be i t .  Be that as i t  may ... 
Su.ice i t  to say.. . Come what may.. . 
Heaven forbid! Long live the Queen. 

2 PAST SUBJUNCTIVE 

We use the Past subjunctive (were in al1 persons) in 
formal English: 

lfthe minister were here, he would no doubt refite the 
allegations. (= formal) 
However, it's more common to use was and were 
in their usual ways: 
1 wish he wasn't such a big-head. (= informal) 
Were is more common only in the phrase $1 were 
you, and for al1 persons in the pattern were + 
subject + infinitive: 
1 wouldn't argue with her if I were you. 
Were the vote to go against me, I'd resign. 

We use Unreal Past (including Past Perfect) to discuss 
imaginary situations, to express impossible wishes, 
and to make proposals and polite requests. We can 
also use Past subjunctive: 

after ifwhen we think it is unlikely or impossible 
that the condition will be fulfilled: 
lfshe were to eat / atefish more often, she might get to 
like it. 
to replace an ifclause when we imagine past, 
present or future events being different: 
Had he agreed, he'd have become the team captain. 
Were he to agree, he'd probably become the next coach. 
after ifonly to express regrets and frustration: 
lfonly he were/ was more adventurous. 
lfonly 1 hadn't drunk so much cofee! (= but 1 did) 

after wish when we are wishing for the virtually 
impossible. For more reasonable wishes, we 
commonly use would or could: 
1 wish 1 weren't / wasn't having the injection tomorrow. 
(= but 1 am) 1 wish I'd listened to you. (= but 1 
didn't) 1 wish you wouldn't shout al1 the time. 
after would rather and would sooner to express 
preferences: 
Do you mean you'd sooner 1 weren't / wasn't here? 
I'd rather you hadn't spoken so rudely to him. 
Afier as ifand as though we use Present and Present 
Perfect forms to suggest something is likely to be 
true. Past forms suggest it is unlikely or untrue: 
The man speaks as if he has / had never heard of the 
place. He acts as though he avns / avned the place. 
afier imperative suppose and imagtne (Present tense 
is also possible): 
Imagtne he were to te11 you / told you / tells you his 
most personal secrets. Suppose she were to have 
followed / had follaved your advice. (= but she didn't) 
after it's time ... : 
1tS time 1 wasn't here. (Past subjunctive is not 
possible) 
ItS time we le9. /ItSs time to leave. 

Which sentence does not contain a Present or Past 
subjunctive, or Unreal Past tense? 

a 1 propose that this street be closed to cars. 
b If 1 was in his shoes, I'd give up. 
c I'm suggesting that he reconsider my proposals. 
d Imagine you are going to faU asleep. 
e You talk as if you really meant it. 



@ Add one of these cornmon phrases to each of the sentences. 

O Fill each of the gaps with one 
suitable word. (In this exercise, 
words such as didn't and weren't 
count as one word.) 

Example: Imagine we hadn't met al1 
those years ago! 

a 1 can't te11 you how much 1 wish 
the architect . . . . . .  here to see the 
results of his work. 

b It's time you . . . . . . . . .  able to take full 
responsibility for your own 
actions. 

c If he . . . . .  so self-righteous, he'd 
realise he was wrong. 

d Imagine you . . . . . . . .  completely 
blind: how would it affect your 
life? 

e He looked for al1 the world as 
though he . . . . . .  been sleeping in 
his clothes. 

f 1 really wish 1 . . . . . .  always in so 
much of a hurry these days. 

g If only she . . . . . . . . .  so impossibly 
beautiful. 

h I'd rather you ....... talk so loudly, 
if you don't mind. 

@ Rewrite each of the following 
sentences using the Present 
subjunctive. 

Example: The commanding officer 
gave the order for them to go 
fonvard. 
The commanding oficer gave the 
order that they go forward. 

a Their decision that he should be 
promoted is a good one. 

b It is essential that we are kept fully 
informed of any developments. 

c The UN'S insistence that he 
accepts the terms of the cease-fire 
seemed inflexible. 

d Whether the referee is right or 
not, the decision cannot be 
overturned. 

e Whatever she decides, we cannot 
change our plans. 

f She insisted that 1 didn't talk to 

come what may suflice it  to say be that as it may Godforbid 
so be it far be i t f i o m  me 

a If , . . . . . . .  , you were to die, who'd run the business? 
b 1 don't want to explain. . . . . .  Aunt Sarah is coming to stay after all. 
c If you really want to drop out of college, then . . . . . .  

d ........., I'm determined to finish decorating my room this weekend. 
e . . . . . . . .  to te11 you what to do, but you'd be mad to marry him. 
f 'This medicine tastes horrible!' ' . . . . . . .  , it will cure your cough.' 

@ Finish each of the following sentences in such a way that it is as 
similar as possible in meaning to the sentence printed before it. 

Example: 1'11 get annoyed if you keep asking me every time you have a 
problem. 
I'd rather you didn't keep asking me every time you have a problem. 

a Should they strike the consultant off, she'll never work again. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  If she be 

b Our neighbour talks as if he owned half the coun8 doesn't he? 
To hear our . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

c That cocky new boy talks like someone with years' experience. 
That cocky new boy talks as . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

d Could you work this out without that calculator? 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Suppose 

e It's you not thinking carefully that caused us to have these problems. 
If ................................................................................................................... 

Fill each of the numbered blanks in the passages with one word. 

.......... i Just (1) you 1 
ank you for your e-rnail. I agree that ! .......... (2) not eaten ; s essential you be fully .......... (1) 

with the facts of the case. They are as .i for a week or two and 
.......... follows. It was agreed six rnonths ago (3) absolutely 

that, come what .......... (2). the above i starving and the only 
residence .......... (3) decorated inside ! food that .......... (4) i 
and out before the end of June. This i available to you was a i 
has not happened and rny solicitar has i trapped rat that you i recornrnended 1 .......... (4) with legal 
action forthwith. i .......... (5) no way of i 

i cooking anyway, would ; 
May 1 suggest that you .......... (5) me 

i you be tempted? as a matter of some urgency. 
................................................. 

Dear Maria, 
I'rn afraid I've got sorne bad news. 1 know we agreed it was advisable 
that Stavros . . (1) the summer holidays with you. Unfortunately 
my parents have changed their rninds and are now insisting he 
.......... (2) t o  Athens t o  stay with Aunt Sotiria. .......... (3) it t o  say, 
they are not allowing any discussion! Athens it is, although he really 
wishes he . . . . . . . . .  (4) at least share the period between you and his 
aunt. Dimos is going t o  England for the surnmer. If only life .......... (5) 
so simple for al1 of us. 
Kind reqards, - 

anyone else about what 1 saw. 



SECTION 2 

Likely conditionals in the past, 
present and future 

1 VERB FORMS IN  THE IF-CLAUSE 

Present or future 

To talk about conditions in the present or future that 
we think are likely to happen, we use Present tenses 
or modals. This is the most common form of 
conditional sentence: 

Ifhe comes into the room, don't mention the party this 
evening. 'Can 1 leave early today?' 'Ifyou must.' 
To talk about the future, we can also use going to 
in the $clause. 
Even ifwe7re not going to go swimming, we'd still 
better take a towel. 
Can for ability is also common in ifclauses: 
Assuming you can leave work early, we'll be able to 
ma ke the 6.30 peformance. 

Past 

To talk about events in the past, we can use Present 
Perfect or Past Simple / Continuous. This suggests 
that either we are not sure if something happened, 
or we are assuming it did and want to draw a 
conclusion from it (see Overview for false 
conditionals, and see Section 4 for unlikely 
conditionals in the past): 

Ifhe's read that report, he'll know what al1 thefiLss is 
about. 
Ifyou've been telling the truth, we need to act quickly. 
Provided that she caught herpight, she'll be landing 
any moment now. 

2 WILLI WON'T IN THE IF-CLAUSE 

We sometimes use will and won't in the ifclause with 
the meanings of refusal (won't), polite request (will), 
or strong disapproval at someone's insistence on 
doing something (will): 

Ifhe won't go, there is nothing you can do about it. 
(= refusal) 
Ifyou'll hold this end, 1'11 take the other one. 
(= request) 
Ifyou will drive so fast, you must expect to have 
accidents. (= insistence) 

Apart from the meanings above, we don't normally 
use will in ifclauses to indicate the future: 
X X  
4 

J Ifthe weather isfine tomorrow, we can gofor a 
walk. 

3 VERB FORMS IN  THE MAlN CLAUSE 

Verb forms in the main clause follow the normal 
rules for tense and moda1 use. Some of the most 
common are: 
Present to indicate certainty of the result: 
Simple Ifyou mix blue and red, you get purple. 
will to predict future events, make 

promises, etc: 
Províded 1 see him, 1'22 tell him. 

will have to predict what will have happened: 
The train will have le$ i fwe don't get there 
soon. 

can to express ability, permission, etc: 
You can do it that way ifyou like, but 1 
wouldn't recommend it. 

going to for predictions or intentions: 
Ifyou do t h t  again, 17m going to leave. 

4 MlXlNG TIME REFERENCES 

It is sometimes possible to have an ifclause referring 
to the present or future, and a main clause referring 
to the past, especially with must have and can't have 
for deductions: 

Ifhe7s here already, he must have set o$very early. 

5 FALSE CONDITIONALS 

False conditionals (see Overview) are very common 
when mixing time references: 

'1 don't eat red meat.' 'Well, ifthat7s a problem we'll 
have to find another restaurant. ' 

Tick ( J )  the sentence that is incorrect. 

a We'd better get ready if he's coming round soon. 
b If 1 have to, I'm going to te11 him what 1 think of 

him. 
c If the film will be uninteresting, we can leave 

before the end. 
d If you don't understand, why didn't you ask me? 
e If you'll just wait a moment, 1'11 see if he's in. 



LIKELY CONDITIONALS 1N T H E  PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE 

a Finish each of the following 
sentences in such a way that it is 

O In each of the following sentences, cross out any of the 
underlined verb forms that we cannot use. 

a If you / will leave your things lying around, you shouldn't be 
surprised if you & / will lose them. 

b If you y&t / will wait here a moment, 1'11 te11 Mr Brown you're 
here - assuming he2 / will be in. 

c If you trust / will trust me, 1 & / will take the money to him, 
providing you / will have it with you now. 

d If the unit fits / will fit in the corner there, 1 think it & / will be the 
best place, unless you can / yilJ think of anywhere else. 

e If you / will help me work out whether we need to make 
another order at the moment, 1 svend / will spend some time 
tomorrow helping you with your statistics, if you / will like. 

Either two or al1 three of the main clauses (a-c) can complete 
the sentences (1-6). Put a cross (3) next to those that cannot. 

i Do that again and a I'm leaving. 
b 1 can't help you. 
c you would be sorry. 

2 Assuming you're going a te11 hirn about the meeting. 
to see him, b will you give him a message from me? 

c he can't be a complete recluse. 
3 If the boss is feeling a we al1 feel the same way. 

relaxed, b the inspection will go al1 right. 
c it would be a bad sign. 

4 If Paul's been to a he'll probably have acquired an accent. 
Australia, b 1 think you should go there. 

c he would certainly go to New Zealand. 
5 If you're still not sure, a you hadn't been following. 

b you can't have been concentrating. 
c it's clear you weren't listening. 

6 If you will gossip about a you've got to expect people to gossip 
other people, about you. 

b people are gossiping about you. 
c you can't expect others not to gossip 

about you. 

@ Fill each of the numbered blanks in the passage with one word. 

'A cat? ... Al1 right,' 1 said, 'on .......... (1)  that you look after it, 
.......... (2) that you feed it and as .......... (3) as you don't expect me to 
clear up after it.' If .......... (4) 1 had been more firm! The animal is never 
fed .......... (5) 1 do it; .......... (6) for me, it wouId have starved to death 
months ago. .......... (7) 1 known that the children's interest in the beast 
would wane as soon as it arrived, 1 would have answered differently. The 
poor thing is ignored by them .......... (8) if it springs into their laps. 
.......... (9) 1 to kidnap the thing, 1 don't think they would notice. Should 
they .......... (10) ask for a dog, 1 think I've got my answer ready. 

as similar as possible in meaning 
to the sentence printed before it. 

Example: Having been to London, 
you should be able to te11 us 
what it's like. 
If you've been t o  London, you shoufd 
be able t o  tefl u5 what it's like. 

a Assuming everything goes 
according to plan, we'll be with 
you by six o'clock. 
Unless . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

b The Finn is almost certain to 
win, unless his engine blows out 
during the race. 
The only way .................................. 

c 1'11 lend you my car for your 
holiday on condition you get it 
serviced afterwards. 
If you'll pay for . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

d You giving hirn your number 
suggests you did want to see hirn 
again. 
Why did you . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

e You'll find your dinner in the 
oven. 
If you . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

f There's clearly nothing 1 can do 
to stop you leaving. 
If you're determined . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

g 1 think 1'11 go swimming after 
school, despite the likelihood of 
rain at that time. 
Even if ............................................... 



4 SHOULD IN IF-CLAUSES SECTION 2 
Unlikely conditionals in the 
present and future 

1 VERB FORMS IN THE IF-CLAUSE 

Present 

When we talk about unlikely or impossible situations 
in the present, we use Past subjunctive or Unreal 
Past (see Sections 1.2 and 1.3) in the if-clause to 
indicate that the opposite is true: 

Ifl didn7t know you so well, I'd say you were lying. 
(= but 1 do know you well) 
Ifonly he weren't so stubborn, he'd agree wi th  us. 
(= but he is stubborn) 

Future 

When talking about the future, we use an Unreal 
Past tense in the if-clause to indicate that we are 
talking hypothetically and think the condition is 
unlikely to be fulfilled: 

I f you  told him, he'd never believe you. (= 1 don't think 
you will te11 him) 
Suppose your car broke down, what  would you do? 

2 VERB FORMS IN THE MAlN CLAUSE 

We commonly use would and could in the main 
clause when there is an Unreal Past or Past 
subjunctive in the if-clause: 

Ifl weren't so busy, I'd take a long holiday. 
I f you  lent me f 1 0 , 1  could buy i t  today. 
We also use might: 
She might stay longer i f y o u  asked her nicely. 

3 WOULD IN IF-CLAUSES 

We use would and wouldn't in qclauses for polite 
requests and strong wishes that someone would do 
something: 

I f you  would be kind enough to lend me a hand, w e  
couldfinish this very quickly. I f you  would just calm 
downfor a moment, you'd see what  I'm talking about. 

We don't use would in qclauses to indicate simple 
future: 
X X  
J 1 think you'd be mad i f y o u  gave up your job. 

We can use should in Ef-clauses instead of a Present or 
Unreal Past. It suggests that the condition is possible 
but unlikely We use will or would or other modals in 
the main clause: 

I f they should agree the contract, we7d have to work 
twice as hard. 
This structure is formal and roughly equivalent to 
the phrase by any chance: 
I fby  any chance they do turn up, we'd better te11 them 
what  happened. 
In more formal contexts we can also omit ifor 
other conditional words and start the sentence 
with Should: 
Should you change your mind, please let me know. 

5 IF ... ARE TO1 WERE TO 

We use be to in a fairly formal way to express 
conditions. It suggests that the speaker has no 
influence over whether the condition will be fulfilled 
or not. Are to, a m  to, and is to suggest the condition 
may be fulfilled. Were to (or, informally, was to) 
emphasises that the condition is very unlikely: 

I f w e  are to get n d  of him, who  will te11 him? 
Supposing you were to win the lottery, how would you 
spend the money? 
We can omit ifor other conditional words and 
start the sentence with Were. This is not possible 
with are: 
Were w e  to take on more s t a g  how could we aford to 
pay them? 

Which of'the following sentences refer to conditions 
in the present (P), and which to the future (F)? 

present future 
a If you asked him nicely, he'd let 

you have the day off. 
b If you were a bit more 

considerate, you'd offer me a seat. 
c Should you change your job, 

what would you do? 
d If 1 were to say what 1 really 

think, I'd upset a lot of people. • 0 
e If 1 thought he was dishonest, 1 

wouldn't have offered him the job. O 



Fill each of the numbered blanks with one 
suitable word. 

In accordance with your recent request, we are pleased 
to supply the following reference. Miss Baiocci 
.......... ( l ) ,  1 am sure, be a real asset to your 
organisation, knowing as she does a great deal about the 
way a company such as yours operates. There are very 
few duties here that 1 could .......... (2) confidently 
entrust her with, and if she were .......... (3) join you, 
you .......... (4) soon come to .......... (5) her 
organisational and interpersonal skills. If it .......... (6) 
not clear that she is determined to move away from this 
area, we would .......... (7) everything we .......... (8) to 
keep her here. Assuming we .......... (9) to lose her, 1 
.......... (10) be happy to know that she .......... (1  1 )  
being taken on by a company with a reputation such as 
you enjoy. .......... (12) any further information be 
required, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Finish each of the following sentences in such 
a way that it is as similar as possible in meaning to 
the sentence printed before it. 

Example: 1 don't know if we're late because 1 don't 
have a watch. 
If I had a watch, I'd know whether we were late. 

a Nico's not very good at maths so he can't become 
an accountant. 
Were ........................................................................... 

b Should anything happen to make you change your 
mind, let me know. 
If by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

c Supposing the world was going to end tomorrow, 
what would you do tonight? 
Were . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

d Kindly calm down so 1 can explain what 1 mean. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  If you would 

e 1 can't go and work in France because 1 can't 
speak French very well. 
1 f . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

f 1 think you should complain to the manager. 
1 f . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

g Supposing we do go ahead with the building, it 
can't be before June. 
If we are . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

h 1 think not having school on Mondays and having 
shorter holidays sounds quite a good idea. 

................................. 1 think it might be quite nice if 

U N L I K E L Y  CONDITIONALS IN THE PRESENT A N D  FUTURE 

@ Fill each of the blanks with a suitable word 
or phrase. 

a If this scheme . . . . . . .  ground, everyone will have to 
pul1 their weight. 

b Your brakes are making an odd noise; 1 . . . . . .  to if 
1 were you. 

c Supposing someone told you that you weren't fit 
to do your job, . . . . . .  react? 

d Considering his age and the seriousness of the 
operation, it would be a . . . . . . . .  survived it. 

e Should you ever . . . . . .  of a helping hand, 
remember where 1 am. 

f If that wisdom tooth is giving you trouble, 1 .......... 
out. 

g If by any . . . . .  into Mrs Hebden while you're out, 
could you give her this note? 

h If we . . . . . . . . .  Friday deadline, some overtime may 
be necessary. 

@ Match a sentence from the left (1-8) with a 
response on the right (a-h). 

Examples: 9 + j 10 + i 
9 Would it be al1 right if i Thank you. 

we sat here? 
10 Should you need me, j Yes, please do. 

1'11 be next door. 

1 Would you mind if 1 
asked them along? 

2 I'm sorry 1 couldn't 
make it. 

3 Do you think it might be 
best if 1 said yes? 

4 Could you let me know 
if you change your mind? 

5 You'd feel better if you 
got some fresh air. 

6 Why didn't you te11 me? 
7 Don't you think it's time 

we were leaving? 
8 1 would if 1 could, you 

know. 

a Well, actually, I'd 
rather we didn't. 

b 1 wish you had. 
c If only 1 had! 
d 1 suppose it is. 
e I'm sure you would. 
f Far be it from me to 

discourage you. 
g Of course 1 will. 
h Perhaps 1 would. 



@ GRAMMAR 

SECTION 4 
Past conditionals 

1 VERB FORMS IN THE IF-CLAUSE 

We use Unreal Past Perfect in the ifclause to indicate 
that we know what happened but are speculating 
about what would have happened if the opposite had 
been true. This is sometimes called the 'Third' 
conditional: 

lfshe'd known my number, she would have phoned. 
(= but she didn't know it) 
l f1  hadn't been standing outside the supermarket, we 
might never have met. 
We can omit ifand start with Had: 
Had 1 believed her for one moment, 1 wouldn't have 
refused to help. 
Occasionally, something that is generally true - 
although we wish it wasn't - can have results in 
the past: 
l f1  wasn't / weren't such an idiot, 1 wouldn't have 
done that. 

If it hadn't been for. .. 
This phrase means 'without her, your, etc. help, 
interference, etc.'. We can use the phrase Ifit weren't 1 
wasn't for... to refer to the present, though if the time 
reference is clear, it can occasionally refer to the past: 

If i t  wasn't for the parking problem, 1'd drive to work. 
If it hadn't been for you, we'd never have got there on 
time. 
Had it not been for Wagner, modern classical music 
would sound very diferent. 
If i t  wasn't for/ hadn't been for those delays on the 
motonvay we'd never have missed the wedding. 

Were 

In formal English we can use conditional structures 
beginning with Were + Perfect infinitive: 

Were you to have stopped and considered, you'd have 
seen the error of your ways. 

2 VERB FORMS IN THE MAlN CLAUSE 

For Past conditionals that have results in the past, 
we use moda1 Perfects (would l could l might have, 
etc.): 
Had you told me earlier, 1 could have done something 
about it. 

For Past conditionals that have results in the 
present or future, we use mainly would, could or 
might: 
lfyou'd listened more carefully to his directions, you 
wouldn't be lost now. 
lfonly I'd entered politics earlier, 1 could be Prime 
Minister now. 
With false conditionals in the past, we use Past 
tenses in the main clause. We don't use Unreal 
Past Perfect in the if-clause: 
lfyou were in the area, why didn't you come and visit? 

3 WOULD HAVE ... WOULD HAVE 

The use of would have in both qclause and main 
clause is becoming very common in spoken and even 
written English. It's still considered incorrect by 
some people: 

lfl'd have known how expensive it was, 1 wouldn't 
have gone. 
It's sometimes difficult to hear Past conditionals 
spoken at speed because of short forms: 
I'd've come at once ifonly you'd've rung me. 

4 PAST CONDITIONALS WITHOUT CONDlTlONAL 
WORDS 

We often use a Past conditional structure without 
using a conventional 'conditional word' like ifor 
unless: 

Butfor your help, we'd never have managed. 
We'd have been completely lost without you. 
You should have come - you'd have loved it. 
Thefilm would have been just as efective in black 
and white. 

Tick (J)  the sentence that has both an tf-clause and a 
main clause which refer to the past. 

a If 1 wasn't so tired al1 the time, 1 wouldn't have 
made such an elementary mistake. 

b If you had driven faster, we'd be there by now. 
c I'd have rung you if I'd known you were at home. 
d 1 wouldn't be going to London if you hadn't told 

me about the exhibition. 
e If you were right about the weather, we're going 

to get wet. 



f Turning left at the lights would 
have got you here ten minutes 
earlier. O For each of the following sentences, say whether a or b, or both, Were you 

can complete the sentence. Tick (d )  any that we can use, put a g The only reason the child hasn't 
cross (8) for any that we cannot use. been prosecuted is the fact that 
Example: If President Kennedy hadn't been assassinated in 1963 he's only twelve. 

a the Cold War might have ended sooner. d Were it . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

b America will be very different. 8 h The police showed great restraint 

1 If it hadn't been for the a we'd have spent more time sailing. and avoided a potentially very 

awful weather, b we would go there again. ugly incident. 
............................. 2 If I'd realised you a 1 wouldn't be so angry. There could 

weren't coming, b 1 can do something. 
3 if he had told you a you shouldn't have got angry with him. Write sentences that are a part 

the truth. b vou wouldn't be in this predicament. of a chain, as in the examples. 

4 If you liked Greece, a ;ou should have come with us to Naxos. Examples: 1 cheated from him in [he 
b why didn't you come with us to Naxos? Entry Test. We finished up in the 

5 Had they explained a they're stupid. same class. 
their reasons, b you'd understand. if I hadn't cheated from him in the 

Entry Test, we wouldn't have 
Fill each of the blanks with a suitable word or phrase. finished up in the same class. 

a If ........ for the postal strike, the cheque would have arrived today. We used to do our homework 
b In those days you would have been breaking . . . . . . . .  ID card on you at together. 

al1 times. if we hadnlt$nished up in the 

c If you had been in my shoes, . . . . . . . .  done? same class, we wouldn't have done 
d Had we . . . . . . .  misinformed about the bus times, we wouldn't have our hornework together. 

been late. a We started to find out quite a lot 
e In retrospect you might . . . .  advised to get a lawyer. about each other. (Begin: l fwe ... 

.. f If Ioannis stayed that long at the party, . been having a good homework together, .) 
time. b We discovered that we had a lot 

g But . . . . . . .  fire alarm alerting us, the building would have gone up in common. 
in flames. c He invited me to go to the 

National Gallery. @ Finish each of the following sentences in such a way that it is as We saw the most incredible 
similar as possible in meaning to the sentence printed before it. paintings. - 
Example: The young lad wasn't looking where he was going and tripped e IJm a true art-lover now. 

over that wire. f 1 went to the National Gallery 
if the young lad had been looking where he was going, he would not have again yesterday. 
tripped over the wire. g 1 met another art-lover there. 

a The only thing that made the show worth watching was the visual h I'm going out to dinner tonight. 

effects. i 1 didn't phone you. 
............................................................................................................. ~f it j You haven't warned me yet about 

b 1 would never have got so far if my parents hadn't encouraged me. going out with art-lovers. 

Had it 
c You're lying in this hospital bed because you forgot the most basic 

rule of Safety First. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  If you 

d Taking that job would have meant her working from 8 ti11 8 every 
day. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  She 
e But for the goalkeeper's brilliance, we could have lost by many more. 

................................................................................................... if the 



SECTION 5 
Metap hor 

A metaphor is a combination of vocabulary items we 
use to express a particular feeling or encourage 
imagination, e.g. her sunny smile, have a big head, purr 
with delight, a sun-drenched beach, pul1 strings. 

1 COMPOUND ADJECTIVES AND NOUNS AS 
METAPHORS 

Some compounds are always metaphorical they 
have a meaning that each part of the compound 
doesn't have. A bloodbath is never 'a bath full of 
blood'; the compound has only the meaning of 'a 
massacre'. Other examples of compounds that are 
always metaphorical include: 
mindgames nutcase thought-reader sun-trap 
sinbin wine-lake narrw-minded warm-hearted 
bone-dry hard-bitten green-5ngered soul-searching 
.................................................................................................................... 
1 Underline the words that we always use 

metaphorically. 
clampdown summit dead-end rock-bottom 
cold-blooded world-shattering 

.................................................................................................................... 

2 SINGLE WORDS USED METAPHORICALLY 

We can also use many single words in metaphorical 
contexts: 

1 hope this will have cushioned your loss. Seeing him 
on stage5red my enthusiasm. She just froze when she 
saw her ex-boyfiend. 1 didn't think she'd have the 
bottle to ask. 

2 Underline the verbs that best complete the 
sentence. 
'Get out!' the boss barked / thundered / cooed / 
squeaked /purred / roared / snapped / bleated. 

.................................................................................................................... 

3 IDIOMATIC PHRASES 

Some idiomatic phrases are combinations of two 
words connected with and or or, for example come 
ruin or shine. The pairs have a fixed order: 
X X  
J She was the life and soul of the party. 

Here are some examples: 
It's a case ofswings and roundabouts. Making 
mistakes is part and parcel of growing up, 1'12 move 
heaven and earth to achieve my goal. This selling 
season is make or breakfor the car industry. She muy 
act strangely, but live and Zet live is what I always say. 

3 Underline any of the following combinations in 
which the two words are @ven in the wrong 
order. 

... ... Jesh blood inr outs lows ... highs 
... he11 ... heaven black ... white dance song 

downs ... ups shoulders ... head 

O Write down the theme that the metaphors in 
each set of sentences share. 
1 a A wave of emotion spread throughout the 

country on the news of her death. 
b We were met by a sea of faces. 
c Perhaps the tide has turned for our economy. 

2 a He's now at a crossroads in his life. 
b Successful businesswoman and company owner, 

she's in the fast lane now. 
c i wish he would stop going from one dead-end 

job to the next. 
3 a 1 think this attitude stems from the 1980s. 

b But juvenile rebellion has its seeds in the 60s. 
c 1 reckon our present-day youth culture has its 

roots in the 50s. 
4 a Alternative medicine is a flourishing business. 

b My young nephew is a budding pianist. 
c Our next-door neighbour's daughter is really 

blossoming at secondary school. 
5 a It would be easier if the boss didn't always want 

to be at the hub of things. 
b We need to get to the heart of the matter. 
c it's time we reduced the size of our core-staff. 

6 a If only he'd see the light and get a haircut! 
b The tragic news cast a shadow over the 

evening's events. 
c After years of recession, there's light at the end 

of the tunnel. 
7 a She's been floating on air since her engagement. 

b I'd be over the moon if I scored one goal, let 
alone three. 

c She'll be in seventh heaven if she's passed. 



8 a If you play your cards right, you could end up 
Area Manager. 

b I'd rather we didn't show our hand yet; let's keep 
them guessing. 

c We've got one last ace up our sleeve. 
9 a He's rarely out of the spotlight nowadays. 

b Keep scoring goals; there are some good young 
players waiting in the wings. 

c You never know what's happening behind the 
scenes in politics. 

a Underline the word or phrase that best 
completes each sentence. 

1 What happened in 1989 was a . . in European 
political history 
a watershed b borderline c waterfall 

2 That ghastly concrete block of flats is a real .......... . 
a eye-sore b eye-strain c eye-catcher 

3 The bottom end of our garden is a real .. ....... . 
a sunshade b sun-trap c sunseeker 

4 There was a(n) . moment when the lorry 
suddenly veered towards us. 
a ear-splitting b earth-shattering 
c heart-stopping 

5 To succeed in this job you have to be utterly ... . . 
a hot-blooded b single-minded c kind-hearted 

6 The poor boy was absolutely . ... . when she left. 
a level-headed b short-sighted c broken-hearted 

7 Having to rewrite a report that you thought was 
pretty good can be rather .. ... . .  . 
a back-breaking b soul-destroying 
c mind-blowing 

8 If you want a half-way decent standard of living, 
there's no escape from the . . .  . . 
a rat-race b brat-pack c jet-set 

9 The authorities had been accused of conducting a 
. . . . . .  against non-conformists. 

a manhunt b witch-hunt c treasure-hunt 
10 We'll have to wait and see if there's a . .  after 

this temporary peace agreement. 
a backhand b backlash c backdrop 

@ Underline the word or phrase that best 
completes each sentence. 

1 The bride suddenly turned on her heels and 
out of the church. 
a soared b accelerated c flew 

2 Don't you think the British sometimes have a 
rather . sense of humour? 
a creased b warped c chipped 

3 There would be a . .  .. .. of protest if they showed 
the victims on TV. 
a sea b stream c storm 

4 There's been a . . . of public sympathy since 
her death. 
a wave b sea c river 

5 1 could have been one of the . . . . . . of the game 
of golf. 
a monsters b mountains c giants 

6 Mum's so good to us; she's an absolute .......... . 
a fairy b angel c nurse 

7 My brother's been a ......... of strength through al1 
the problems I've had. 
a tower b heap c mountain 

8 1 wish you would be absolutely ...... with me. 
a bent b crooked c straight 

9 The Chancellor is trying to put the .... ..... on the 
economy. 
a accelerator b brakes c gears 

10 The boy in the flat above ours is becoming a real 
. . . . . for his parents. 
a backache b toothache c headache 

Choose the word or phrase which best 
completes each sentence. 

1 You'll have to be on your ......... if you want to 
beat her. 
a fingers b feet c toes 

2 These girl pop groups are heading for a .......... . 
a drop b fa11 c trip 

3 A rise in interest rates at the time would have 
thrown our plans out of . ... .. . 
a place b half c gear 

4 With al1 these scandals, she's never off the . .  .. .... . 
a front pages b headlines c tabloids 

5 Why do you always walk at a ... . . pace? 
a snail's b tortoise's c snake's 

6 1 wouldn't marry him - not in a ... . . . years! 
a hundred b million c billion 

7 He'd have been over the . . if he'd been 
selected for that management course. 
a world b moon c sun 

8 Aim for the .. ..... and you're bound to be a 
success. 
a planets b moon c stars 

9 If you set your sights too high, you may fa11 flat 
on your . . .  . 

a back b nose c face 
10 Sacked from one job, offered a better one; it 

looks as if he's landed on his .......... again. 
a feet b back c face 



SECTION 6 3 PREFIXES IN FRONT OF 'NON-EXISTENT' 
WORDS 

Word formation: prefixes and 
suffixes 

1 PREFIXES CHANGE MEANING 

A prefix at the beginning of a word has a meaning of 
its own that changes the meaning of the word it is 
joined to. Knowing what the prefix means can help 
us to understand the word. For example, if you read 
unpremeditated and know that meditate means 'think 
about something' - you can work out the meaning 
of unpremeditated: un- is a prefix meaning 'not'; pre- 
denotes 'before'; meditated means 'thought about'. 
You can now work out that unpremeditated means 
something like 'not thought about in advance'. 

We can use prefixes in front of: 
nouns underclothes underpayment 

undersigned understudy undertaking 
adjectives underdeveloped underground 

undernourished underprivileged 
underweight 

verbs undercut underestimate undergo 
understate undervalue 

1 Underline the words that do not contain the 
idea of 'beneath' or 'less'. 
a undercut b undergo c understafed 
d underfoot e undertaking f underwrite 

.................................................................................................................. 

2 SAME PREFIX - DIFFERENT MEANINGS 

Many prefixes can have more than one meaning. 
Before adjectives, un- means 'not': 
unaware uncommon uncomnous undecided 
unimportant 
Before nouns, un- can indicate 'without': 
untidiness unkindness unemployment 
Before verbs, un- means 'to do the opposite': 
uncurl undo unplug unlock unwrap unzip 
In- and im- can sometimes indicate 'not': 
indecisive infinite infallible impenetrable impolite 
They can also mean 'inlinside': 
intake indoors implant imprison 

2 Underline the words that mean 'not ...'. 
a unfaithfil b unpack c inhospitable 
d impractical e impound f imide 

We use prefixes in front of many words where the 
base form doesn't exist by itself. For example, 
incessant means 'without stopping' but there is no 
such word as 'cessant' (although there is the verb 
cease). Here are more examples: 
injlect intact immune disparage 
repeat impeccable impede unkempt umcathed 
.................................................................................................................. 
3 Underline the words that have no base form 

that exists by itself. 
indirect inept untie infinity unprompted 
impromptu undying undue unduly insipid 

.................................................................................................................. 

4 SUFFIXES THAT SHOW THE PART OF SPEECH 

A sufix changes the meaning of the word it is joined 
to only by changing its part of speech; e.g., we can 
add -ity to the adjective national to make the noun 
nationality. We often need to change the spelling, for 
example, urgent becomes urgency. Here are some 
examples of suffixes: 

-ation/-ition -ame -cy -er -ment -ness -ity 
-ist form nouns: 
inform (verb) becomes: information dance (verb) 
becomes: dancer sweet (adj) becomes: sweetness 
tour (verb) becomes: tourist 
-ow -able -fil -ing -ical -1ess -y form 
adjectives: 
danger (noun) becomes: dangerous 
forget (verb) becomes: forgetful 
-ise -ijy -en form verbs: 
intense (adj) becomes: intemify 
$t (adj) becomes: jlatten 

4 Write numbers next to these suffixes according 
to which part of speech they usually indicate. 
A few belong in more than one category. 
1 adjective 2 noun 3 verb 
-ist -hood -or -ese -ee -en -ision -some 
-ship -ise -ical -i@ -ible -y -ant -ive -ness .................................................................................................................. 

5 SUFFIXES THAT HAVE MEANING 

A few suffixes, particularly at the end of adjectives, 
have meaning; e.g. -1ess always indicates 'without': 

meaningless useless homeless hopelessly 
remorselessly 
Here are more examples: 
-1ike -proof -tight -fil -worthy -able as in: 
childlike childproof watertight respectful 
tmtworthy understandable 



@ Match a prefix with a word to 
make a new word. Then choose 
the appropriate meaning for the 
prefix from the list. 

Example: O anti-thefe/ against 

anti-) 
inter- 
super- 
ex- 
mini- 
ab- 
over- 
CO- 

arch- 
trans- 
pre- 

power 
author 
hi f i  
normal 
ci ty 
continental 
view 
enemy 
wlfe 
spend 
(theft) 

(against) 
not 
main 
too much 
very big 
before 
previous 
between 
small 
together 
across 

@ The solutions to al1 the 
crossword clues are prefixes. 
Write them into the grid below. 

17 courses for graduates 
18 not a very sensitive thing t o  say 
19 he spelt 'accornrnodation' with 

WORD FORMATION: PREFIXES AND SUFFIXES 

Complete the blanks with the corrected form of the base word 
given (1-6). the first (O) is given as an example. 

(O) Understand (1) Impress (2) Relevant (3)  Consult 
(4) Consider ( 5 )  Value (6) Worth 

The Crusades 
The medieval crusades, when Western European knights and adventurers 
attempted to seize Jerusalem from the hands of the Seljuk Turks, are widely 
understood (O) by most people in the West, who think of them as 
glamorous and heroic. True, the leve1 of heroism was occasionally 
.......... ( l ) ,  but in fact the crusaders were ignorant and misguided. For 
example, they viewed the Byzantine Emperor, through whose lands they 
had to travel, as an annoying .......... (Z), denying him even so much as a 
.......... (3 )  role in the proceedings. In reality, his long experience of the 
Saracens had given him a not .......... (4) knowledge of their fighting 
methods and politics. His advice, had the crusaders chosen to follow it, 
would have been absolutely . . . . . . . . . . (5). Instead, they repeatedly dismissed it 
as . . . . . . . . . . (6) with the result that, despite initial success, the crusades 
eventually dwindled to ignominious failure. 

Rewrite each of the following sentences using the two prompt 
words given. 
Example: The programme would only work if it was self-financing, 

wouldn't it? viable / itself 
The programme would only be viable If it could.finance itse?f, wouldn't it? 

a Unfortunately the optimism we al1 felt didn't last very long, did it? 
optimistic / short-lived 

b Her outstanding performance put everyone else bar none in the shade. 
outshone / exception 

c 1 don't think you can have grasped what 1 was getting at. 
misunderstood / trying 

d This has absolutely nothing to do with what we are discussing. 
irrelevant / under 

Across 
2 not  a bilingual dictionary 
3 just half a circle 
5 talented in  lots o f  ways 
8 not as white as white could be 

10 she isn't a believer 
11 perhaps we rate her too  highly 
12 this centenary - a 200th 

anniversary 
13 not paid enough 

one 'm' 
20 before the war 
21 it won't be productive; quite 

the reverse 
23 they played so rnuch better 

than us 
25 a new kind o f  Rornantic 
26 this is not  relevant 

Down 
1 get rid o f  the frost in  the fridge 
2 it's not  functioning right 
3 ternperatures below zero 
4 not  practica1 or possible 
6 bigger than the national 

championships 

7 clothes not  discrirninating 
between the sexes 

8 the process is still going 
9 a taste in  advance 

12 rnake a friend of 
14 he appeared and then he was 

gone 
15 heat i t  up  again 
16 i f  penultirnate is second from 

the end, what's third? 
17 not as intellectual as he appears 
20 in  favour o f  
21 t w o  roads or rivers corning 

together 
22 a bicycle with an extra wheel 
24 hours t o  wrap the presents, ten 

seconds for this 



Exam practice 5 
............................................. 

1 Finish each of the following sentences in such a 
way that it means exactly the same as the one 
printed before it. 

EXAMPLE: The only way they're going to reject this 
offer is if the price is too high. 
They will certainly accept this ofler ¡f the price is not 
too high. Or: They will certainly accept this ofler 
unless the price is too high. 

a Let me know when you're coming and I'II be 
able to book the seats. 
Unless . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

b Without your help we couldn't have got the car 
started. 
If it . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

c So long as you drive carefully, you should have 
plenty of petrol to get you home. 
Drive carefully or . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

d 'Don't keep doing that or I'II leave,' she told 
him. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  She told him she 
e You won't get there before four o'clock however 

fast you drive. 
Even if . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

f We'll start at three as long as you're al1 on time. 
Provided . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

g But for his bravery, several people might have 
been killed. 
If it . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

h Even if you disagree with her, she'll still carry 
on. 
Yo u . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

i If you hadn't come at the right time, we'd have 
been in trouble. 
Had . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

j We must be prepared, in case the worst 
happens. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Should 
k We really should be leaving, shouldn't we? 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  It's high 
I It's a pity you told everyone what we were up 

to. 
I'd rather . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

m An appeal against her conviction might change 
everything. 
Were . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ... .............................................. 

n lnviting him to dinner would have meant my 
cooking al1 afternoon. 
If ......................... .. .............................................. 

o Should there be no qualified paramedic on the 
premises, cal1 this number. 
In the . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

2 Fill each of the blanks with a suitable word or 
phrase. 

EXAMPLE: lf it hadn't been for the postal strike, the 
letter would have arrived today. 

. . . . . . . . .  a All the best bargains sold if we don't get 
to the market soon. 

b If you don't cal1 me before 6.00 p.m., I . . . . . . . . . .  

you are no longer interested. 
. . . . . . . . . .  c It's high time clean about what you were 

doing last night. 
. . . . . . . . . .  d If you socks up, you're going to fail the 

entrance test. 
. . . . . . . . . .  e I wish my father's advice because with 

hindsight he was obviously wrong. 
f I wish I . . . . . . . . .  foot in this horrible city. 
g If I've promised to do something for you, you 

can be sure I . . . . . . . . . .  out of it. 
h Had . . . . . . . .  your timely intervention, we could 

have lost a lot of money. 
. . . . . . . . . .  i Even if to pay for her ticket, she wouldn't 

have gone with me. 
j It's high time they . . . . .  minds on whether to 

sack her or not. 
k I . . . . . . . . .  told you what Tony said if I'd known 

you were going to gossip about it. 
I If I had known they weren't really getting 

married, I . . . . . . . .  time preparing my speech. 
m If you had been in my shoes, . . . . . . . . . .  said? 

. . . . . . . . . .  n If only while the iron was hot! It's too 
late now. 



EXAM PRACTICE 5 

3 Underline the word or phrase that best completes each sentence. 

1 Julia played a . . . . . . . . . .  role in the planning of the millennium exhibition, 
A consultation B consulting C consultative D consulted 

2 Even the best medicines are not . . . . . . . . . . .  

A infallible B unfailing C fail-proof D falsified 
3 In the event, we found your advice absolutely . . . . . . . . . . .  

A unworthy B valuable C invaluable D impecunious 
4 1 parked in a restricted area and the police . . . . . . . . . .  my car. 

A imprisoned B impounded C impaled D interned 
5 He has been . . . . . . . . . .  for gross misconduct. 

A impressed B impounded C impeached D impelled 
6 In the end, I just lost my . . . . . . . . . .  and started gabbling incoherently. 

A head B mind C brain D intelligence 

4 Circle a letter A, B, C or D that best fills each numbered gap. The example (O) 
is given. 

Oxford is a city with such a . . . . . . . . . .  (O) reputation that many who come here find 
themselves intimidated by the place and can't wait to leave, while others, taking to it 
like a . . . . . . . . . .  (1 ) to water, find themselves returning again and again. The college lawns 
provide a gorgeous . . . . . . . . . .  (2 )  to serious study, and in the right light, on a sunny 
winter's morning say, one feels as if one is . . .  (3 )  on air, such is the cense of 
unreality. Oxford may like to . . . . .  ( 4 )  that it is at the intellectual . . .  (5 )  of things, 
but in many ways it is no more than a sleepy . . . . . . . . .  (6) where, to mix metaphors, 
transitory students, the . . . . . . . . . .  (7) of their generation, wait in the . . . . . . . . . .  (8), allowing 

. . . . . . . . .  their talents to . . . . . . . . . .  (9) before moving off into the industrial or political ( 1 0 ) .  
Much of this is a myth, of course. Hardship and hard work are very much part and 
. . . . . . . . . .  (1 1 ) of student life. The . . . . . . .  (1 2 )  get through the three years' hard 

. . . . .  (1 3 )  by simply putting their shoulders to the . . . . . . . . . .  (1 4 )  before going on to 
. . . . . . . . . .  fairly average jobs. Only for the tiny minority is Oxford the first (1  5 )  on the 

ladder to fame and fortune. 

O Bmind-b lowing B clear-headed C backhanded D broken-hearted 
1 A fish B duck C boat D swimmer 
2 A backdrop B curtain C scene D screen 
3 A flying B gliding C floating D swimming 
4 A pretend B act C dissemble D produce 
5 A wheel B engine C spoke D hub 
6 A backwater B stream C tributary D watershed 
7 A froth B cream C fat D caviar 
8 A pavilion B dressing room C wings D foyer 
9 A flourish B open C spread D float 

1 0  A peak B abattoir C dead-end D fast-lane 
1 1 A package B section C province D parcel 
12 A level-headed B hot-headed C hot-blooded D kind-hearted 
13  A push B pul1 C grind D roughage 
14 A cart B wheel C engine D boat 
15 A step B position C elevation D ascent 



ProgreSS test 1 (testing contents of Units 1-5) 
........................................... 

1 Fill each of the numbered blanks in the passage with one suitable word. 

. . . . . . . . . .  Many cities can arouse excitement and a passionate response (1 ) their visitors but Florence 

. . . . . . . . . .  is almost guaranteed to bowl (2) al1 but the most world-weary traveller. Its countless 

. . . . . . . . . .  museums and galleries (3) be overwhelming at first, and many people find it difficult to 

.......... (4) in and absorb the visual bombardment from the past. It is home to buildings that have 

. . . . . . . . . .  (5) famous . . . . . . . .  (6) over the world and . . . . . . . . . .  (7) now easily recognised by any tourist, 

but you . . . . . . . . . .  (8) to look further than the obvious symbols of the city to discover its real 

character. True, nowhere . . . . . . . . . .  (9) the relationship between the sacred and the worldly more 

eloquently . . . . . . . . . .  (1 0)  than in Florence's major churches and palaces, but the whole city is a 

. . . . . . . . . .  phenomenon never again to be . . . . . . . . . .  (1 1) and one you will never (1 2).  
The Ponte Vecchio, which . . . . . . . .  (1 3) the River Arno at its narrowest point, was once the most 

important thoroughfare between the two sides of the city. . . . . . . . . . .  (1 4) in 1 345 to replace the 

earlier twelfth-century wooden structure . . . . . . . . . .  (1 5) away by flood waters, the bridge is lined with 

jewellers' shops which . . . . . . . . .  (1 6) acted as a magnet for visitors . . . . . . . . .  (1 7) this day. Few 

.. . . . . . . . .  (1 8) deny that if any city in Europe is worth visiting, Florence . . . . . . . . . .  (1 9) be very near the 

(20) of the list. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

2 Finish each of the following sentences in such a way that it is as similar as possible to the 

sentence printed before it. 

EXAMPLE: Maria shouldn't have many problems with the administrative side of the job. 

It's unlikely thot .Mudo. .wi!!. ha*. m~ny.pmbi!e.!??,s, .with .the. .a9lmh?&tr~.tive .side. .of the job, 

(a) They only reimbursed us because we took legal advice. 
We wouldn't ...................... .. ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

(b) There's a very good chance that the company ran up those debts intentionally. 
The company could . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .... ........ 

(c) My salary is half what it would be in the job I was offered in January. 
If I had . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ...... ............................................................................................................ 

(d) It's a long time since anyone gave my car a proper service. 
I haven't . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

(e) It would have been common courtesy to let me know you were coming. 
.......................................................................................................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  You might ... 

(f) She went before I realised what was happening. 

By the . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .... .. ................................................. 
(g) It's time we were planning our next holiday, isn't it? 

Don't you think we . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ? 

(h) We've had lots of arguments with that particular harbour master before. 
This isn't .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ... ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  



PROGRESS TEST 1 

3 Fill each of the blanks with a suitable word or phrase. 

EXAMPLE: But for the authorities' recent intervention, the couple !!??.~!~..hak??.so&?d out their 

differences together. 

. . . . . . . . . .  (a) When he came in, his hands were covered in oil and grease because he on his car. 

. . . . . . . . . .  (b) Were the next World Cup in your country, would you approve? 

(c) That's the last . . . . . . . . . .  anything from a mail-order catalogue, I assure you. 

(d) Had there . . . . . . . . . .  a special offer on that month, I would probably never have joined the club. 

(e) These problems had . . . . . . . . . .  out before the Annual General Meeting next month. l. 

. . . . . . . . . .  (f) Fortunately, there is little such a mistake being made again. 

4 For each of the sentences below, write a new sentence as similar as possible in meaning to 

the original sentence, but using the word given. This word must not be altered in any way. 

EXAMPLE: l'd like to make a few suggestions. 

forward 
I'd like to put forward a few suggestions., ..................................................... 

(a) It was wrong of you to take what he said for granted. 
shouldn't 

......................................................................................................................................................... 

(b) His exam results will determine what choice he has for further education. 
dependent 

........................................................................................................................................................... 

(c) If by chance you're arrested, you don't have to say anything. 

under 

............................................................................................................................................................ 

(d) The new minister seems to be excellent at fielding awkward questions. 
flair 

............................................................................................................................................................ 

(e) People often find their first experience of sky-diving rather sickening. 
common 

............................................................................................................................................................ 

(f) We couldn't hear most of what he said. 

inaudible 

............................................................................................................................................................ 
/ (g) Their exclusion from union meetings stems from their shocking behaviour at the last one. 

since 

............................................................................................................................................................ 

(h) Generally, the majority of the audience is made up of school children. 
comprise 






























































































































































































































































































































































































